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JF a dumb Beaſt cou'd Natur:$Silence break, 
* #: AndBatlazam's Aſs at Heaven sCommand cov'd ſpeak: 
 Lersv otderlefs, thar the ſame God:cou'd react, 
The Voice of Ravens his great Truth ro.Preach. 
- Eur?tis his own kind. Call, no Jeſs a Grace, 
Than to invite. us his Rich Peace 1'cmbrace. 
U'im and T ove, (Oh happy Iſrael!) | 


When in Thy cates tuch Heavenly Guelts can dwell. | 
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VOX CORVI: 


Uoice of a Raven, 


That Thrice {poke theſe Words. 
diſtinctly ; 


Look into Coloffians the 
£57 and 15th, 


The Textir ſelf look'd' into, and open- | 
ed,. in a Sermon, Preached at YVVig- | 
rote, 1n the County of Hereferd, 
To which is added, 


Serious-Addrefſes to the People of this}. 
Kingdom ; 3 ſhewing the uſe we} - 
; oughe to make of thiis Voice from: Ne. 
oe <LI BE 


i 


— 


By Alex. Clogie, Miniſter of #7 igmore, 8c. 


" Licenſed accozving to O2der. | 
4 


Matth; 21.. Xvilie | 

And Feſus ſait) unto-themy Tea, have.ze never read,\ 
Oat of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings, thou | 

| haſt} perfeted Praiſe. 


London, Prinze: by W.B, And are to K's: ſold by 
| * R. Baldwing-at the Oxford-Arms, in Warwick- 
Lane, and by, moſt Bookſellers,: in London 


| and Weſtminſter, 1694: Tn "IP 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


V4 following Diſcourſe 15 preſented 
fo thy Peril, under a donble Re- 
| commendation, not only as cone 
taining ſo Evangelical g Bleſſing, ( as the 
Peace of God tn theTexr) offer d to thee; 
our 'beartief} endeavours for the obtain- 
ing whereof, . is ſo niuch our higheſt Ohri- 
 flan Imporgante aud Daty ; but likewiſe 
; more partifuthriy the:Occaſjon that gavethe \, 
' Reverend Fregther the choice of this Text ; 
Lich firſs inthe plain matter of Fatt take 


as follows, oo | 
Oz the 34, of February, 169 r. about- 

Three in the Afternoon; ' this 'Reverend 
. Divine, a Perſon of the-wenerable Ape of 
 Einhty Years, and Furty of thoſe a Lnbo> \« 
| riows Teacher of God's Word, in the « _. 
\ Pariſh of Wigmore, in the County of He-- 
| reford; being in the Hall of. bis own - 
" Houſe, being with the Prous*Matron, bis 
' Wife, ſome Neighbuurs and Relations, to: 
gber with 42 ſmall Graus-Children of = 
Es ; A: 2 hor: 


— 


<F 


nee. \ 


To- the Chriſtian Reader. 


hls. in all to the number of Eight Perſons, 


Thomas Kinnerſley, - oze of the ſaid 
Grand:Children, of but Ten Years of Age, 


. farting up fromabe Fire-ſide, went out of 


ibe Hall-Door,- and fate himſelf: down up* 
on-a Block, by a Woed-pile. before the Door, 


employing. himſelf. in no. other Childiſh Ex- 


erciſe than cutting of a Stick; . when in leſs 


than balf a quarter of an Hour, be returned 
" *nto. the Hall- in great Amazement, his 


Countenance pale, and affrighted, and 
faid io bis Grand father and Grand mither, 


IDok inthe Third of the Colrfians, and 


the . Fifreenth, with infinite. Paſſion and 
Eerneltne(s, repeating the . Words no. les 
than three times 5; which Depcrtment and 
Speech -much ſurprizing the whole Compa- 
2s they asked him what be meant by roſe 
2rds; who-anfwered with great Ardency of 


Spirit,That.a Raven-had ſpoken themThree 


$:29165. framm the:Peak of the Steeple.and that 
it; look'd . towards. W, W.s Honſe, 
and ſhock its Head. and Wings. thither- 
ward,. directing its Looks and Moticns {till 


towards that Houſe. All, which words he 


beard theRaven diſtinily utter three times, 
@ud then ſaw it mount and fly cut of ſirht. 
Fils Grand father bereupon, takins- the Bi. 


ble,” and turning. 10.the. ſaid. Text, found - 


theſe words... And 


mY 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Agid let the Peace-of God rule in 
your Hearts; to the-which you are alſo 


| called in'oneBody; and be ye thankful. 


Upon reading whereof, the Child was-fully 
{atisfied,and his Countenance perfe&FHy com- 


poſed agen. . 


Now, as the Voice of a Raven, to ſpeak 
in ſuch a marvellous. manner, may ſeem 
an incredible Relation, eſpecially in an 


Age of (uch little Faith, yet we do here of 


| fer theſe ſerious Conſiderations for the Mas 


nifeſtation of this real, though : amazing 
Truth, - Firſt, What may ſfagger [ome 
People, viz. That the greateſt, and in- 
deed only Authority in fo weighty @ Con- 
cern, is only from the Teſtimony of @ Child, 
of but Ten Years old, is upon due and fall 
Examination, one. of the ſtrongeſt Argu- 


ments of an undoubted Truth, For firſt, 


bere were 20 leſs than Eight People, of ho- 


neſt Credit and Reputation, that beard this 


Declaration of the Child, and were all 
Witneſſes and Obſervers, both of the Childs 
Countenance, Geſture and Behaviour in the 
whole thing. Now, tho but aChild. of 


' mo more than Ten Years, to come running 
from his Play, with jo alter d an changed 


a Countenance, and ſo much Vehemence 
of. Spirit, ana. Earn:ineſs of Expreſſion to 


preſs | 


| 
'Y 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


preſs an #  Grand-father and Grand- 
0 


mother to ſo ſerivus a work, as the ſearch 
of a particular Text of Scripture, had 
ſomething extraordinary” in it. 

Now, had -any Perſon of riper Yeats 
or any other ſmpgle Authority, come in 
the like manner, and 2with the ſame Ve- 
hemency, adviſed the Inquiry into ſuch a 
Text and given any ſuch credible Relation 
4 bearing a Raven ſpeak, here might 

we been ſome Grounds of Suſpicion in 


the Veracity of ſuch a ſmgle Teſtimony z. 
for at thoſe elder Years," the chanye of | 


Face, and paſſion of Expreſſion 'might 


' poſſibly be Vizor and Artifice, and con- 


a4 afford matter of Doubt and Scru- 
ple. Nay, poſſibly a Perſon of Maturity, 


as knowing the Fewds antl fares of the: 


Family, towards which the Raven dire- 


Hed this Text, might, ewen out of a good 


aud honeft deſign, have feigned ſuch a 


| Relation, as thinking thereby to have re- 


contiled the long Diſunion and Dijccrds of n 
Neighbours Houſe, by ſo amazing a 


warning-piece for. Peace and Concordy as 
coming. frem' the Mouth of a Raven, tho* 


inreality a Fitfitious ffery. But in the caſe 


of a Boy, all this ſhadow of Doubt 1s utter- 
ly removed \ fir» beth the ferementicned | 


change 


—< 
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_ To the Chriſtian Reavier. 
change ofCountenance,and imp;rtunate Ear” _ 
neſtneſs, together with the Child's conſtant. 
Aſſeveration of the Truth of this aftoniſhing. 
Accidents were all beyond the capacity: of 
# Child, ro feign or counterfeit; as being 
Maſque, morally imp-(fible for Tis young 
Fare to wear: And not on!ly ſo, but the 
matter and manner of his Delivery were 
Alien to his Years ; for a poor Infant, then 
Cut of doors. a whithng E a Stick, or-{ome 
ſuch piece of innocent Childhood, to come 
Ham bome on ſuch an important Errand, 
feed no leſs than a Meſſage from God,” 
take it in all the Circumſtances) was beyond 
the poſſibility. of Art or. Cunning. And 
moreover as. a thing done. at Noon-day, 
here was. the plain and ſenſible Conviction, 
both of the Child's Eye and Ear. in the 
caſe, nnd not. as people in the Dark; many 
times-frighted and Bug- bear'd:into the ſee- 


ing imaginary. Chimeras aud Fantoms; 


To ſum uptheEvidences therefore 3 Here 
75. poſſibly a full Teſtimony, even to demon: 


ffration it ſelf : And undoubredly, the Al- 
mighty was particularly pleaſed to deliver 


this unuſual Warging from Heaven, only | 
fo the Ear of 8 Chill that Innocence and 

Simplicity might be the greater and ſtronger 
Commiſſioner of his Divine Will and Plca- 


lure, on [ach an occaſion, Now, 


— 
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”.. . To.the Chiitian Reader. _ 
Nowgthe. Reaſons why thisReverend and 
P:ous Divine oy appeared thas in publick, 
endl ſo long. afte 


tenting bimſelr, with doing bis -Duty to 
God, in.teaching of bis Flock at home, and 


' preaching Chrit#, and him Crucified with- 
# bs own Precintt and Province, the care - 
of thoſe Souls under bis Tuition, being the - 
ultimate of bis VVork anil Study, where - 
Recordingly be took occaſion to lay hold of 
fo. Heavenly au Admonition, and Preached 
#0 has” Pariſhioners, on the very Text, ſo 
warn d by the Voice of a Raven; but 


when in a remoter ftation. in the Conntry, 


- be had underſtood that ſeveral little trivi- 


al Penny-Books and Ballads bad, been 


 arinied, | and diſperſed here in London, 
'pizuing a Narration of the ſaid wonder- 


ful thing, and conſidered that ſo great a 
Truth "was publifhed in ſuch a manner 


 bereupon,' as be very well knew ; how ma- 
ny Notoriows Fittions, "and Footeries, are 


daily impoſed upon the VVorli in ſuch tri- 
fling Pamphlets; (ſcarce one in threetruth) 
Therefore, toreſcue this ſerious Nartgtion, 
from falling under Scandal and Reproach, 

* from 


Ez 


"{ 09. above Two Nears © 
+ ſance) the thing 94as-done, are theſe: As a 

' ... anodef} ſober good Man, it never entred into 
bis Thoughts - appearing 4n Print, as cn- 


4 To the Chriſtian Reader. 
1! from ſuch a Publication, as ſuch may ven- 
der it doubted and ſuſpetted, be perſwa- 
| ded himſelf, together with the prevailing 
| importunity of Friends, to let thas Diſcourſe 
j of his, (contrary to his uſual medeity,) be- 
| made publick in the VVorld, as indeed, bo- 
ping in ſome meaſure. to do ſome good 
Chriſtian Service therein, as far as lay 
in hs Pow.r. .. | : | 
iT on this Account ( Chriſtian Rea- | 
der): that this following Diſcourſe is pre- 
ſented to thy Hand, andunder (uch Creden- 
| rials, *tis hoped (with the Grace of God jthat 
the ſexſonzble Precepts contained therein, . 
2a) be of Efficacy and. Force, to work a 
| lively ſenſe in thy Heart, of that jult and 
| high-value we ought to ſet upon the Peace 
' of God, here offered by the Apoſtle to thy | 
' moſt earneſt-jecking and defire : And with- | 
F .- ak though this Voice of a Raven, thus 
' Commiſſian'd from above, in the utterance | 
of ſuch-a Heavenly Admonition, ſeemed | 
| to direft bu ſtupendious Language, 10@ | 
' particular private Family, (which Pri- 
6 wvate Family, through God's great Good: _ 
neſs and Mercy, have ſince received the 
wonderful effetis of the ſaid Heavenly 
Admonition, being a!l reconciled and uni- 
ted ins moſt perfect Love and Amity, ) un- 
douttcdly- 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. | 


doubredly the purport of that Language, ſo 
marvellous in our Ears, had a further and 
larger Extent, as being indeed a general A- 
wakning Alarm to all Mankind, Union and 
- Concord, being . the faireſt and largeſt 
Branches «of that greateff of our Divine 
Apeſtolical Inſtrutfions, Charity. Moſt 
certainly © this wondrous Warning piece, 


rhough mere immeatately pointing to a 


fongle Family, was intended. for an Uni- - 


wverſal Call, and Thou and We, and. all the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity are thus called by a 


' gracious God ( from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, from the Cottage to the Throne,) © 
to Unity and Love,as the effect ual means of 


attaining the Peace of God, which is the 
Fundamental-and Baſis of our Happineſs, 
bath in this VVorld, and the VPorld to come, 
the Bleſſmg both of Heaven and Earth. 


- As ſuch: therefore, ( kind | Reader) be 


pleaſed 10 acceps it 3 and if it may be any 
ways inſtrumental © towards that great 
end, "the obtaining the Peace of God ro 
thy Stu, the Author bas his. Labour 


more than rewarded, And fo Farewel. 


/ 


Hs 


COL. Chap. II. Ver.xv. 


And let the peace of God rule-in your 


kearts, to the which alſo ye are 
called 'in- one body., and be . y0 
thankful. 


Heſe Words (well Beloved 
_ in, our.,.Lord)  haye. ever 
- ſincerun in- my, Mind, finca 
we were in ſo unuſual and 
miraculous. a manner dire- 
fed unto them, by the unſearchahle wiſ- 
dom of God, that doth nothing in an 
extraordinary way, but for moſt ex- 
cellent Ends and Purpoſes : And. al- 
though the more I have thought of 
them, the more Difficulties. have pre= 
ſented themſelves unto me » infomuch 
that 1 have endeavoured to remoye 
my Thoughts from them» to ſome o- 
ther place ;-yet I know not how, F 


have been {till rowled back to' them 


again: forto uſe the words of the Pro- 


pact, Th ay Were in mine heart as. a burn- 


mg fire ſlut up in -my bones, and T Was 
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weary with ferbearing, and I could nit 
far Jer. 20. 9.. b 
- "I reſolved at length, to make them 
. the ground- of my Speech to you at 
this time, which the Lord grant may 
be .with as much. profit to you all, as 
both T, bring deſire unfeigned, and the | 
* Scripture it ſelf affords accaſion there- 
to. And that indeed is very remark- 
able in many regards. 4 
They are firſt the words of God, not 
only as all other holyScripture, from Di- 
* vineTaſpiraticn,2 7j.3-26.in welt ſort, 
the:words of holy men, yea,of wicked 
men, .yea, of wicked. Spirits them- 
ſelves, at leaft, as far forth as to the re- 
cital of them, are the words of God ; 
but theſe of my Text have been point- 
ed at of late, by a new Inſpiration 
from God in the Mouth of a Raven, 
1n..a. diſtin and audible Voice. He 
that ſpake of old from Heaven on 
*Mount $:2a4, in. the fight and hearing 
-of all Trae/, hath commanded us to 
look. ſeriouſly into this Scripture... If 
Paul ſaid to King Aprippa, That he was 
not diſobedient unto the beavenly viſions | 
As 26.19.Why ſhould I or you be dit- 
obedient tothe heavenly. Voice of this | 
Text ? and nor fay with the das. 
” <a 
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SP, 
I wil byar 'what:God the Loyd will ſpeak, 
for be will ſpeak peace unto his people, and 
ro by Saints, Pſalm 85. 8. .( Never 
more neceſlary than in this Gonten- 
tious Age) but let them not turn again 
eo folly. i = | 

Now becauſe this Voice came not 
becauſe of me, or the Childs fake only 
that heard it, but for your ſakes alſo, 
and for all that are a far ff, a: 57+ 19- 
that 'are concerned with us in this _ 
peace of God, I will endeavour to look 
into, and open this Scripture unto you, - 
that all that have an Ear to hear, may 
hear with Reverence,. what the Spurs 
of God ſpeaks to the Churches \ 5,m,.4.19. 
init. that we may not let Rev. 2. 17+ 
it fall to the ground. | | 

That which. Chryſofomz hath in his ' 
Entrance to entreat upon this Epitle, 


leems to me not untruly, nor unficly 


aid: Theſe Epiftles which the A4poſtlc 


vriteth out of Prifon, ( ſuch as are 
to the Epbeſians,whereto this hath won- 
derful likeneſs ro the Philippians, to the 
Hebrews, to Philemon, the 2d. to Timo- 
tby) have I know not what, more chan 
ordinary Portion of the Power of Pauls 
Spirit appearing in them3 1, Whe- 
ther becauſe he was now come nezrto 

B 2 the 


2-7, - 0 
the end of his Life, and fo the Grates 
of God's Spirit in him to perfe&Fion:Or 
2, that Afii&ions have a ſpecial power 
to'enlarge our hearts, and make them 
apt for heavenly Exerciſes3 (as indeed 


_ the Truth never thrives better than un- 


det the Croſs.) Or 3. that the: Auditor 
now conceives Panl, (asthe fame Chry- 
{oftom ſpeaks) like a noble Conquerour, 
Inditing or Writing amidſt his flaugh- 


ter'd Enemies, amidſt his Trophies; 


the darable Monuments of his Glory: © 
© Now,if you pleaſe; [ will add a word 


of two, touching the Argument, or ge- 


neral ſcope of this whole Epi##le, be- 
fore..I cometo the-particular handling, 
of the Words of the Text It mayappearby 
that which the 4po#le writes in the Se- 
cond Chapter and fir} Verſe, that theſe 
Coloſſians were not Converted by him- 
felf. He writes thus: ' For I would that 
ye knew what' great Conflict 1 have for 


- you, and for them of Laodicea, and for 


as many as have not fcen my face in the 


fleſh: They were then Converted by 


- the Miniſtery of ſome other, poſſible 


by Epaphras, whoſe Preaching he men+ 
tions, verſe 7th, of the Firſt Chapter'; 
as ye alſo learned of Epaphras our deer 


| fellow- ſervant, who # for ou a- faithful 


Hm 
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Miniſter - of Chriſt. Yet (the common 
caſe of all the Churches at that time 
and almoſt of all times alike) Sa- 
fan teft no Stone unmoved to diſturb: 
them, and corrupt the Truth they had 
received, with Men's "Traditions and 
| Thventions; ſo hard a thing it is to 
| keep us to. the Simplicity that is in 
Chrift Teſws, as the Apoftle ſpeaks, 
2 Cor. 11; 1. 3h Sy 
_ The evi} Seeds that were {cattered 
by his malice and. curioſity of his 1Mmi- 
fters, 'were thoſe about Meats, Obfſer- 
- Vation of Times and Days,. werſhiping of 
Angels, and the like: whereof in the 
latter end of the Second Chapter. The. 
ApoFile's purpoſe then in this Epifle, 
3s, to recal them firſt to Chrift, 'and. 
his: ſufficiency of - Redemption, © &>c. 
Secondly, To ſtir vpÞ their minds' to * 
the prattice of the duties of Love, and 
the ſhewing the iruits of Sandification, 
unto which two. Heads this whole E- 
pifle (ſetting the wonted Complements 
of Salutation, Entrance and Conchuſi 
on 'aſide,) may fully - be reduced. 
Now ſince we know the general Scope 
_ of the Epiſtle, let us come to theſe. 
words that were read even now, and 
their Connexion with the foregoing. 
IG | 2: The 


| 
| 
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(6) | 
The 4p:#l in the 12th verſe of this 
Chapter, with courteous. and alluring 
language, in the terms which he gives 
theſe Coloſſians, ſtyling them, The El& 
of God, holy and beloved; and that 
which hereby he would work them to, 
commends unto them ſundry and di- 
vers Duties of Chr;/tianity to be pratti- 
fed; and hath opened a rich Wardrobe 
of ceitain Excellent Vertues to put on, 
and cloch our ſelves witha], as parts 


_ of Sandification” Put on ( ſaith he ) 


6: wels of mercies, kindneſs, bumbleneſs of | 
-mind, meekneſs, ling-(uffering ; Five Du- 
ties near of affinity together ; the. laſt 
whereof, /ong-ſuffering ,. he ſets forth: 
by two adts of it, and by the worthi- 
neſs of the Pattern out of which it is. 
taken, verſe 13. Forbearing. one” another, 
forgiving one another ; if any man have a 
quarrel againſt any, even. as Chriſt for- 
gave you, ſq do ye. Which words of the _ 
Apeſtledoto us declare, That our Lord 
Feſas Chriſt himſelf, as always, ſo emi- 
nently in-his Paſſion was thus clad and 
inveſſed - a. great inducement. to--us, 
to. like either the S:uff or Faſhion, whole 
whole Life ought to be an- Imitation 
of ſo great an Author, as he ſpeaks; 
Fvr 1 have given you an example, that you: 


ſhould. 


(72) 
ſh:a'd do, as I have done to you, John 
13. VIF 
The 4poſtle hath not yet done, but. 
perſifts in the ſame Argument in the 14, 
and 15 verſes, which are a Declaration 
of the formerly. mentioned Duties. ©: 
meekneſs and long-ſuffering, wherein (you 
ſee) are contained three Vertues more 
exhorted unto, Love, Peace, and Thaxnk- 
falneſs, verſe 14. Love3 and above all 
theſe things, put on Charity which # the 
bond of ml As. it he had ſaid, 
Beſides all the former ( 2s continuing 
in the manner of ſpeaking, taken iron 
Apparel ) aloft over. all theſe, as an up- - 
per Garment, put en Love which s the 
bond of perfetIneſs. 
Now in the 15th verſe which I have 
read unto you, the Apoſtle calls the 
Col:ſſians to 10 Duties of Sandification, 
Peace and Thankfulncſs : and firſt , of 
Peace, ant Argument always worthy to 
entertain us, the very Name whereof 
is ſweet, the thing it ſelf not only de- 
lgheful, but healthfal , ſweeter. than 
honey and the hmey-comb, including all 
good, by Scripture-uſe,, and all- Blel- 
ſings that God will beſtow upon his: 
People, as the P/almif concludes the 
29th P/alm; He will bleſs hi people with- 
Bo | B. 4 peace, 


(8) 
prace, all happineſs, outward ſucceſs, and © | | 

cfperity.. 
* Touching the Senſe and meaning 
of theſe words, that we may proceed | 
on good. ground and the better un- 
derftand the whole ' Order: and Web | 
of the Diſcourſe. ——_ | 
"The Peace of God,” here ſpoken of, is 
not propertly, Peace with Goa, Luke. 19: 
. 38-- whereof the 4p:fite ſpeaks, Rom. 5- 
V. I. Therefore. being juſtified by faith, we 
have pence” with God through our Lord 
eſzs Chriff : and John 14. wv. 27. Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto | 
' yeu, not as the world groeth, give Tit un- 
70 you, But peace with men, which we 
are bidden_ to- hold withal, if it -may _ 
be,” Row. 12. wer; 18. If it be peſſible, as 
much as in 'you tyeth, live peaceably with 
all men«.. The peace one with another, 
which he would- have us to: keep, as 
Heb. 12. 14. Folliw peace with all: men, 
and bolinefs, without which no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord and, Be at peace among 
OO NETTISEEET. £44 
| __* But yet itiscalled Ged"s pexce. . 

- 7; Pecavſe he; is.the. Auwhr of it 3 
for. God is not 'the Anther of Sediticn, 
but of Peace, as. in. all the Churches of the 
Saints; faith the Hpoſtle, 1 Cor, 14. 33- 

2 


i » JAIN 
|| and 2 Theſl, 3.16, | , Be" 
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2. Becauſe: God hath calted wi to it, 
7nto. one *body , 1 Cor. 7. 15. But: God 
hath called -us unto peace, for the keep- 
ing of which, the fault -of departing 
muſt be in the Chri/?:an-man. or womar, 
ſaith the ſame Apoſtle. OS. 

2. Becauſe it is-given of God; and 
approved by: him, he*it is that gives it 
to-us, and commands us to keep it, by 
the Prophet . Zachary. 8.19, L5ve the 
zrath and peace: And our Saviour, Have 
Salt in yourſelves, and have peace' one ' 


. with another, Mark-9. 50, Yeti atiy, 


becauſe of. the likeneſs of this place ' 
with the Seventh Verſe of the Fourth * 
Chapter 'of the Ep file to the Philipps- 
ans ,.(. Arid let the peace of God which - 
paſſeth all underft.nding, keep your bearts 
and - minds through Feſus Chriſt ) hall - 
take this, Peace of God , of the Trans. 
qnillity of Conſcience, T will not mich 
{fand againft it, tho' theſe words ( iz 
ne. body ) ſerve more for the other | 
ſenſe, of peace one with another, Rule 
in jour hearts, Beabevire,bold the Prize. 
In the Greek the word is taken from 
the Gamings and Maſteries thea uſe 
In Greece, when the 4p: [He wrote thisg 
ſuch. as were Tanning, wreſtling, fencing, 
fighting. &'c. ito which therg wers wont - 
ew Wiat 4 : B F] tg. 


2. £801 
to-be-appointed a. Maſter of the Game: 
that ſhould order the. whole, and did 
give the. Garland to the beſt Doer;; 
from. which Garland or: Prize , this: 
word is alſo taken ;, it may. be Engliſh- 
ed, Hold the Maſtery, or, Give the Gar- 
Jand. Marſhall,or, have the prebeminence.. 
Chryſoſtom, Have-the Garland, and bear: 
the [way. | In your hearts | and in your 
minds, ſouls and conſciences, unto the- 
which: you are called in. one bady.| That 
is, the myſtical body of Chriſt, often in: 
Scripturezlee Chap:2.9.19, And:not- bolds. 
ing the head, from which all the- body by- 


fonts and'bands, having nouriſhment mi-" 


» ftred, and knit together, encreaſeth with. 
the encreaſe of God, And the Apoftle to: 
the Romans ; So we being many. are one- 
body in Chriſt,, and every une members one- 


Ill of another, ROM. L2e.v. 5. and 1 Cor:12. 
| 1:2, T3, There a-one body, and one ſpirit c: 


and Epheſ. 4. 4. and v. 12. For the edi- 
frying of the body of Chriſt: So Ephel. 5. 
23. Hs x the bead of the bedy, the Church :- 


|. and Col,r.18. and-Chap. 2: v.17. Which 
| are @ ſhadow of things to come, but the 


vedy 3. Chriſt; | And. be ye thankful}. 
wxauru.yirgas, The former Tranl- 
Iztion. reads it, and be. ye the” amiable;. 


|| This word is not found.any where that. 


I know; . 


I know,or. can meet with in this ſenſe : 

divers of the ſame Stock, '(T may ſay) 
and mark, ftill ſignifie :hankfut, and fo 
do others befide Chry/cftom , the .Sy- 

riack Interpreter, referring it to Chriit, 
. althoygh ſeeing it is putin rank with 
Duties pertaining to men, I-rather take 
it, of thankfulneſs to men each to other ; of 
that after. pol ir IETHS ol RE 
- Such then is the ſenſe of the words, 
wherein we are exhorted to two Ver- 
 tues, Peace and Thankfulneſs, There be: 
two parts of the words that concern 
Peace; firit, the Dyty, Let the peace cf 
God Ale in your hearts:;. Secondly, two 
Reaſons 3 I.. God's calling, Ts are cal 
led to peace, The ſecond Reaſon is, That: . 
you are in one body., | 

Peace, which is the Duty that-we are 

exhorted unto, is a Moral,or (to ſpeak 
in Chriſtian language) a Theological: 
. Vertue, of that. worth and excellency, 
which; we. are bidd:n., to ſuffer to. 
marſhal us-and all our aGions, to give: 
Peace the preheminence; let.it-rule, in. 
God's: Name, in us and over us :: It is: 
the Peacc.of God., | 


- 'Thie: 


| be, Peace. ;/Trem. renders it:thus, Pax ., 


(:12). 

iThe:Evangelical-Obſeryation is this3 :. 
- Obſery, That when there ſhall be a, 
Conflict in .our Thoughts , between. 
Anger, Swelling, Diſdain,” Ambition, ;. 
Revenge 3 and on the other ſide, Meek-: 
nefs, Mercy Humility, Love, yea fome-... } 
times Juſtice: then. let Peace bear the 
iway, and.order all things. It is not. 
then (tho''ſtill to be defired yet) to be 
' hoped- for: fo much-, to be without _ 
Confli& with our Paſſions, as regard-- 
ed, that at leaſt they be well Marſhal-. 
led; a wreftlingithere will be, only be-. 
ware this\Contemtiots be not without 
a, Moderator of the Strife, which uſt 


fic. moderatrix in cordibus weltrs ; Let- 
Peace be the-Moderatrix in your hoarts. .. 
| It is- not +to: be- expected . then, but 
there will be 'Contentions,, Diſcords, - 
and,thereupon: troubleſom . AﬀeRions; 
which will ſtrive for the Maſtery and 
cominion, as, was among{t.the Apoſtles -.. 
themlelves; for by the way they bad - 
| ciſpured ,. #bo- ſhould be greateſt, ſaith 
| St: Marks9, 44:34 but yet let:Peace rule, - 
| tr her always .in your hearts, win. and - 


| have the-upper-hand,. (as Eraſmw.ren- - 
| Gers this Phraſe in his. Paraphraſe upon 
| this EriSFHe, This was the cale between - 
| BY | Abrakam,;: 


> 
\ 


Cas 


"Abrabam and his Nephew Lot, when ' 
there was a ſtrife between the Herd-- 
men -of AbZabham's Cattel , and the 


Herdmen of Lor's Cattel,and the Cans-: 


anite and the Perizite dwelt then inthe : 
Land, Gen. 13. 7,8. 4nd Abraham. faid- 
unto Lot, Let there be no ſtrife, I pray. 
thee, - between * me and thee, and * between * 
my herdmen- and thy herdmen, for' we are-: 
| brethren, Heb, ITSWUR 212 are men- 
brethren, and ſo Peace and Love deet- - - 
ded: the. Controverſies, and prevented = 
all future occaſions of difference- be- - 


tween the two Families. * 


The Reaſons 'of Diffentionsare-ei- 


ther inward or outward. 
1, Inward are many ; firſt, Defe&s 


of Underſtanding, when men are not ' 
rightly informed” and. acquainted with” 


all matters: 4bimelec pleads thus; and. 


juſtifies himſelf co 4brabam; who had 


reproved him, becauſe of a Well of 


Water, which - Abimelecs Servants had 


violently taken away, Gen. 21.25. And © 
Abimelec ſaid, I ot not who hath done © 
thu thing, neither -didſt thu tell me; nei- | 
ther. yet heard T of it, but to- duff. A right 

underſtanding prevented a fad falling *© 
out, and danger of War, between the *© 
Iſraelites and the men of Gilead, about _ 

ITT £ _ the: 


[7 
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the Altar of memorial that was reared 

up at the Banks of Jordan, tall the true 

meaning. thereof was known, Foſh. 22 
1:2.. The whole ccnzregation of the children 

| of Iſrael gathered themſelves together at 

l Shilo, 7ogo up to war againſi them..y, | 

| 2.. Weakneſs. of Tudgment is a ſecond 

| Reaſon: of Diſſention ; for though in 

' general we may diſcern what is good or 
evil 5. as that, no man isto be wronged, 
and that 2we muſt do mito others, as we 
would be done unto ;. yet when we come 
to the particulars, we reſolve tar other- 
wiſe, Deteriora ſequor,, © 

4.. Stifne(s. in Opinions once received 

and entertained. is an- c6<caſton of con- 
tinned Differences, even amongſt men 
of the ſame Profeflion ;3- as between | 
the Phariſees and Saduces; there aroſe | 

| a Diſlention,. and the Multitnde as: 

| divided, Ads 2 * 5 tt: 

i 4.Pride is agreat Makebate; only by 

' Pride cometh contention, faith Solomon, | 
Proy. 13.10.. Men have forgotten that 
exhortation of the Apoſtle Peter 3 Tea _ 
«ll of yu be ſubjeft to one another, and be 

|. clothed with humility: for God reſiſts the 

[| proud, and gives. grace. to the humble, 

ft 23 Per. $-5---- a 

5-. Envy is a Cauſe of deadly Diſſen-* 


| F3ons.,: 


» Gs (OO. CD. bond 
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tiom 3. infomuch' that Solomon. asks the 
Oueſtion, Prov- 27- 4.. Who # able to 
ſtand before envy? before this Son of: 
Anak * The ground of the firſt Quar-. 
rel between Eain and Abelt hat ended: 
in inzocent blood,Gen.4.5. The Lord 'had- 
reſpe& to: Abel and his Offering, but to. 
Cain. and his Offering, he had no re- 
ſpe&, and Cain was very. wroth,. arid by 
countenance fell. Moſes tells .us, That 
Facob-heard Labar's Sons ſay, Facob hath 
taken away. all that was our father's, and. 
of that wh'ch was our fatber's bath he 
gotten all thi glory. and Jacob beheld 
the countenance of Laban, and behold. it 
24s.not' towards him as before. This oc- 

cafioned Faccbs ſtealing away from - 
Labar ſecretly with all that be had, as ye 
read, Gen.31.1,2..27-31. See alſo Gez.. 
27.4T.. where it is recorded, That Eſau 
hated Jacob, becauſe of the bleſſing where - 
with by father bleſſed him's. and Eſau 
ſaid in his heart, the days of mourning for 
my father are at hand, then will T ſlay my. 
brother ' Jacob. Again, Geneſ. 37. 4. 8. 
When Joſephs brethren {aw that. their 
father loved him more than all by bre- 
thren, they bated him, and could not ſpeak: 
peaceably to him; and his brethren {aid 


. nnto him, Shalt thou indeed reign over 2: 


father 


( I6 0, | : 
and ſhalt thou, indeed. hug. dominion over 
| us? and they\ bated hins yet more for. hu 
Www dreams, and. far hs wards... 
Stephen the . Protg-martyr quotes this 
| *  Scfipture in his laſt, Speech before the. 
” Tewiſh Sanhedrim; and the \Patrtarchs.: | 


| moved withenvy, ſold Jolephinto Egypt, 
| but God. w as ith hin, BOS 7; V9. . 
'\ - Emvieſt thou for. my ſake (laith Muſes 
ll 10 Tyſons, that. wou!d have him forbid 
| © Fldad: and*-Medad: to prophecy in the 
ll camp?) would Cod all the: people of the 
' © Land were Propbets, and that \ the Lord . 
would. put his Spirit upqn 1herr, Numb. | 
FL © 0, ART 
| . "What a dreadiul Judgmentdid Envy . 
| bring upon Corahand his Confederates, 
- when they gathered themſelves toge-- 
ther-againlt 2oſes and againſt Aaron, . 
| and-faid, .nnto. them, .7e :2ke too much 
ll aport you. ſeeing . all: the congregation are- 
ſaints every one of them, and the. Lord 
among them ; wherefore then lift ye up _ 
' your. ſelves above. the congregation of the 
| . Lord, Num. 15.2. 32. The earth , opened 
| ber nowth, and ſwallowed them up, 8c. 
| Prlatehad rather releaſed Fe/as than 
[| Barabbas, for he knew that for Enty ; 
| they had delivered him, Matth. 27, 18: 
-And the Contention vas. ſo. ſharp . 
[> 2 ie : (ſaith -- 


| C17 }-: _ 
( ſaith Luke ) between, Pau! and Bar” 
nabas, Adts 15: 39, that they departed 
aſunder the one from the other, men that 
had had hazarded their lives (often) for. 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, as all the 
firſt Synod. at Feruſalem teſtifie to the 
Gentiles, under their hands. v. 26, Two 
Apoſtolick men, of whom the Ho/y Ghofs 
ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for 
the. work whereunto T have called them 3 
and when they had faſted and prayed, and, 
laid their hands on- them, they ſent them 
away, Aﬀts 13.2, 3 I find Srrife and. 
envying always joyned togethers as 
Rom.1 2.13. Let us walk honeſtiy.as ins the, 
day —— not in ſtrife and enping, 1, Cor. 
2.3; For are ye not carnal, :yhereas there us. 
among... you envying 'and ſtrife , and. di- 
Viſzons ( or. factions ). are.ye #0t carnak 
and walk as. men? And, James Jaith,, 
That where enuying and ſtrife is, there ws 
confuſion and every evil work: Or, asthe* 
Original bears it, Tumult and unquict-. 
neſs, Jam. 3.16, 4X a. 1. 
Thus I have briefly ſearched-into the 
inward: Reaſons of Diflentions, accord- 
ing as the Holy..Ghoſt. in. the Scriptiires 
hath laid them before us... | | 
2. The outward. Reaſons of them, 
are, 1. Satan.the old Serpent, that 
| - keps 


- 
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* kept not ba frſt pation, Jude 6. but brake 


his own peace with God in Heaven, 
and ours with our God in Paradiſe, 
and ever ſince with one another, that 
flips no occafion to fow the Tares of 
diſſention in the Lord's field ; and per{e- 
eutes the .Worman that brought forth the 
Man-child, Rev. 12. 13. 17. as hotly as 
ever, becauſe he knoweth that he hath 
but a ſhort time between him and the 
Eake (ſpoken of, Rev.z0.14.) to break 
the peace, and hinder her proſperity ; 
By making war with the remnant of her 
feed, which keep the commandments of 
God , and. have the teftimony of TFeſws 
Chrift ;'the' things that ſhall come up- 


on him and his followers make haſte, 


Dent. 32. 350 

Secondly, Wicked men ſet. on by 
Satan, to ſet us together by the ears, 
that they may. weaken ns by our own 
powers. The Church had fometimes 
reſt from her Pazaniſh Enemies and 
Perſeentors, but never from her own 


Children that ſhe had nouriſhed and brought. 
up, yet they rebelled azajnft her, Ifa. 1.2. 


That came to her in $ heeps-clothing, 
but 'inwardly they were Rawvening 
Wolves; as cur Lord deſcribes them, 
Matth, 7. 15. Such were the Arians of 


old, 


; 
: 
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| o'd, whoſe Diviſions and. Cruelcies 


exceeded the Pageniſh, as much as the 
Popiſh exceed all that were hefore them 
in Malice, Hatred, and Cruelty towards 
God's People; of which the Apoſtle 
gave warning to: the Elders of the 


| Church of Epheſas, ſaying, For 1 kyow 


that after my departing. , ſhall grievous 
Wolves enter in among you, not ſparmg 
the flock ; and alſo of your cwn ſelves ſhall 
men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away Di/ciples after rhem, A&ts 20. 29, 
3o.. And again, he would have Tamo- 
thy to know, that in the laſt days peri- 


|. Hos times ſhould come 5 which he. de- 
ſcribes fo exactly, as if he had lived in 


our days to. behold them, 2 Tim. 3.verſe 
I,2, 3 L 2. CFC. | 
The next Obſervation from. theſe. 
WR BNSS -- 1 | 
Ovf. 2. That the Peace of God. ruling 
in the hearts of Believers, is the only- 
remedy againſt all Dzſextions, inward. 
and outward,. which. is - here called, 
G02”; peace, for theſe Reaſons; 
- Rea. 1. For indeed he, and he alone, 
it is, that makes mento be of one mind 
together, Roms. 15. 5. 2 Cor, 19.11. the - 
work of godly union; is the Prerogative 
of God ;, according to the Name that 
ROE | Gideon 


Gideon gave'to the Altar that. he built 
in Ophrab, when he was made Captain 
Genera! againſt the M1d;anites , 
he *called 'ir 'Fehovab Shalem., that 


is,.'the -God of peace 5+ Or, the, Lord 


fend © peace; © which he did. grant. his 
people for forty years, after the-defeact 
of their invading, and preſumptuous 
Enemies, by the Sword of the Lord, and 
the Sword of Gideon, Fadg. 6. 24: and. 


' Reuſe 2. Becauſe it is God alone that 
makes the Enemies to be 'at Peace to= 


. gether, with thoſe that he loves ; as 8o-. | 


 loman Tpeaks, Prov. 16. 8. When a man's 


Ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even bs _ 


Enemies to be at peace with him, 7 make 
peace,” ſaith the Lord, by ther Prophet 
I/aiab, Chap, 47.7: Re TR 

'3..-He'ts termed by the Name of, 


' TheGod'of peace, Provax 5.15. Notonly. 
In reſþe&:of the-giving ſpiritual peace 

of Conſcience, * which is: a” continual . 
Feaſt, but thisiriward' peace of Aﬀecti- 
ons; Arid ' ohtward catriage” towards : 
others {as our 4p:fle concludes his Se- , 
cond Epiſtle to the Corinthians,” (among 


. whom there had been many Diſſentions 
and* Gontentions; TY Cor.'t. T1.): Finally 


| 


| 
! 


le 
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my brethren farewtl, be of good comfort,” b# 
of one'mind, live in'peace, -and the Gol 
of love' and peace ſhall be with you, 2 Cor. 


74; Laſtly, he. is called, The God of 


peace, hot ofily effentially> but allo.per- 


EET I gs et 
G "Obþ 'H God in the unity of Eſſence, 


and Trinity of Perſons, is the God of 


peace; there is a' moſt | blefſed* aud 

eternal peace between them," * 
*-x.' Godin the nnity of Efſence'is the 
God of pn ; the©Apyftlei cofictades 


the r5th Chaprec of th&Epiltle t*the 


' Romans, this 3” Now't32 God of peate be 


with you all, - Amen: and to the Philip= 


. pians he writes thus; The things which. 


ye bave both \learned; and received, and 
heard, ani ſeen in me, do,” and the God of 
peace ſhall be ith you, Phill:4.v.9.* 7 
2.: God the Father, the firft Perſon 
In order of che ' glorious Trinity , is 
ſtyled, the Grd of peace, as. the Fountain 
and firſt Author of it ; and who in that 
he is our Father in "Chriſt, loves us, 
and will nor fee vs want ary good 
thing ; Every good gift, and;wery per= 
fe gift is: from abowe , and meth 
@opn from the Father of lights , faith 
St. Zames 1.17, and our £47)/Hle con- 
| cludes 


| thatis to be giren us, and Beſto 
who.by Office and Authority, is able | 


( 22 J | 


cludes his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, with 
' this Prayer ; Now the God of peace, . that 


brought again from the' dead our Lord 
Feſms Chriſt , the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, by the blood of the everlafting coves 
nant , make -you perfect in every good 
work, to-do his will, working in you that 
which zs well pleaſing in his fight, through 
Teſus Chriſt, to _ be _ for ever 
and ever, Amen ; Heb. 13. 20,21. _ 

3- God the. Son, the ſecand Perſon 


in 'the bleſled. Trinity, is alſo ftyled, | 


the God of peace, as the Deſerver of all 
1p given us, and- Beſtower, 


to diſpence from the Father unto us his 
Subjeas,. ſuch things as we have need 
of, whereof Grace and Peace are the 
chief Jewels..( as verſe. 2. of the firſt 
Chapter.) The Syriack reads this Text 


thus, Let the peace of Chriſt. rule in your | 


hearts : He is our peace, ſaith the Pro- 


phet, Micab 5.5. and this man ſhall. 


be the peace , when the Aſſyrian ſhall 
tread in our land: The Prophet [/aiab 
calls him. che Prince of peace, Ila. 9. 6. as 
typified by Melchiſedeck King of Sha- 
lem, the true King of peace 5 as the Apo- 
Fl: renders his Royal Titles, firſt, be- 


ng by interpretation King. of righteouſ- 
>. meſs, 


| C23) oi 
neſs, and after ithat alſo , King of 84+ 


km, which is, King of peace, Heb. 7. 2. 


and well may he deſerve that honour- 
able Title ; For he 4 our peace (faith the 
Apoſtle to the Epheſians ) Ephel. 2. 14. 
Who hath made both one, and hath broken 


| down the middle wall of partition between 


#s ; between Jews and Gentiles, and be- 


tween our God and us; having made 
peace through the blood of his Croſs, ſaith. 


he, in the Firſt Chapter of his Epii#te 
and 2oth verſe | 
He-is our Peace-maker with God ; 


' Beiny juſtified by faith, we have peace with 


God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom, 
5. I At his Birth all the Militia of Hea- 
ven {ang this joyful Ditty in a Procla- 
mation of Peace; Glory to God in the 
higheſt, peace on earth, good will towards 
»en, Luke 2, r4. At his Death he lefc 
us a Legacy of peace; My peace I leave 
with you, my peace T give unto you; not 
as the world giveth I give unto you, John 
14, 27; . ; | 

. 4. God the Holy Ghoſt, the third 
Perſon of the glorious Trinity, is the 
Ged of peace, the Spirit of peace and 
love : And the wery God of peace ſandifie 


| , you whilly; the concluſion of the Firtt 


Epiltle to the Theſſalonians, CDF. Ver. 2% 
He 


TEN (244) | 
He is the: San&ifier of all the: Ele& 
people:of God: The excellent iruits of |; 


. this God of peace, are ſet down by the 


Apoſtle to the Galatians; But the fruits 
of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, long-ſuf- 
fering, gentleneſs, ee, , faith, meck- 
neſs, temperance, againſt ſuch there is no 
law, Gal. 5.22. | | 

1d becauſe the Godhead and Con-. 
ſubſtancialiry of the Son with the Fa- 


ther, is by all this diſcourſe approved, 


and that alſo of the Holy Ghoſt;- I 
will 'conclude. this Point after - the 
phraſe- of: the' 4rbanaſion Creed: 5 The 
Father is the'God of peace, the Sox is the 
God. of peace, and the Holy Ghoſt is the 
God of peace.;- and yet they are not three 
Gods of peace, but one God of peace; 


And with that Prayer wherewith the 


Apoſtle concludes his Second Epiltle to 
the Theſſalonians, which ircludes all this; 
Now- the Lord. of peace himſelf give you 
peace always, by all-means ; the Lord be 
with you af. 2-"Thell. 3. v. 16. | 
_ - Obſerv. 4. Inthe brief Application of 
this Point, before I proceed any fur« 
ther; let - us obſerve, for our Inſtrudi- 
on, "That this is a cloſe Argament , to. ||. 
perſwadethe more, to permit this Peace - 
to hold the Maſtery in us, becauſe it 
| — I 
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3 God's; and fo indeed God ſhall rule 
in our hearts by his peace. . | 
*The'name of the King's Peace, is of 
no ſmall weight, as to repreſs the Out- 
rage of the Unruly; Tt ought. to be at 
leaft, when the Officer cries, 7 charge 
you in the King's Name, to. keep. the King s 
Peace. 'God's Sacred Name is greater, 
thatis King of Kings, and Lord of Loydss 
the-greater their Sin. that break his 


Peace, at once offending God and the - 


King. ' = | 
Exhort, Let usnot ſay then, we will 
not have his Peace rule: in our hearts; 
as thoſe Ill-bred Citizens , that hated 
'their Noble Lord, and ſent 'a Meſſage 


_ after him, ſaying, We will not have. 


this man to ruk over ms, Luke 19. 14. but 
"rather as the men of Jae} ſaid to Gi- 
deon > Rule thow over us, both thou and 


thy ſon, and thy. ſon's ſon. alſo, for. thou. 


« baſÞ delivered us from the hand of Midi- 
an, Judg, 8.22. 4nd bath made peace 
our borders; as the Pſalmiſt ſings, P/alns 

| 147. I4. | . *% 

Let every. one of us ſay with. him, 
again and apain, I. wit hearken what 
God the Lord will ſpeak, for he will (peak 


= 


| peace unto bis people, $ec. Pal, 85.8. 
C | To 


"I 


(26) -* :3.. 
To, the which alſo # ere-colled-in-wne 


"- to the Fi A's! 'Realans, why 
this Peace of Gol ſhould rule in 'Qur. 
hear! ts; which are two: -...: 
| Sri God's calling, Te are called. to. 


"Por the meani! EEE b it is - 
mich atofly, As whan he 

versyou from the - World, wo Jay 

= ck = you; to have peace tule.tn 

is was the Prophecy . of -- 

Taiah, concerning the times af the Go- : 

B#), that cruel and favage Beaſts ſhould 


Hot lay down 'their fierceneb , Lions, 


es; Serpents, learn other.manners,. 
and beings at unity with Lambs, Ox- 


- en, Children,” &c. This purpoſe of 


God, you muſt become Inſtruments. 

bring'to paſs. The Wolf alſo ſhall duel 
with 'vhe Lamb, and the Leopard fall the 
down with \rbe Kid, the Calf and the young 
Lion, and the Fatl 2 together, and @ 13- 
#leChild ſtall lead them ; ' and the.Cow and 
«he Bear ſhall feed, rheir young ones ſhall | 
He down together, and the Lion ſhall eat'| 
Brew bike like the Ox, and the ſucking Child | 
ſhall play on the hole of the Ap, pg 
-wveantd* child * ſhall put bis hand en the 
Cookatrice den 3 theyſhall not bunt nar dv-| 


frroy 


<4 


3 


.or. maker of Frays ; Penalit.is of a high 


Peace, to, be a Striker; So 
ſhame, and a juſt caufe of 


.4o-the Peace,to be a-Quarre 
: hate, Ranter,. O's. Chriſtians. ,cq 
- ſos, Was one of the greateſt. Par: 


Gn CS: ) | 
fBr4) in. all my holy mauntgin ; For the 
"earth ſhallbe fled with the glory of the Lard » 


as the waters cover the ſea, 11a,11.6,7, 8. 
- Agreat ſhame for a Miniſter of out- 


; | ward peace, to break the, peace; A.Ju- 


ſtice, who is the. Conſeryator of the 


- ; Peace, or a.Conſtable, who. is ſworn 


to ſee the Peace kepe, ta_be a Fighter, 


= 


when - a mag is bound to. the 
a It is lurely, a 
ſhame, and a fe of ſhame, when 
a Chriſtian, who by his CalINgS bougd 


Tg.4 CF? -- 


and Scandals in the-Primitive.Churgh. 


The Apoſtle Paul in the Sixth Chapter 


of his Firſt Epiſtſe to- the Corinths,.re- 


_. proves the-Corinihians for their breach 


of God's.Peace,. that qught to rule it 
their hearts, for Lawing - one with an-' 


other, before Heathen Judges, ( when 


there.was notfſo wuch, as a Chriſtian 


"Conſtable in the World ) which:-Faule 
* having very ſharply repraved, and told 
them 'of- another courſe by -Arbitre- 
"-ment,eyen of the meanelſt of theChurch, 
"If there were noother wiſe or-able man, 


amongthem;: He. prefleth-ſo.far,.as.to 
FEY C2 ſlay, 


a reupon” 
*his' marter ih the root, tis appeals to | 
their knowledge, 


'other Sinsdid not exclude from the i in- | 
" heritance of the: Kingdom of Heaven 


brethren, b 


= of wg - and knoweſt not that thou art 


(28) 


I ;They' ought rather to ſuffer wrongs 


ereas they wronged their Brethren 
bob: ouring to' "remedy - 


i Injuſtice, as many 


y<5-he. avouches it, and ſo falling o 


'mro* 4 more gentle manner; he cells. 
- them:roundly, what they were ſome- 
times, but now by the Grace of God 
- otherwiſe, he leaves'it to be eſteemed 
then, that to thoſe things they ought. 
" not 'to- return again, that are incon-. 
fiſtent wich® this Evangelical Peace of | 
'-God: See 1 Cor. 1. To. Now I beſeech you | 
: by the Name of our Lord Feſwe | 

""Chrif, that 'ye all peak the ſame thing, and | 
' that there be 0 drvifion among you, that | 
"ye be perfetHy  joyned together -in the ſame. 
minds and in the ſame judgment: 


Exbort, Let us then: for the better. 


. ©xlming of our Paſſions, bethink.us, and 
ask our ſelves theſe few Queſtions. - 
©,” Firſt,, Who, and what- we are, and] 


were? Our Lord refolveth this Queſti- 


- on, chiefly in his Epiſtle: to the Church. 
of Laodicea Becauſe thou ſayeſt, 1 am pow 


and entrauſid with goods, and  bawe nee 


"ths. adit af 
Fr 


wretched, 


7 XN QS as 
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' wretched. and miſerable ,. and ptr , and 


blind, aud naked; I counſel thee to buy of 


' meld tried in the fire, that thow mayiſt be 


rich, and aibjte rayment that thou maye#t 
be cloathed, and: that be ſhame of thy na- 


|]. kedneſs do not appear, and anoint thine eyes 


with eye-ſalve; that thou mayef ſee, Rev. 
AVI}. FO dt . | 

_ Secondly, Who it is that calls us ? 

- When our Lord commanded blind 


| Bertimens to be called, that cried after 
- him, Fe/zs thou ſon of David, have mercy: 
\. on me: And. they. call the blind man, 


ſaying unto him, be of good comfort, r1je, 
be calleth thee ; and he cafting away 41s 


| garment, Yoſe and came to Feſus, Mark 
_ :10-:50. So ought we to Caſt away all 
1 our Animoſities and petty Diſſentions, 
_. and admit this ſweet and caſfie Yoak, of 


the Peace of God te rule.in our'bearts ; fer 
faithful is hethat calleth you, who alſs will 
do it, faith the Ape, 1 Theſſ.5.24. And 
again, God w fairbful, by whowy ye are cal- 
led unto the fellowſhip of bu. Son Feſt 
Chriſt. our. Lord, - faich: the.; Apoſtle Peter, 
L.2-9.2.:From the dominien of - ſis. and Se- 
Fen, unto.'the'ployjoms liberty of. the children 
of God, Rom..8. 21. Gal. 5.1. From the: 


q- troubles of this tumultuous World; that '. 
r: | is-like. the raging _, that canngot-reſt, 


3 and 


. eftel'men; to Heaven, in thefe endear-- 


_ our” Dhbty: We'are called unto Peace, | 


(50.) 
and the* Chriſtians: are-as 'weary' of it; 
as Dzvid'was of Meſek ; when he ſaid; } 
Wo i me that I ſojourn in Meſ&k, that T: 
dwell inthe Tents of Kedar 3 my Soul hath - 
long dwilt with him” that bateth'peace: I. 
an for-practe,* but when I ſpeak," they" aw 

for way. And:again heſaid, O that I bail 

wings like a Dove, for ther would I fe &+} 
way aid be at reſt, Pfilm 55..v- 6. Upon 
which- account , -our Lord calleth his 

Church'from'the World, the' Seat of 


ing expreflions: Come with me from Le | 
banon; my Spouſe, with me from Leba- 
non ; lo:k from the top of Amana, Jror# | 
the top of Shemsi and Harmon, form the |. 
Liows'Den, fromthe Mountain of the Leo 


Foarthly; Unto what are we'called? - 
- Go hitti called us untopeace; r Cor, 
5.14.” Eet our” Calling admoniſh us'of 


that 's afar off, and to him That" is titer; | 
ſaith the Lord) and I will hentbirn, Wa. 57. 

ry.” Xwowihg rhe, ther 6 are thereunco | 
exllitd; vhar v4 (honid inderit ableſang, faith 


blefling than peace, that in the Bowels || 
of itthath all bleflings lodged ; And onr 
ofhe | Apple | 


"a 


- 
ie” 
a 


WV hq To 


"Peace, that hath called us to peace, is- 


4-44 Hes 
4poftle tells us. above. Sixteen. hundred 


{ years :ago., That the God of peace ſball 


bruiſe Satan (the grand Enemy. of our 
peace) under our feet ſhortly, Rom. 26. 
Y. 20. 1hat, we. may know in.ths our day, 
the things that belong to our peace, that they 
be: not bid from our eyes; as our Lord 


 ſpake. when he wept over Feruſalom, 


Luke 19.42, ; | 

I will conclide this firft Reafon, Why 
the peace of God ſhould'bear rule in 
our hearts; Becauſe we-are called there- 


"unto, with our. Lords charge, to his Di- 


ſciples, in bidding them, Beware of of- 


fences :..He. coheludes his Speech thus ; 
| Have. ſalt is.your ſelves, and bave peace 


on, with another, Mark 9.42. 5o. Where 
thee Salt of true Grace is, it will make 
the means of peace ſweet and ſavoury 
and na ftain of. corruption, or the le 

ynſayourineſs ſhall remain; todiſreliſh 
any ſqueamiſh Stomach. Letisremem- 
ber withal, That he that is the God of 


alſo the God of all grace, ho beth cal- 
led us ynta ha eternal glory by Chriſt Teſus 
as. Peter Ipeaks, 1 Pot. 5, 10. And ſo an.en- 
rang fhek, e miniſtred unto m abundan;ly 
Into the everlaſting Kingdom of. our Los. 
and. Saviour Feſws Chrift, 2. Pet. 1; VI I 
lu C4 _ where. 


(32) 


where we ſhall enjoy everlaſting peace, 


Reaf. 2. The ſecond Reaſon why the- 


ERIE: 


peace of God ſhould rule in'our hearts, - 


is this 5 That we are in'one body. 


: . For that this is a diſtin& Reaſon. ap- 
. ÞEArs, becauſe he ſays, Not unto our bo-. 


dy, & £01 agual,, in one body. This 


' Similitude more. fully, is, as much as 
to ſay, - You Chriſtians with. Chriſt 
make as it were a body : Therefore as 
it were. monſtrous, if one body ſhould 
Jigld members fighting one againſt an- 
other, and making as it were a Civil 
war'in the natural body. So K 18, if dif- 
order . be found amongſt you Chriſti- 
ans, that which Chriſt makes up a my- 
ſlical body. The reſembling Chriſtians 


_ toa body, is at large exemplified and. 


'garniſheg, 1 Cor.12, and in divers other 
TIP aces of Scripture mention- 
Hl Me, places of Scriptur 1t1oN- 
274*.. _ +. wan Hiſtory , That upon a 
bg ' time, there was .a great Se- 
dition in the City of Rome, the Commons 
complaining of the; Sezare and Nobility, 
Tole up tumultuoufly againſt them; One: 


Menenins. f87ippn, Wiſer than the reft, | 
t 


brought them to peace, and unity 'a- 


ed. Yea,w eread in the Re - 


gain, by this very Similitude-of Mem- | 


bers and Body, and made ſuch an Ora: 
I ge, Kon 


'. 
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tion unto them 3 © 47 what time, aid 
© he, in man's Bedy, the Members did not 
Tar now apree in one, but each had bs 
©'ſeveral counſel. and fpeech, the. reft of the. 
parts had indignation, that by their care, 
© labour, and induftry, and miniſtry, all 
" rhings were provided for the Belly, it be- 
© 3ng quiet and at eaſe,, in the midſt; did 
* nought elſe but enjoy the Pleaſures that 
E: were given it : Whereapouthey conſpired, 


 ©*rher the Hand ſhould wut reach any meat 


© to the Mouth, nor the Mouth recerve its 
* being given, nor the Teeth chew it. Whilſ 


© thus enraged, they would needs maſter the 


* Belly with Famine : The Members thems- 
* ſelves withal, and the whale Body came 
* fo an extream Conſumption, whereby ap- 
" "peared that the Bellies Service 2as not 
© the worſt, nor ſlackeſt, that it did not leſs. 


© nouriſh than receive nouriſhment, Nieliing 
© back into all the parts, the tife and blood; 


© which heving digeſted the meat, it. Ia 
* boureth thereout, and divideth withal in- 
© fo the Veins and'Conduits of the. hole 
: _ Such, ſaid he, # the-Civil Di/- 
®cord and Auger of the People againſt the. 
© Senate, © - - 
By" this means' he perſwaded the. 
People to lay down: their Arms, ard" 15 
turned their. Minds from their intended 
& ATE "I Hoſltility 


| (34) PO Re 
Hoflility. and Violence to_Unity and 
Pe aces And indeed the Apofle's Sch, 
If Je bite and devour one another, take beed © 
that ye be not. conſumed one of another, 

Gal. 5-254 tends to theſame end ; and - 
largely. doth. he garniſh this Similitude 
in the place T named right now, preſ- 
ſing it to divers Duties, which ſhortly: 
to name , becauſe they ſerve to the 
"maintenance of -Peace in her Sove-- 
Fagnty, are theſe + — 
*-. I, To rejoyce each at others good ; 
Ff one-rmember be honoured,, all the members. 
ane Went LOTL426: wy 

- 2. To ſuffer Compaſſionately each. 
with other: And whether one member 
ſafer, all the members [uffer with it, ibid. 

.-3. To have Care each of another ; 
That there. ſhould be no ſchiſm in the body, 
but that the members ſhould have the ſame 
care . one 4 auather. (v. 25.) to nouriſh 
and cheriin them. 5 _ _ } 

4 The- mare weak and baſe, tobe. 
compaſſed with Honour, with the more: 
comely ; Nay mych-more, thoſe meme {| 
bers of the- body thatſeem more feeble, 
are neceſſary : and: thoſe members. of 
the. body which we think to be baſe, 
wpon thoſe we beſtow more abundant: 

aonouT.; and our wrcomely parts have 
| mIOre: 


»” o's® WVUvyu\s wo 


( 35) 


 more- abundant comeliniſs, verſe 22, 23;- 


5- The werthier not to. think” they 
may be wichout'the baſer,nor - the baſer 
think they are not in any place or reck- 
oning, becaufe not the worthieſt. 45d 
the Eye cannot ſay tothe Hand, I have no 
need of thee ; nor again; the Hend' to rhe 
Foot, I bave 10 neeth of you; V«2> C 

' 6; If ther Foet ſhallfay, becaufe [am not 
tht Fland, 1 am not of the body, w it there- 
fore -not- of the body ?. And if the Ear ſhall 


ſay, becauſe T am not the Eye, I am not of 


the body, # it therefore not of the body 2: 


| V.'IF. 26. —_ 


Thus far the ''Apoftle in his excellent 
Parallel betweeti the Members of: the 
Natural Body, and. the Members of ths 
Body Myftical-. "Theſe Opinions and 
Pra&ices befic ſuch'as wonld keep peace; 
fuch. as 'are- Members of one- Bady: 3 
which very- Conſideration, that they 


_ are found inthe Natiiral Body, ſhould 


draw us into the pradttice. of thetn,. in 
the Spiritual and Myſtical : Chriſt our 
Lord flows into usby his Spirit of Peace- 
and Love, and gives us'Grace fo to do, 
and'this will enable usto obey the 4po- 


fie in the words before this Text. 4nd. | 
 abowe all things, put on-charity which: the 


bond. of" perfutineſs,* This ward Boyd,is | 
taken. 


(362 : 
taken ſometimes for the Simews and Lin 


gaments of the: Foynts, as Chap. 2..v.19+ | 
Sometimes for-the Band: that: tieth: a 


thing, compoſed of. a great many ſmall 
parts into one 3 as. a Sheafor Faggot. 

 T think Peace' is. called, Epbeſ. 4+ 3. en- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the Spi- 
*it in the bond of Peace: And this Per- 
teaneſs may be taken, x. For the per- 
feneb of every man inthe Gifts of the 
Spirit, which are diſlolved;and. fall-one- 
from another, without Love. Or, 2ly.. 
For the whole: Body of 'the Church, 
which is diſſolved and falls. aſunder 
without loye ; of whichin:the two pla- 
ces laſt named.. I willinclude herein; 
both inward perfeGneſs in-private Chyi- 
ftians, and: publick in.the body of the: 
Church.. - So the Church, Chriſt's Bo- 
dy, it.is capable ofa kind of-perfeion,,. 


even when. it is moſt imperfe& inthe + . 


Eyes of the World; as now it was, and. 
when the: 4pofile wrote! that, Epheſians: 
&..V: 3+ | | | A 
Obſervat. The: thing that makes: the: 
Perfection of the: Church, is. Love. He 
therefore that loves not, . 1s imperfeU in 


CThriſtanity:;. A. Child/ in Grace, (if 


| be haye.any,). yet:is Carnal, not. Spiri- 
| enal;; a Babe,nata Mans as the . 4po- 
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f#: concludes of the Corinthians from: 
| hence; x Cor-3:1:3-- And thoſsthat'take 
no care to maintaitr: Love with-their 
even Chriſtians, they do as much as- 
_ they may, maim, lame, and make im- 
perfet the Body of Chriſt, laying aſide 
| his new Commandment, That ye love 
one another, as T have loved you John x3. 
234: Let Papiſts1and ſuch as rejoyce- in 
| bitterneſs againſt their Brethren, think- 
on: this : Let us learn by all-means to- 
maintain Peace and Love; the nntime= 
tybroaking of ſome Truth, is not worth: 
'much' as to break Love; As the cw: 
ring of fome Diſeaſe, not worth the 
ainof the Cure ;as of ſome Wens and: 
Warts, &c; worth the cutting, &c- and: 
| this is to be followed of us. It is more: 
than ſeaſonable, that we: were put in 
mind of this Point; ' for we are faulty in- 
it much :: Now if one be 'more'ſcrupu-: 
lous: than another, in Ceremonies and 
Matters indifferent, Miniſter, or other ; 
one ſort there is that preſently: abate 
their love. Again. if another take a lic- 
tle liberty in ſuch things, the other fide: 
bears:not that: hearty affetion which 
ſhould: be. unto-him ; Though thus ei- 
| * ther think. of the other, they are men- 
that intend-to do yertuoully, yet there: 
| 12 


638) | 
equal Communication of the | 


js, not this 


Offices of :'KindneG,.which this Form, | 


Aboue alt? things put: on :love, would re: 
_ ' Whac if men: diflent from us in | 
dry Poihts of Judgment:or of Aﬀte- | 
Rion, as both may-be, and: juſtly ; yec | 
ket the Conſideration, that they = | 
Members of the: fame. Body; 
Men. reclaimed. to. God 3 Kev, which 
according: to: that- which the 
endeavour'to Serve-and: Wor ip oe; | 
makes-us-to ſtrige ſo:much the more, 
that it might not {dem eo; come: through - 
our Default, that any-Strangers ſhould 
be between us or Differences grow to 
greater Extremities, we: ſhall have the. 
better inthe handling ofthe Cauſe ;-to 
ſay nothing of the Truth, whether: we. 
have it on-onr ſide or nox-: Þ ray pos to 
God that we could be-content in:Mat- 
ters; of 'no. great Conſequence: ,' when 
rheny:Iifferences be among :us, tocom»: 
prifdvben with: that of the ' {Apoſtle If 
| any manthink wtherwife, the Lord ſhall re- 
| weal thi aiſe unto you, Phil. 3.15. Andan. 
| the mean ſpace; in our 195 54 Coun- 
tenances, Gefdires, Writings, be:mind- 
ful of this ſtanding Rule, -7bat Lowe: be= 
longs to all the Saints; as'the Apoſtle de- | 
leribes theſe Coloſſians, by their: Faith; in 


feſms 


ot 
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i. | - Faſo. Chrift, and their Love to ll the 


$6ints, Chap. 1. 4, So by letting go vain 


'Clamours, we ſhall find mere Truth 
' than we do, as being better diſpoſed 


to ſeek it, (which indeed no paſli- 


| , Onate man is;) and ſure I am, we 
ſhould haye more peace and comfort, 


and be freed from much fooliſh Suſpi- 
cions among-our ſelves, and many flan- 
derous and foul Imputations from our 


.common Enemies.. God give us Grace 
| - to ſee ourPFaults,& put a Remedy there- 


to in time, before. by our Diſſentions, 


we have weakened our ſelves ; that 


both together, we be'not matchable to 
our third and worſt Adverſary; ſe 
Plalm 13 1. | 


And be ye thankful. 


The ſecond Duty we are exhortes 
unto in this Scripturegis the duty of thank- 


| fulneſs; what variety is between: theſe 


two Words, Amiable and Thankful ; e- 
very man , may at the firſt view- eaſily 
conceive. : But our lateft Tranflation 
of the Word is the beſt, that-for Anna- 
ble puts in Thankful, whereunto the pro-. 
priety- of the Word, and Authority of | 
ether Intergreters doth fo lead me ;; as. - | 


| Epbeſ. 


het (49). T- 
eſe. 5: 4. but rather, giving of thanks: 
2 1 'Theſſal. 5.18. I . Ai 9g gioe| 
,- -.. thanks: And although they | 
em Chryjot refer it to God; or C rf mar : 
Ofcandir, my of themz yet what ſhould” 
' that do here, in the midſt'of 
other Daties pertaining to Man, Chrif 
being not named : Therefore I will 
ſpeak- of it in that ſenſe, which in my 
Conſcience, I'take it was ment. w. 
' Be 36 thankful. ] Be not unkind and 
ungrateful to thoſe that have deſerved- 
well at your hands. ets bf * 

Q. What & the thankfulneſs that # here | 

required? | STEP 
-  R; It may be deſcribed, 4 wilhng ac- 

knowledging and readineſs to requite Bene- 
fits, and good Turns received, 

I did not ſay, @ Requital, for many. 
times there is no-Power or Means foto: 
do, bat at leaſt there is Readineſs to do- 
t, and Mind of the good Turn ; if ei- 
ther of theſe fail, there is a Deted in 
Thankfulneſs. | | 


vs ne <1 


I 
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'''T. Sometimes we are wholly pre” | 


' vented in receiving , before we have 


ſhewed any occaſion. 

"2. Sometimes again we are firſt in 

fome Office, but are exceeded in the 

anſwering the ſame. a 

'3.. Sometimes the Perfons are Supe- 

_ riors or Equals 3 of ſuch quality I mean, 

as there is no great.odds between the 

Donor and Receiver . | FI» 

To the Firſt and Second of each, 

Thankfulneſs is the more to be ſhewed ; 
 T mean, we are more beholding, ina 
much as there is leſs deſert on our part, 
and in the one, nothing at all. 
I would ſpeak plainly. - 

1. Toour Parents, Miniſters, and Ma- 
feers in Learning ;, there is no Office we 
could ſhew to deſerve Kindneſs, there- 
fore to them we muſt be more bound. 

>to be thankful: So to a Stranger that 
ſhall firft upon ſome acquaintance, no 
. expedation of Requital, beſtow only 
_ Upon us, in the ſame meaſure of Bene- 
ficence, our Debt is more, than to one 
that we have, or may be helpful, or 
ſhew duty td again. » 1 
2, To our Superionr, being kind, we 


- owe more gratitude, than to our Equal; 


as [boſheth to David, 2 Sam.19- 30.28. 
| & 2. Even 
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3- Even the Value of the Benefit, 
adds ſome degree unto our Debt of 
Thankfulnefs, moſt, our ſelves; as Paul 
writes to Philemon, wv. 19. Albeit I do not 
ſay unto thee, how thou oweft unto me, even 
thine own ſelf brſides. | 
4. And the Speedineſs ſometimes 
adds to our Debt, eſpecially if it be at 
the firſt knowledge of our Want or De- 
fire, and perhaps expeds not our moving 
| the Matter, or if at our Suit, be given 
undelaiedly; ' Beneficium.. qui. cito dat bx 
dat; He gives twice that gives ſpeedily. 
* 5. But moſt of our debr of Thank- 
fulneſs comes from the Mind of the Do- 
nor, as proceeding from greater Love, 
though there be, by reaſon of want of 
power, lefs worthin the good Turn. 
Weare then to be taught here : 
 Do&r. That to all thoſe that have 
been Inſtruments of God's Providence 
to procure good unto us, we are to owe 
Thankfulneſs 3 they are fo many Bleſ- 
ſings of God to us. That which the 
Queen of Shebs once affirmed before 
Solomon, is very true : The Inſtruments 
of God's Bleflings, are-the Arguments of 
his Love to. us; Becauſe the Lord loved 
Iſrael for War, therefore made be the King 
to do FTudgment and Juſtice, t Kings oy 
5 I, LNG 
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7. The firſt duty of ThankfuJnels that 
under God we owe, is to our Parents 3 
which is ſo neceflary, that the 4po/ile 
would not have the 7/idows to be choſen 
eo the ſervice of the Church, that had Ctul- 
dren to maintain them, and periorm 
duty to them : Let them (faithhe)) rec077- 
pence their Anceſtors ; ( Sothe Word Tois 
Tpyoyors ſignifies ; ) For that is good and 
acceptable before God, 1 Tims. 5. 4. The 
Greek Elegantly expreſleth this , by a 
Mztaphor taken from the Stock, «vl: 
Terapyear Which feedeth ber aged Parents, 
and carries them upon her ſhoulders; and 
in that regard, in the Hebrew Tongue is 
called Chafids, that is, piows and »erciful. 
Let all Children hear this, and as they 
will have the blefling of their Parents, 
and of God, that is tender of their ho- 
nour, learn it, and fail not to praiſe it; 
as Foſeph did, Gen. 45. 19. There will I 
mouriſh thee ; when he ſent for his aged 


- Father from the famiſhed Land of Ca- 


74an, to come into Goſhen, the moſt fer- 
tile Soll in all the Land of Egypr. 

2, SO We are to be thanktul to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to whom God 
hath committed the word of reconcilia- 
#707 ; that break the bread of life unto us ; 
that have the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 


Ven 
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wen committed to their truſt ; that ad- 
miniſter unto us the Seals of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, according to Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution ; that watch over our Souls, as 


they that muſt give account ; that they may | 


do it with joy, and not with grief 5 as the 
Apoftle ſpeaks, Heb.1 3.17; | 

3- To our Teachers and Maſters ; as 
Philemon owned himſelf to Paxl, v. 19; 
'To our BenefaRors, to our Friends, to 
all that are loving and kind to us. Da- 


vid ſent a Preſent of Thankfulneſs of | 


the. Spoyl of” the Enemies of the Lord, to 


all thoſe places, where David himſelf | 
and his men were wont tolament in his ! 


Exile, I Sa,z 3O. 26. 3 He makes dili- 
gent inquiry ; 1s there yet any that u left 
of the houſe of Saul, that I may fhew him 
kindneſs for Jonathon's ſake, whoſe love to 
him was wonderful, paſſing the love of w0- 
men to their Husbands or Children, 2 Sam. 
9. 1» His thankfulneſs to the Living for 
the Dead's fake, to the Child, for his Fa- 
thers ſake, is again recorded : They ſaid 
David, 1 will ſh:w kindneſs to Hanun the 
ſon of Nachaſh, as bu father ſhcwed kind- 
neſs unto me; and David ſent to comfort. 
him by the hand of ha ſervants for his fa- 
zber, 2 Sam. 10. 22 What this kindneſs 
was the Scripture mentions not , nor 

| when 
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whet it was ſhewed ; for David in his 
flight from Saul, fled firſt to Achiſh King 
of Gath, then to the King of Moab. Aud 
he ſaid unto the King of Moab, Let my fa- 
ther and mether, ra thee, come forth and 
be with you, till I know what God will do 
for mez and be brought them before the 
King of Moab, and they dwelt with bins 


all the while that David was in the bold: 


He durſt not truſt them to Sau?s mer- 
Cy in Bethlchern, that had exerciſed ſuch 


| - barbarous cruelty upon the Prieſts of the 


Lord, and to the City of Nob, without 
any jult cauſe, r Sa. 22. 17. 20. Poſli- 
bly the King of AMab might ſhew ſome 
ſuch kindneſs to David, out of his ha- 
tred of Sau} that had given him a great 
Overthrow, 1 Sam. 11. 11. But whatſo- 
ever the matter was that had obliged 
David, he was not unmindful of it, but 
{tadied to requite it tq his Son Henun, 
though ill entertained, and miſinterpre- 
ted tohis deſtrufion, and his Cquntries. 
The firſt Ambaſſadors that David ſent, 
aſter the Solemnity of his Goronation 
was over, is thus recorded ; 4nd David 
ſent Meſſengers to the men of Jabeſh Gile- 
ad, and ſaid untothem, Bleſſed be ye of the 
Lord, that you bave ſhewed the kindneſs to 
your LoraFeven uno Saul, and have = 
| . tie 
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ried bim ; and now the Lord ſhew Rirdneſs 
end truth unto you, and I alſo will requite 
you thas kindneſs, becauſe you have done thi 
thing, 2 Sam. 2: 5567; Here is kindneſs 
upon kindneſs requited to the Living 
for the Dead's ſake : The valiant men of 

Jabeſh Gilead bazarded their lives in the 

- midſt of the wifforious Philiftines ; ( like 


*thoſe three valiant Captains that broke 
| drow Vir Hoſt of the Phihiftines, and | 


drew Wrter out of the Well of Beth- 
bem, when the Phil;ftine's Gariſon was 
in it, to ſatisfie David's longing ; when 
he ſaid, O that one would give me drink 
of the water of the Well of Bethlehem that 
ax at the gate, 1 Chron. It. 16,717, 18. fo 
reſcue the dead bodies of Saul and hw ſons, 
that had reſcued their lives from the bloody 
Articles of Nahaſh the Ammorite, that 
would make no Covenant with them, 
but upon this condition, That I may thruf 
out all your right Eyes, and lay it for a re- 
proach upon all Tſrael, 1 Sams. 11. 2. Now 
as one good turn requires another, ſo 


'King David requites their Valour with 
Honour and Advantage. 


How thankful was he to good old 


; Barzilla; the Gileadite, that had provided 
the King of Suſtenance, while he lay at | 


Afahanaim (when he fled from —_— 
Via 
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for he was .a wry great man; and the 


King ſaid-unto Barzillai, Come thou over 
with me, and I will feed thee with me in 
Jeruſalem, 2 Sam.'19.32,33- and v. 38- 

And the King anſwered, Ghimham ſball 
go over with me, and I will do to him that 
which fuall ſeem good unto thee, - and what- 
ſoever thou ſhalt require of me, that will 1 
dofor thee. David even upon his Death- 
Bed, was not unmindful of the Courte- 


' -fies he had received of one of the Nos 


bles of 7/ae!, in his extremity, but when 
he was making his laſt Will and Tefta- 
ment, and reſigning his Kingdom to his 
Son Solomon, and putting all into his 
.hand, and his fole Executor ; he ſpeaks 
thus, after his Tem for Foab and Shimez, 
for their baſe carriage towards him, ( a 
lad Legacy: ) But ſhew kindneſs to the 
ſons of Barzillai zhe Gileadite, (as he de- | 
ſired and I-promiſed;): and let them'be | 
of thoſe that eat 'at thy Table, for ſo they | 
came to me when I fled before Abſalom thy 
brother, 1 Kings 2. 6: And the Hebrew 
Defors ſay. That the habitation of Chim- 
| bam near Bethblebem, mentioned in.the 
41f. Chapter of Feremiab,v.r7. was part 
of David's own Patrimony which he | 
conferred upon:him, to be a perpetual | 
Memarial of-his Gratitude to that "our | 
al | 
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al Family, that ſtuck to him, when ſo 
many forſook him, as he complains to 
God, Pſalm 3. 

I have been: the larger in this Pointe, 
becauſe it is a Vice, than which, none 
is, more Enemy to Humane Society; 
Inpratitude is reckoned by the Apoſtle, as 
one of the predominant Sins, of the pe- 
rillous times that ſhall come in the laft 
Days, unthankful, unholy, are joyned to- 
gether, 2 Tim. 3.2, It draws with it 
ſometimes, and fo all Vices; as Xenophor 
ſpeaks. The wileſt of the Hearhens have 
detefted it extreamly 3 the Perſians ac- 
counted-it the greateſt Diſhonour in the 
World: Darin dying, having had a lit- | 
tle Water from a Souldier, efteemed it | 
his greateſt miſery, -that he could not 
live t6 requite fo great a Benefit; but re- 
commends it to Alexander his Conque- 
ror, faith Curtizs. The Spaniards count 
it now .the moſt renroachful word a 
man may be called by, to ſay, grate, 
fe ingratum dixeris omnia; an old Saying 
among the Heather. 

Ingratitude was the Ruine of the Apo- 
ſtate Angels, that left their own habita- 
tien, ( faith Jude, v. 6.) he hath reſerved | 
zn everlaſting Chains under inartht unto | 
3be Tuagment of the great Day ; Of our 


rſt 
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firſt Parents in Paradiſe 3 of the Gemz/es, 
becauſe when they knew Gon, they glort- 
fied him not as God, neither were they 
thankful, but became wain in their imagi- 
nations, and their fooliſh heart was dark- 
ned, Ron r. v, 2r. of the Iſraelites, 
that God had done /o great things for, a- 
bove all Generations of the World, Am. 3.3, 
and of the Fews, that Crucified the 
Lord of Glory, and are under God's 
Wrath to this day, *For the wrath is come 
upon them to the uttermoſt, ſaith the Ap» 
ſthe, 1 Theſ}. 2. v.16. | 

Obſ. It is God's will, we ſhoutd not 
be ſo unjuſt, as to take all, and repay 
g-thing; therefore the Palm} asks 


-this queſtion of Angels-and Men, What 


ſhall I render unto the Lerd for all his be- 


nefits towards me? Plal. 16. 12, we ought 


rather, as Cyrus was wont to make 
his Prayer, fo to make our wiſh, to 
exceed our Friends in beneficence and 
kindneis; which Sz C as it is ſaid ) 
Cauſed to be fet on Li: Tomb, that 
he had done,as Plutarch wiites of him. 
Ir becomes upright: Men to be thauykful 
faith the Man aſter God's owa heart. 
Pl[al. 33. V. Is w- 
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There be two parts of Ingratitude 
the firſt, 20? to acknowledge benefits, but 
fo forget them, Dent. 32. 18. asis ICCOr- 
ded of Pharcah's Butler to his Diſgrace, 
concerning Foſeph,- the Interpreter of 
the Dream, that advanced him to his 
former place and dignity at Court, 
yet did nor- the chief Butler remember Jo- 
1eph, but forgot him, ſaith Moſer, Gen. 
40s Vi 23, | DN 

The ſecond part -of Ingratitude is 


the-worſt : To requite Evil for Good, | 


the Prophet Feremiah crys out againſt 
this, with a grievous cry,” and abitter, 
Shall evil be recompenced for good? Jer.18. 
20. 3s a monſtrous piece of Ingratitnde. 
Who ſo rewards evil for good (ſaith Solo- 
-m0n) evil ſhall not depart from his houſe, 
Prov. #7. 13- The Pſalmift ſays, They 
rewarded me evil for good, to the ſpoiling 
of my Soul ; yea, they hated me without 
a cauſe, Plal. 35. 12. 19. and again, 
They alſo that render evil. for good, are 
mine Adwverſaries, becauſe 1 follow the thing 
that good 3s, Pal. 38. 29. Not only 
Saul, but the Men of Kei/a wereguilty 
of this fin in a high degree > who after 
David had reſcued them from the Ph;- 
bffines, that were plundering and rob- 
bing their very threſhing Floors, yet 
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upon the firſt ſummons, were reſolved 
to deliver up David and his Men into 
the Hands of Sau}, to be deftroyed by 
him, as you read, x Sam. 2; 1.12. 
Gideon made theMen of Succoth and Pe- 
nuel ſmart ſoundly, for their ingrati- 
tade to their Deliverer, that refuſed to 
give a morſel of Bread to his conquer- 
ing Army, that were ſtill in purſuit of 


| theflying Kings, Zeba and Zalmunna, 


and the party that was with them, he torethe 
fleſh of 72. Ringleaders of the Men of Suc- 
cath, and taught them better manners, 
and beat down the Tawer of Penuel, and 
few the Men of the City, Judg. 8. 6, 7, 6, 
9, I6, I7» 

David exprefies his deep Senſe of 
this fin of Ingratitude, as a liveiy type 


of our Saviour 11 this particular, and in 


many more, when he fays, Fer ..my 
love, they are my Adverſaries: but Tpivue 
my ſelf untoPrayjergand they h:we rewarded 
me evil for good, and hatred for my good 
will, Pfal. 109. 4, 5. This fin 15 forgly 
laid to the charge of theMen of Secherm, 
aad ſer home upon cheir Conſciences 
by Jo:ham, to the mutual deitrudiion 
of them ; and 4zimel:ch, whom tney 
had advanced over ther upen tho ru- 


"ins of the 70 Sos of Feraboaud: Por 


D' 2 (faith 
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(faithFotham) My Father fought for you, 


and adventured his Life for you, and dcli-,| 
wered you out of the hand of Midian,and Jet 


are riſen up againſt my Father's Houſe thu 
day, and have ſlain has Sons, threeſcore 


and ten perſons, upon one Stone, and hawe| 


ade Abimelech, the Son of bis Maid- 


Servant, King over the Men of Sechem, 


becauſe he 1s your brother, &c. Judg.9. 17. 


Then God ſent an evil Spirit between the| 


men of Sechem and Abimelech, ro pu- 
ſh their cruel ingratitude. v. 23. Which 
is the Subſtance of that whole Chapter 


of Fudges 9, And after they: had des| 


ſtroyed one another, that ſad Hiſtory, 
(as any in the Book of God ) is con- 
cluded thus : Thas God rendred the wick- 
edneſs of Abimelech, which he did unto 
ba Father, in ſlaying hu ſeventy brethren, 


and all the evil of the men of Sechem, did| 


God render upon their heads, and upon 
them came the curſe of Jotham, the Son 
of Jerubbaa), v. 56, 57- So that now 
you ſee this horrible ſin of Ingratitude 
that is puniſh2d by God in ſo bigh a 
depree, muſt needs be ai accurſed and 


deitructive thing. 


Ano 
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Another {ad inſtance of the like fin; 


-| and puniſhment, we have recorded, 


concerning Foaſh King of 7Fudah, who 
was marvelouſly preſerved in the Mat- 
facre of the Royal Family, from A4:ha- 
liab's bloody Fingers, by Tehciada, the 


| High Prieſt, and his Wife Tehboſha- 


bea, and kept ſafe in. the Houſe of 
the Lord fix Years, under the tyran- 


nous UſurpatiorfSf that wicked 1dola- 


trels. 2 Chron. 22. tO, If, I2. Tehoiada 
ſet the Crown on his head, put down 
the Uſurper, reſtored the Kingdom 


- to their former freedom, and raiſed 


the Royal Family to their former 
Splendor and Dignity, and lefe it 


flouriſhing in Peece rf Plenty : Bur 
after the death of his #:4otver, Tutor, 
Governour, Gua'gion nil Protedor, 
us recorded, Zhi this Foils /irfock 


God, and turnes [iylater and Murders 
(ewo :ifeparab)s Companions ) and 
commanded Zachainah the Prieſt, the 
Sor of Jehoiaua, to be floned, even in the 
Court of the Houſe of the Lord, for repre- 
vins hy Idolairy, and ſaying, Becauſe ye 
have forſaken the Lord, He alſo bath for- 
ſaken you. 'Thas Fozſht the King re- 
memdred not the kindneſs, which Fe- 
haiada lis Father had Cone unto him, 
"303 but 
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but flew his Son; and when he died, 
he faid, The Lord look upon it, and re- 
quire it. Which Prayer of this dying 


Martyr, the Lord heard, and recom- | 


penſed this cruel ingratitude of Foaft 
towards God and Man, ſpeedily upcn 


his own head, to the ruine of himſelf, | 


and of all his Princes that ſeduced him, 
and of all his Armies, in which he 
truſted, by an inconſiderable party. 
For the Army of the Syriazs came 
with a ſmall company of Men, and 
the Lord delivered a' very great Hoſt 
- Into their hand, becauſe they had for- 
| faken the Lord God of their Fathers : 
fo they executed Judgment againſt 7o- 


- And beſides all this; The Lord ſmote 
bim with prievous tirments in 68 body, 
by. incurable diſeaſes, ( as in the caſe ol 
Fehoram, that murdered his Brothers, 
2 Chron, 21. 18,) And at laſt, to put 
att end to the miſerable life of this 
g6Glels Wretch, his own Servants con- 
{pired againſt him, for the Biood of 
the Sons of Jebojade the Prieft, and 
ſlew him on his Bed, and he died; 
Bnt they buried him not im the Sepulchres. 
of the Kings, ( 2 Chrov. 24. 18, 20,27, 
22,)an honeur that was beſtowed upon 
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Fehiiada the High Pricſt, his Prefer- 
ver and Reſtorer. v. 16. though out of 
indignation denied him, as to Fehoram 


. before him, that lived undefired, and 


died unlamented. 2 Chron, 21. 20, Thus 
did God plentifully reward this proud 
Doer, as -the P/al/miſ#- ſpeaks, Mea{u- 
ring to bim again, with the ſame meaſure 
that be had meted withal, a juſt mea}c:re 
of Wrath, preſſed down, and ſhaken toge- 
ther, and running over into his. Boſome, a3 
our Lord ſpeaks, Luke 6. v. 38. 


Obj. Some will ſay, My W11! is good, 
but I want means and abilitiy #0 requite 


any henefit received by me, 


Anſw. 1. Profels and acknowledge 
always the good Turn: it is a part of 
an ingenuous Diſpoſition, to profeſs 
who hath done thee any pleaſure, yea, 
half a requital, Eph. fg. 20, 

Secondly, Vie Prayer to God for their 
good Eſtates if thou be poor, he is 
rich to requite; and Goubtleſs, as the 
Cry of tne poor can awake His Juſtice, 
as Himielf ſpeaks, For the oppreſſion of 
the poor, for the ſighing of the needy, now 
will T ariſe, ſaith the Lord, I will /et him 
in ſafety, from hins that puffeth at him. 
D 4 Pal... 
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Pal. T2. 5. So can the joyful Thank(- 
giving, by the mouth of them that are 
partakers of the benefit, and withal, 
their Prayers, for the means of it, a- 
wake His Liberalicy, as Pau! under- 
takes; My God ſhall ſupply all your ne- 
ceſſities, according to his Riches in gli y, 
by Chri#}-Teſas. Phil. 4. 19.4 Here I 
C3:inot but put the Poor in mind of 
their duty, which receiving good at 
the hands of them that relieve them, 
are very unjuſt, if they give not agaia 
this Duty back to them, 7 Pray for 
them. | : | 

So Miniſters, which in that very 
Nams, as one-part of their Miniſterial 
Duty, for the whole, is the Word,and 
Prayer (as the Apoſtles ſpeak ; But we 
will give our ſelves continuailyto Prayer, | 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word, Acts 6. 
- 4-) receive temporal things. 


Lofty, Before I cloſe np this place of 
Thankfuilneſs to Men, we muſt not paſs 
by our Thankfulneſs to Goa : For it to 
Men we mult be Thankful, How much 
more to GOD? And the ground of 
Unthankfulneſs to Men, is irom their 
Unthankfulnets to GOD, 


There. 


— 
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There is not any other fault more 
generally blamed, even by thoie that 
have but the Light of Nature, than in- 


| gratitude ( as I have largely ſhewed ) 


nor any Ingratitude greater than to- 
wards God, becauſe of none we re- 
ceive more, or greater Benefits than 
from him: to fay nothing, that it be- 
ing impoſſible, that we {ſhould attain 
to that degrec of Thankfulneſs, which 
fhould be in requicing the Benefits, we 
daily and hourly receive of him 3 he is 
contented to take the Acknewledge- 
ment of them for Payment, fo as ic 
muſt be the effe& of a moſt Villa'n- 


ons Jiuitice to deny him that : - For 


which cauſe, in the Scriptures we have 
the Invitations of Holy Men to Thank- 
fulnefs, the praiſe of this Duty, and the 
Precedents of good Men performing it. 
In ſpecial, the Book of the Pj/almzs hath 
his name in the Hebrew Tongue, as ye 
would fay, MD om The Bok of 
Praiſes ; not as if the whole Book had 
nothing elſe, but becauſe it is the chief 


_ part,and moit principally intended. Anc 
P Party 


for this cauſe doth the Church uſe in 
the beginning of her folemn Service, 
the 95 P/alm; as a means to invite us to - 
that. Duty; fo good-arrti comely, Yea," 

| + 


of « 
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fo juſt and neceflary, as the P/a!rz for 
' the Sabbarh-Day begins; *Tix a food 
thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and 
:o {ing praiſes to thy name, O thou moſt 
#::2þ. Pſal. 92, Men are not fo tor- 
ward to this Duty of Thankfulneſs as 
they ought; fo it 1s, to Prayer we are 
more ready, as being ſenſible of our 
wants; not to Thankſgiving, as having 
them furniſhed, and fo now in good 
caſe, This appears in the Goſpel, in the- 
ten Lepers,one oniy of which returned 
afre his cleanſing, -to give Thanks, 
though nine intreaced cleanſing. And} 
Fe[rrs anſwering, ſaid, Were there not ten 
cleanſed, but here are the nine? There 
are not ford that returned to give glory 
to God, but this firanger, Luke 17. v.19, 
20. 

The more untoward we be to this 
Duty, the more muſt we be called on, 
and the more enforce our felves unto 
it, inthe words of the P/almiſt, Come, 
ad hear all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done. for my Scul, 
Pfal. 66.16, Wherein he calls, and 
provokes Others to the like Duties 3 as | 
mewing, That we ought not to hold 
1 enough, that we, for our own parts, 
Fo » 2 
teivs God, but he draws others to. it, 


Ss 
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| Superiours by Anthority, Equals and 
- Inferiours by Perſuaſion, all by Ex- 


ample: See rhe pradtice.; ' Sing pratjes 
unto the Lord, ye Saints of- his, and give 
Thanks at the remiembrance of his holineſs. 
Plal. 30. 4: And again; Q magnifie the 
Lord with me, and let #s exalt his name 
together ; Come ye Childrcn, hearken unto 
me, 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
Pſal. 24. 3- x1. Yea, fo far is this af- 
te&tion or gratitude towards God in-- 
tended, as the very Angels, and all o- 


ther Creatures are inviced to this Du-- 


ty, as the 103, and 143 P/alms ſhew 
throughout. 

Whether becauſe company increaſ- 
eth courage in us in any work, or elle 
we would fhew, that we account our 
own endeavour too little, and too de-- 
tetive; whence we deſire that which 
we lack, others with vs ſhould help to 
fupply. This is alſo wonderfully well 
fitting co our natural Inclination ; for 
Min 15 aSociable Creature, and loves - 
company, even 1n civil life: wicked 
men are. companions in evil, and fay, 
Come with ns, let ns lay wait for blocd ; 
let as lurk privily for the innocnt with- 
out & cauſe, Prov. 1. Ii. And how 


much more #3 tne higheit. Afts of Re- 


[THT ? : 
FO, 


"Ms 
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ligion,. wherein our life is beſt im-. 
ployed, ought God's Saints to do the | 


like? 


1: Here then are we to be encoura-. 
oed in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, | 
(which is Altogether Euchariſtica],) to. 


frequent thoſe Aſſemblies, yea, and 
privately to encourage, and ſtir up one 


another, as the Apoltle ſpeaks; Not 
forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves toge-. 


ther, as the manner of ſome 25, but exhor- 


ting one another, and ſo much the more as 


Je ſee the day approaching. Heb. 10, 25. . 


A. Matter that the P/almi#t profeſſed, 
19yed his heart, when he found in his 


People ; I was glad when they ſaid unto 
me, Let its. go into the houſe of the Lord,; 


Pal 2030. I. 


2, On the other ſide, here is blamed | 
the backwardnelſs of thoſe that even in-. 
vited and encouraged, yea,. enforced 
in a manner, by Authority, retuſc to - 
come to give Thanks to the Lord, in - 
' e Service of God, wherein themſlves . 
cn find nothing to blame, unleſs that - 


it .15 angderftood, and not ſtanding in 


apunknown Tongue, and conſequent- - 
Iva ary and fruiflefs Devotion : The. 
| ; ſame... 


[ 
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fame, if it were to run to Creatures, 
and viſit the Sepulchres -of the Saints, 


would count no. labour too much, nor. 


way too long... 


2. And the like is to be ſaid of .0- * 


thers that ſeparate themſelves from ſuch 
Euchariftical Aſſemblies , where: the 
Name of God is called upon. with Joy 


and Thankfulneſs, upon fſurmiſes of 


Blemiſhes and Defe8s, or . miſlike of 
the Society. 
Quettion at this time, Where God is 
to be praiſed ? All. company that truly 
fears God is good ; and ifnot in our Af- 
lembly, Where have they either lear- 


ned, that he is to bs praiſed, or found 
thoſe great benefits of His, whereupon - 


they acknowledge, that they are bound 


to praiſe Him, and to give Thanks ua-. 


to His Holy Name for them ?. 


' 4. We have Precept upon Precept 
- for the practice of this Duty of Thank- - 
tulneſs3 Offer unto. God . Thankſgiving, 


faith David, Pſal. go. 14. . Let as come 
before bis face with Thankſgiving, ſaith 


our Tranſlation; but .the Original is 
TINA. with Confeſſion. There be two 
things included in this Confeſſion, and . 
ey , 


Not. to enter into the. 


Ul 
j 


| 
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they bethe very proper parts of Thank: 
tulneſs. Firf, That we have! received 
the favours, and good things we have, 
from God. Secondly, That we are ob- 
liged, and ftand Debtors to: Him of 
Our Service and Dities tgr them, 

So here is forbidden, either malig- 
nity to conceal, or- arrozate to our 
felves, as our own purchacs, what we 
have received of him: or elfe to detrad 
that Duty, which in all reaton, we are 
bound to perform, in that conſidera- 
tion, eſpecially, becaufe. to Men we 
may $0 further, to ſome degree of re- 
compence ; but to God, there is the 
uttermoſt we can.do, and therefore we 
ought to apply this to particulars, as in 
mentioning God's particular Favours 
to his Redeemed ones, to Travellers, 
to Captives, to Sick-men, to Sea-men z 

this is ail he calls for: O that men wcontld 
praiſe the Lerd for his Goodneſs, and for 
his wonderful works to the Sor:s of men % 
Let thers exalt him alſo in the Congreg ati- 
| 63 of the people, and praiſe bins in the &j- 
 fembly-of the Elders. Plal. 107. V- 13. 
2 1. Jo 32s 2 

The form of Thanksgiving,which 1s 

preſcribed to every Iraelite, that fells. 
any Poſſeſſion, or part of che. Holy 
Lang, 


'& 
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Land, is at large ſet down by Moſes, 
Deut. 26. from the firſt Verſe, to the 


12, which well deſerves our Meditati-- 


on and Application ; for with ſuch Sa- 
crifices God is as well pleaſed, as with 
hilaftick Oblations under the Law, 
for the Peace-offering, and Thank-offering, 


. were of all others the moſt chargeable. "Tis 


fecorded, that Solomon offered a Sacri- 
fice of Peace-offerings, which he offered un- 


 fotheLord, two and twenty thiuſand Oxcn, 


and an hundred and. twenty thoaland 
Sheep at the Dedication of the Houſe of the 
Lord, 1 Kin. 8.63. The greate!t chat 


we read of, though great Sacrifices | 


are mentioned in many places, yet 
none like this, that might ſe2m to de- 
{troy all the Cattle in a whole Coun- 
try. By the Multitude of Gratulatory 


Sacrifices, the: People of God were 


wont to teitifile their Zealous and 


Grateful Aﬀections to God, the Do- . 


nor of all,in Signitication and Expecta- 
tion of that plenteonus Redemption, 
' wrought by Chrift, as the P/a/mift con- 
cludes the P/2/3 130. .v.7; 8, 

The like Afﬀections ought to be in 
us all, for theſe Conſiderations : 


I. For 


[| 
? 


| 
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Te For the multitude of bis Mercies, 
bow. many are they that we have received 
already, and daily do enjcy ? what haſt 
thou (faith the Apoſtle) that thou didſ# 
 10t receive 2 .1 Cor. 4.7. Mayy O Lord 
27y God are thy winderous works, ' which 
thou halt done, and thy thiuphts, which 
are 19415-ward ;, they cannst be reckoned up 
n.order unto thee; if I ſhould declare, and 
ſpeak of them, thiy are more than can be 
maumbred, Claith the Pſulmift ) Pal. 40. 5. 
And again, How precious are thy thoughts 
unto me, O Gud ! how great 1s ihe ſum of 
them ! If I ſhould count thr, rhey are 
2710 1n number than the. *2ng ; Pial. 139, 
17, 18. David confelieth in the Con- 
templation,: and review of Uod's Fa- 
vours, that his. Arithmetick tails him 
and. comes Fſhort in a ſacred Hyper- 
bole, as being far above our Capaci- 
ties, .we cannot fo much as tel] them 
in order: If yon begin at yourConcepti- 
onin the Womb, where the Pſalmi#t 
begins, I will praiſe thee, for Tam fear- 
fully and wonderfully made ; Pal, 139. 
14. . or at God's Elettion, in laying the 
foundaticn + of your : Salvation in Chriſt, 
before he laid the foundation of the world, 
as. the Apolile ſpeaks, According as be * 
bath choſen a5 in him,. before the formda= 
11078 ' 
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tion of the world. Eph. 1. 4, where will 
you end ? You muſt in plain terms re- 
ſolve to ſay with our P/almiſ#, Such 


' knowledge 3s too wonderful for me; it as 
. bigh, I cannot attain to it. Plal. 139. 6. 


Secondly, Conſider how continual 
are his Mercies, without any Intermil- 
ſion or Interruption ; They are renewed 
every Morning faith Ferem, As he maketh 


bis Sun to riſe onthe evil, andon the good, 


 * and ſendeth rain on the juſt, and on the 


unjuſt, Matth.5.4.5. as our Lord ſpeaks. 


He holdeth our Soul in Life, when we 


think. there: is but a ſtep between us 
and Death, ( as David-thought, when 
he fled from Saul, 1 Sam. 20. 3.) and 
ſuffereth not our feet to be moved, Plal, 
66. 9. but according to his pleaſure, 
in whom we live, and move, and have 
017 being, Acts 17. 28: as the Apoſtle 
Ipeaks: The Manna that came from 


 Heaven,was not reſtrained one day inforty 


Jears perambulation, and peregrination 1n 
the wilderneſs ; thou with hbeldeſt not thy 


Manna from their mouth, faith Nehemiab, 


mor the water that flowed out of. the rock, 
but gaveſt them water for their thirſt:Not- 
withitandingthe many ,and great provo- 
Cations of God's People, The P;ilar of the 
Cloud 


(65) 
Cloud departed not from them by day, t0 
lead them in the way, nor the Pillar of 
fire by night," to ſhew them light in the 


ay that they ſhould go, ſaich Nehem |- 


9. V. 9. 20. | | 
 Inthe Element of his Mercies, we 
draw our Breath - continually; to itir 
us up to continual Thankfulnels, 


Thirdly, Conſider how great are the 
benefits that we receive from God; 
that call with a loud: Voice; for this du- 
ty of Thankfulneſs for them, which 
makes the P/almſ# cry out, O how great 


x thy goodneſs, which thou" haf} laid up 


for them that fear thte, which thou haſt 
wrought for them that truſt in thee, be- 
fore the ſons of men} The: Scripture is 
quoted by T/aiah, 1/a. 64. 4+ and by the 
Apoſtle rendered- thus : Eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered 
znto the heart of man the things hich God 


hath prepared for them that love him. 


x Cor. 2. 9. 
What greater _ thing: hath he pre- 


pared, or can he prepare for chem that * 
love him, becauſe he loved them firlt, 


x Fob. 4 19. (-as-St. Fobn ſpeaks ) than 
Teſus Gbrift, the Sm of bis love? Is not 


hs gift of God ( as our Saviour ſpeaks 
| to 


C9 1 
to the Wogran of Samaria, Jolt 4: 10.) 
the gift of gifts? It is then all our du- 
ries, to acknowledge with Joy and 


" Thankfulneſs, the truth of the Lord, 


and this Mercifulnefs of God our Savi- 
our inregarding our Vileneſs fo far, as 
toſave us from our ſpiritual Enemies, 
giving for us the ranſom of the pretious. 
Blood of his dear Son : and to end we 
ever-more keep a grateful Memory of 
this benefit, he hath appointed the uſe 
of the Holy Excharif, a name, figni- 
tying Thankfulnels. 


Exh.. Let us then come, and rejoyce 
to the Lord 5 and with a loud and 
ſtrong Voice, acknowledge this Bene- 
fit: Let us frequent his Holy Table, 
{o mercifully ſet before us in the Goſ- 
p#, in deſpight of our Enemies, en- 
deayouring to draw one another there- 
to, and to live ſuch a Lite, as may 
eren ſilently call the very Adverfarjes 
of our profeflion, to the Worſhip and 
Service of Ged: whom ſerving chear- 


. fully on Earth, for the abundance of 


all things, it may be our portion to en- 
joy, and to ſing aloud and thankfully 
unto, in the Heavens, with his Holy 
Saints, and glorious Anggls, and our 
blefled. 


(68) 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chrift, 


Fourthly, How undeſerved are the 
Benefits we receive from God, that 
they may provoke us to Thankfulneſs, 
and how unexpected ? 

We. deſerve nothing but Wrath, 
and the curſe of Mount Ebal, Deut. 
27. 13, orof Cain, Gen, 4. 11. or of 
our Father Adam, to whom it was 
faid, Curſed is the Earth for thy ſake, 
2 ſorrow ſhalt thou eat thereof all the days | 
of thy Life, Gen. 3: 17; If God ſhould 
deal with us according to our demerits, 
our beſt performances are but glorious 
Tranſgreftions; and we are bus unprofitae 
ble Servants at the beſt, as our Lord 
ſpeaks, Luk. -17. 10. Facch. pleads his 
Merit towards Laban-itoutly, in Gem. 
21. from wv. 35. to v.41. And Jacob 
Was wrotn, and chode with Labangz and 
Jacob anſcred, and ſaid to T.aban, what 
x my Tranſpreſſon, co what u my ſin, that 
thou haſt fo hotly purſued after me? And 
he ſtands upon his guard, and juſtifies 
himſelf, and challengerh Za#zn to lay 
to his Charge any unwerrantable A- 
&ion in his twenty years ſervice, though 
he bad changed his wages ten times, as 
the Prodigal's elder Brother ſaid to his 
| Father, - | 


"--— l 
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Father, Lo theſe many years dv IT ſerve 
thee, neither did I at any time tranſgreſs 
thy Commandment : Luc. 15.29. But 
having to deal with God, he ſets a 
very low eſteem of himſelf, as not de- 
ſerving the leaſt of God's Mercies; 7 
am not worthy of the leaſt of all the Mer- 
cies, and of all the truth, which thou haſt 
ſhewed unto thy Servant ; for with my 
ftaff I paſſed ower this Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands, Gen. 32. 10. 

' See allo the ſame dejedtion, and ſelt- 


_ Cenial in his Grand-father Abraham : 


Behold now, I hawe taken upen me to 
ſpeak, unto the Lord, who am but duſt and 
aſbes, Gen. 18, 234. and of Mephiboſheth, 


. when David ſaid unto him, Fear not, 


for I will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs, for Jos 
nathan, thy Fathers [ake, and will reſtore 
thee all the Land of thy Father Saul, and 
thou ſhalt eat Bread at my Table continu- 
ally: And he bowed himſcif, and ſaid, 
What # thy ſervant, that thou (hu djt look 
upon ſuch a dead Dog as T am? 2 Sam.g.s. 

The Mercies and Kindneſles of all 
Men in the World, compared to God's 


undeſerved Favours, are but as a drop - | 


of a -bucket of Water to the great 
Ocean : * My thoughts ere not as your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
ſaith 


(79) 
ſaith the Lord : For as the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth, ſo are my ways 
bigher than your- ways, ..and my thoughts 
than your thoughts, Ia.-55- 8, 9. This 
Conſideration makes- ſometimes the 
faithful ſo earneft in the affetion of 
Joy, ..as they ſeem _alimaſt ridiculous in 
the Eyes of carnal Men,as David tol4:- 
chal, when he danced before the Lord,2Sam. 
6, 21. But their Juſtification is eaſe, 
it is before the Lord that I did it, to 
God's Glory, that I might expreſs my | 
Thankfulnefſs to him, and the joy of 
myHeart in daing him Service, whom, | 
ſince the reſt know not, they are. not 
to be reſpected if they.icorn : nor is it 
to be wondred, if they be ſtrangely at- 
fected with it, as above the compals of 
their Conceit. 


Fifthly, How without hope of Re- 
quital are all, yea, the leaſt 'of God's 
benefits that call. for Thankfulnels ; 
a cup of cold water only, given to drink in 
Chriſt's name, becauſe ye b:luong to Chriſt, 
ſhall not loſe @ juſt, and ſuperabundant - 
requital, faith our Lord, Mar. 9. 4.1. 

See the full and final requital of all 
good .and charitable Deeds, Matth. 
25.34, 35, 36. Come ze bleſſed of my 


Father, 


. Iſrael Jo that afrer bim there was none 
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Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared foy 
yuu from the beginning of the world: Foy 
Ias an hungry,and ye gave me meat 1 was 
thirſty, and.ye gave me drink, I was a 


ſtranger, aud ye took me in, naked, and ye 


cloathed me, Iwas ſick, and ye viſited me, 
I'was in -prinſon, and ye came unto me, 
TheWicked he requites here,fomerimes 
in their own Coin, as Adoni-bezek ac- 
knowledgeth, when hs thumbs and great 
toes ere cut off : As I have done (tothree- 
ſcore and ten Kings ) ſo hath the Lord re- 

quited me, Judg. 1.7. We are all rvady 
enough -to- requite Evil for Evil, to 
give him (q#id- pro quo) as good as he 
brings, - as the Proverb rimes, as Samp- 
ſon ſerved the 'Philiſtines : As they bave 
done unto-me,ſo have I done unto them,Jud. 
I 5.11, But it being impoſſible to requite 


+ Godin any thing, it is a moſt heinous 


Provocation of hisjuſtice,to renderEyvil 
for Good : Do ye thus provoke the Lord? 
O fooliſh people, and unwiſe) ſaith Moſes, 
with Aitoniſhment and Abhorrency, 
Deut. 32.6 7 

*Tis left as a ſad blot in Hezekiah's 
Scutcheon, tho? otherwiſe a good Man, 
-and a good King, by God's own Tefti- 
mony : He truſted in the Lord God of 


like 
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like him among all the Rings of Judah, 
nor any that were before him, But Heze. 
| kiah rendred wot again according to the 
benefit done unto him; for his heart wa 
lifted up, therefore there was wroth upon 
bim, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, 
2 Chr. 32.25, For after the defeat of 
Senacheris's Forces, by an Angel of Goa, 
that ſlew in one night an hundred four- 
ſcore and five thouſand men of war in 
the Aſlyrian Camp ; and after the re- 
covery of his Health, confirmed by a 
fign trom Heaven in the Sun's Re. 
trogradation by ten degrees, and the 
addition, by Patent from God, of fif |. 
teen years, to his days, with exceeding 
much Riches and Honour ; yet for all 
this, he was not fo careful to pleaſe 
God in an humble and thankful Ac- 
knowledgment of ſuch great Favours, 
- God was to pleaſure him in them 
all... - : 


- Sixthly, Conſider from what odds 
the Perſon giving to our baſenefs, have 
been all his benefits, ke being the great 
Independent Fehcvab, greatneſs 15 
ſtampt upon all his Benefics co us, and 
we a Seed of evil Doers, a people laden | 


with Inquity) . children that are corrup- 
ters 5 


93 3 
ters; our ſpot is not the ſpot of his 
Children 3 we are wretched and miſe- 
rable, and poor, and blind, and naked, 
and in want of all things, as our Lord 
writes-to the Churctr of Laodicea, Rev, 


3. Ve 17» 


Laſtly, Conſider with what advan- 
tage of time and order, in firſt beſtow- 
ing, have his Benefits been to us. - 

No. eye: pittied thee to: have compaſſion 
upon thee ; I ſaid unto- thee when thou 
wa#F in thy Bloed, live, faith the Lord 
Exek, 16. 5,6. we love him, becauſe be 


. fri lowed as, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Fohs 


4- I9., His.love to us 1s an antecedent 
love, we love him with a conſequenti- 
al love, becauſc he hath caſt his love 
upon us firſt, and therefore is ne way 
indebted to us for our love: The Apo- 
file asks this queſtion, Who bath firft 


 groen-unto him, and is ſhall berecompenzed 


to him again? for of him, and through 
bm, and to him are all things, to whone 
be. glory for ever, Amen. Rom. 11. v. 
359 36+ 

Ic is ſaid by ſome, we can never re+ 
quite our Parents; - by ſome alſs, we 


owe more to our Maſters and Teach- 


ers, than to Parents, in as much as one 
F gaVe 
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cave being, the other well being, | 


doubtleſs in both reſpe&s we cannot 
requite God ahd Chrift, | '.:- .: 


Firſt, Our Parents begat our Bodies, 
be gave ws our ſenſes, who is therefore 


ſiyled by the Apoſtle, The Father of our | 


Spir its, Heb, I Zo DO, F 


2. Our Maſters and Teachers gave| 
us, with God's: Bleſſing, Knowledge | 
and Ecarning, Chriſt teacheth-us the | 


way to Heaven, who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Lite 3. Chriſt gave bim- 
felf to us, and'for:ws; towaſh us from Our 
Sins in his-own Blood; ; Joh.'14. 6, with- 
out which, it had beer - better for auto 
have been any thing, rather than men, yea, 
at all not to bave been, is 5 

Let us with the P/a/mi/f again and 
again fay, What fhall I render unto the 
| Lord for all bis benefits towards me? 
ÞPlal; 116, 12. all his benefits are above 
us, even the: one alſo-.of our former 
means, -to expreſs Gratitude, here fails 
us 3 What can we wiſh or deſire, to 
the moft, abſolute and perfe& Being? 
Only we-may acknowledge the Bene- 


fits, and the Excellency and Liberalt- | 


xy. of the Giver, which tarther may de- 


F* 


- - 


ſice 


w_—_—_ 


= 


| _ turned the whole 
haye hag a fitter paſ- CY 


ff me > 


- fre, that all others would do the like, 


this is our uemoſ? ; unleſs further, to 
endeavour, natto be difobedient to 


this Heavenly Author of much good 


to us, which yet is our duty otherwiſe, 


the lefs we have means to the former, 


the more ought we to. be in this, and 


| ſay with the Man after God's own 


Heart, 7 w14ll ſing unto the Lord as long 


"a1 live, Twill ſing praiſes to. my God, 


while I have my beins, my Meditation of 


 bim ſhall. be ſweet, I will be glad in the 


Lord, Pfal. 103. 33, 34. and inanother 
At Midnight will Triſe to give thanks to 


thee, becauſe of thy righteous Tudgments, 


Pial. 1 19.62, 2 be. 
. Letus beg of him (as another Bene- 
fit) that he will give us Grace, and a 
mind to do theſe things,who hath given 
the ground an occaſion of them, everr 
the ſame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.  . 
Now becauſe the Apoſtle Peter faith, 
no Prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
mmterpretation, 2 Pet. 1. 20. fo neitner 
are all of ſole private application, but 
ſome are of a larger Extent and Com- 
paſs than others ; if I ſhould have ſus. 


died long for a fitText es 
5 > Pſal. 119.16, Thy 
corftmandment. i 
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ſage, OI greaws zauinuucy, 11 all Ihg 


' Book of God ; he calis more, both tor | 


private and publick” application, than 


"this, that is in ſo ſtrange a manner laid} 


open before us to look into it, and yet 
no more ſtrange than true (asthe truth 
is in Jeſt, before whom I ſtand ) for 
_ this Dodtrin of the Peace of God, that 
ought to rule in the Hearts of all Be- 


lievers, gives great help, advantage, 


and admonition, to Kings, Law-ma- 


kers, Rulers, to the Founders and Con- 


ſervers of Cities, Countreys and King- 
doms, to the end and purpoſe of de- 
tending and preſerving them from E- 
vils; "in a cordial and bleſſed Submifli- 
on, to the ever-ruling, and over-rul- 


ing Peace of God: If the Peace of | 


God did bear rule in the Hearts of all 
Chriſtians (which our Apof#le requires 
in theſe of Colofize) all the World would 
become Chriſtians. | 
. A digreflion, as if it had been in 
the preſence of his "Majeſty for exer- 
ciſe lake. | 


And here let me with all Humility, 
aſe the P/almft David's Expreflion ; 
I will ſpeak of thy Teftimonies alſo before 
Kings, and will not be aſhamed, Plal-119. 
| 4.6, 


Fr - 
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46, and therefore in the firſt place, 
| methinks this Scripture gives me juſt 
. occaſion to ſpeak to Their Majz{tics 
in.a word or two, that which I am 


[ ſure, their noble minds will take more 


pleaſure to hear, than to be profuſe in 


ſent, to ruie over us, his People. O 
happy ſhall ye be, and it ſhall be well 
with you, and ;happy ſhall all your 
Snbjeds in theſe three Kingdoms beg 
that by you are redeemed from thral- 
dom, and vrought again from the Depths 
of the Sea of miſery, Plal. 68.22. that 

| - were ſold for nrught tothe Man of ſm, to 
be deſtroyed, to be ſlain, and to periſh, as 
Quezs Efher ſpeaks ro Kins Abelucrs, . 
in 4 like cafe, Conceining Hanzus's 
Plot, Eh. 7. 4. 

_ Sir, You were called many yeais 
ago, by God himſelf, into one Rody, 
conjugal with your Royal Confore 
(that is all glorious within and without) 
and 1ow by the ſame God, to the or- 
 namical, and Political, to lead theſe - 
thiee Nations ; as alſo to lead the Mi- 
litary Body of the Confederates of 
| 3 many 
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many Nations, as Gaptain-gehieral of: 
the Lords Hoſts, like another Moſes, | 
hat led the Children of Ifrael out of the Fi 
Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bon- | 
dage; or another Cyras, that enlarged;: 

God's People out of the Babilonifh Captivi- | 
ry, aSit is no ſmall Honour to be God's 
King upon ſo high and honourable Ac-- 
count, as none of your Royal Predes 
ceſlors were ever called unto, fo it asks. | 
n0 Imai Puty,Reverence; and Thank: 
falnefs at your hands to kimwards; 


Sr, 

Thus it iss you Princes, as well as 
other Folks be accomptable to God; as: | 
ariſe your Receipts to a higher propor- 
tion, fo muſt your Allowances and. 
Payments be greater or leſs. You will: 
find in a greater Arrearage, when it | 
comes to a reckoning, where much 1s. 
beftowed, much is called for again, 

Conſider, if your felf advance any 
Man above others, upon equal, and 
perhaps lefs deſert 3 if you do not think, | 
you ought more to repoſe in the Faith- 
falne% and Loyalty of fuch a one,be ye - 
well fure God looks for the like at your - 
Hand : It behoves you therefore to be | 

zindiul of his Flonour, which I on 
E 
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' [ bs.bold, is the greateſt that you have, 
{that you are God's King, as eminent- 


Flyas he; of whom the Lord faid, yes 
Þ bave.. 1 ſet my: King, { or as it is in the 
'} Hebr.) anoynied my King, upon Sion, the 
| bill. of. may. holineſs, Plal. 2:6. that fo 
Tin the Regiment -of his People, your 


Subje&s 5 and. of your ſelf, you may 
demean your ſelf as God's King. 


| There is no need, that I deſcend to 


particulars,in general. I-ſay, that God's 
King may not. behave himſelf, as the 
remnant of Kings do.; that are either 
Paganiſh, .or Popiſh, that rule only for 
their own Plealures, and Appetites,with- 
| out regard of Juſtice, Peace,- or Hone- - 
ſy, that preſume to make Religions of 
their own, to appoint a God; or any *' 


{ thing, as a ſervice of God, which he 
| hath not commanded, which 15 totye. 


God to their baubles, as Feroboam to the 
| Golden Calves at Dan and Bethel, rKin. 
112, ; ard Nebuchadnezzar tro 

Golden Image in the Plain of Dura, Dan. + 

3; to appoint a ſervice in the Latin, 


| whom the People underſtand nor; 


. | contrary to the rule of Fdification fer 


down; 1 Cor. 14: 26, When Men - 
preſume to bind Conſciences to their 
| Knees, under pain of fin, and forbid 
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(80) ; 
80 reaſon of their biddings, under ſe- 
vere Penalties; this is a tyranny againſt 


God. True it is, that Penal Laws may | 
be made to bind, in many reſpeds : } 


But let Men beware, leſt they exa&t 


wich greater ſeverity, obedience to. 


their own Precepts, than God 5 there 


35 but one: Law-giver, that ean fave | 


and deſtroy, faith Fames 4. 12. when 
they forbid what God commands, and 
commands what God forbids ; its Ty- 
ranny, as. did Aztiochzs, and other 


Heathen Emperors forbid to Circumciſe, ' 
to read the Law, and commanded to offer. 


70 Idols, and to eat Swines Fleſh, and all 
under pain of preſent Death, 2 Macc. 7. * 

Rulers muſt know their places, have 
moderate, . and juſt, and Godly Go- 
gernment, not uſurp on God's Righit, 
on their Subjes Conſcience ; and tho? 
Faith be the Gift. of God, and cannot 
be taught, nor forced, - nor Conſcience 
be compelled to aflent, yet Men may 
be obliged to the outward hearing of 
Gods Word, and FaRious Fire-brands- 
reprefled; -and quenched. ' Soxomen 
tells us, ' That Athanaſius, the Patriarch 


of Alexandria, was upon a time walk- 
ing in the Streets in that City, and: 


that a Raven did flze towards him, 
croaking, 


ade. 2+ - 
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croaking ; which the Heathen that ſtool | 
near, obſerving, began to deride him, 
and reproaci him, as if he had been 
a Preſftigiator, or Conjurer ; and ſo ma- 
kivpg cowards him, asked in derifion, 
what the Raven ſaid to him: He 
modeſtly ſmiling, anſwered in Latin, 
Eras ; for he diftates unro you, That to 
morrow "will be a moſ# bitter day: for to 
morrow you" fhall receive the Emperor's 
Edict, that you ſhall celebrate no more 
your Heatheniſh Solemmities : And acs+ 
accordingly it.came to pals; for tte: 


| next day the Magiſtrates received or- 
ders from the” Remwin Emperor, that 


their Heathen Gods ſhould be no 
more worſhipped, but deſtroyed ut- 
terly, with all their Idolatry . and Su- 


_ perſtition, in which they were bret : 


Which. being abdicated, they imime- 
diately embraced che Goſpel. Biſſet - 


_ # the'people that Ezow thas joyful ſcund, 


Plal. 89..:5.” And thanks be to Jews. 
Chrift, in many things already, you 
have ſhewed your felf God's King, 
in coming out to help the Lord againlt 
the mighty, Fer. 9: 3. in being walient 
for by truth, at home and abroad, in 
ſcattering the Proud 12 the Imaginati- 


on of their Rearts, and brins the. 
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Wheel npon them, in. taking down. 
4 Partition Wall of Separation, that - 
yo. Sabjedts. might not deſtroy one - 
auottier tor. faſhions ſake3 you have 
put yeur Life into your Land, to fight. 
the Loids Battles, that teacheth your - 
hands to war, and your fingers to fioht, 
Pial. 1.44. 1- and have wrought with 
God this great Salvation in our T/rael, 
as all 1/-ael ſaid of Jonathan, that over- 
threw the vaſtelt Army that ever the 
Phil;ftines had, conſiſting of thirty rhou- 
fand Chariots, ſix thouſand Horſes, and ' 
people like the ſand, which is on the Sea 
ſhoar, for Multitude, 1 Sam. 13.5. In 
his name, that giveth Salvation unto 
Kings, and that hath delivered your _ 
Royal Perſon from the Sword ; like - 
another David, : or Fehoſhaphet, you. 
Twarcht out. againſt. the Enemics of 
God and Man.. (or elſe he hath none _ 
in this World 95 and he, in whom ye 
truſted, - hath made you more than . 
Conqueror, in pacifying Scotland, fub- 
Guing Teland, and preſerving the Peace, 
and fatery. of England; and in check- - 
ing the Pride: and Infolency of- your 
iworn Enemies beyond Sea, . and fet- - 
ting a bound co. it, that it cannot pals ; 
end. though the | Waves . thereof toſs .| 
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themſMues, yet they cannot prevail, the* 
they. roar, yet, eats they not paſs over it, - 
Jer. 5. 22. -asthe Prophet ſpeaks of God's 
bounding the Sea, when he ſaid, Hi- 
therto ſhalt. thou come, and no further, and 


here ſhall thy proud wawes Bay themſelves, 


Jo>: 38. 11. Your Majeſties Soul is 
bound up in-'the bundle of Life with the 


| Lord your God (in all your hazardous, 


high, and honourable undertakings ) 


| and the ſouls of your Enemies, them ſhall 


he fling out" as cut of the middle of a 
ſtep, as vertuous Abigail ſpeaks to King 
Dawid, x1 Sam. 25. 29* For as an An- 
gel of God, ſo s my Lord the King, to di- 
ſcern good and bad, therefore the Lord thy 
God will be with thee, ſaith the wife 
Womag of Tekoah to the King. 2 Same-+ 
"3; © Ts | 

Therefore faith he to the God of 
this Lite, Draw me net away with the 
wicked, and with the workers of Iniquity, 
which ſpeak peace to their Neighbours, but” 
miſchief is in their hearts : For they ſpeaR 
not peace, bat deviſe deceitful matters a- 
gainſt them that are quiet in the Land, 
Pſal. 28: 3. and 35. 20. - 0 

If the Peace of God rule in your 
Royal Heart, becauſe he hath ſet hzs lowe 


| - upen- me, therefore will I deliver him, 1 


(84) 
will [et him on high,becauſe be bath knows: 
27 name, (laith. God. to: David) He ſhall: 
call - upon - me, and 1 will anſwer bim, I 
ill be with him in trouble, I will deli- 
i wer him, and bouour bim,;. with long life- 
Fl will I ſatisfie him, and ſhew my {alvati- 
if 02. Plal. 91. 14; IF, 16. . (no' richer 
Promiſes in: all the Book of God. than. 
thoſe that are-made. co God's King ). 
and again, I will make thy officers peacey, 
and thine exatfors righteouſneſs, violence: 
ſhall be no more heard in thy Land, waſt* 
ing nor deftrutt1on within thy borders; Thy: 
people ſhall be all righteous, ({aith the Pro-. 
phat) Ia. 60. 17, 18,21, . 
And the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be: 
peace, and the effect of righteouſneſs, quiet * 
neſs and aſſurance, for ever, and my people 
ſhall dwell in peaceable habitatioss, and.” 
in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting p/a- 
ces, I[a.-32.-17,18. . Agaity, Thou wilt 
keep. him in perfe peace, whoſe. mind is. 
fayed, on thee,, becauſe he truſteth inthee; 
Lia. 26. 4+:. For the. King truffeth in the: 
Lord,. and.through the -mercy of God he:. 
ſhall not be-moved, faith. King David, 
Plal.:21. 7. and therefore he- proteſts. 
thus, For. my. brethren and :compenions 
(ares, ] will now ſay,. Peace. be within + 
zoge, Pial. 122. 8, But who were theſe: 
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Mer whom the King honoured thus, 
to account his Royal Brethren, and 


worthy Companions ? Not fuctt as the. 
| ſons of Zerniah, that were his- Couſins, 


and were t00 hard. for him, 2 Sam. 3.39« 


that were bloody Men, and Murder- 


erers of Princes; nor ſuch as Haman, 
the Agagite, Companion to King Aha- 


ſuerus, that plotted and contrived the mur- 


der of all Gods people in one day, Efth.-3. 
8,9. nor ſuch as Doeg, the Edomite, 
that at Saul's Command, butchered the 
Priefts of the Lord, even fonr ſcore and 
frve perſons that did wrar a Linnen Ephod. 
I Sam. 22.18, in his eyes all-ſach wile 
perſons were comemned, Plal. 15: 4- as 
David profeſicth, he would know 10 ſuch* 


wicked perſonss; they ſhould not tarry inhas- 


ſight, Plal. 101. 4.7. But he tells us, 
Tam companion to all them that fear thee, 
to thens that keep thy precepts, Plat. 119, 
63, 65. tothe Saints that are in the earth,: 
aud to the excellent, in whom ts all my de-- 
light, Pfal. 16. 3. why ſo? Becauſe the: 
Law of God is in his Jeartz what Law? 


The Law of Peace. Great peace have 


they that love thy Law, and nothins ſhall 


offend them, Plal. 119. 155. Then there: 


ihallbe no hreaking in+.(by foreign In- 


vaſion) nor going out- ( þy domeſtick: 
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Inſurretion) no complaining in our 
Streets: Happy #s that people, that, cy" 


fuch-a eaſe. (the P/alwift correfts himrÞ 
ſelf ) yea, happy is that people whoſe Gol | 
2 the Lord, Plal. 144+ 15. whoſe peace] 


rules in their hearts. 


. My ſeeond Addreſs ſhall be in -all' 
_ due Reverence and. Humility,: to. the / 
Right Honourable the High Court of 
Parliament,  conſifting of Lords and. 
Commons. | "AF 4 
- I will with 7eremiad the. Prophet; 
vet me unto the great Men, and ſpeak untd. 
zhim (T hope with' better acceptance 
and Succeſs than he did ) for they have. 
known the way of the Lord, and the judg-: 
mnent of their God, Jer. 5. 5. are better 
acquainted with it, - having had better 
breeding, and means. of inſtrittiong 
than others of meaner Eitate-: Les he 
Peace of God rule in your Hearts, 
unto which ye are all called in one Bo= 
dy politick: That ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, that there be no diviſions among 
you,. but that you be perfeftly joyned toge- 
ther in the {ame 1wind, and in the ſame 
judgment, as the Apoftle charges the Co- 


' 7intbians. by the name of Jeſus Chriſt, - 


1 Cer, 1.10; That there be in none of 
you © 
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| 10 an evil boart : of unhelief, in depart- 
| ing from the living God: Or amongſt you 
| a: profane perſon, as Eſau, to ſell hs bitth- 
' right for a Meſs of Popery, as he did 
{+ for a meſs of Pottage, asthe Apoſile Ipeaks, 

' Heb. 3. 12; and c<. 12.16. 


You are the moſt ſolemn Repreſen- 
tative of our Church and State; our 
Law-makers, and living Laws, arethe 
moſt honourable\ Aſſembly of Chriſti- - 
ans under Heaved at this day, an Af. 
kmbly of Philoſophers and Diviness - 
yea, of Kings and Prieſts, unto God-the: - 
Father, and bis Chriſt, Rev. 1.6, You 
are our firſt born, that have a double 
portion of Honour put upon you a- 
bove your Brethren, to be our Rulers 
and. Law-givers, to ufe the 429/He's 
words, Yeu- are. a choſen Generation, a 
royal prieſt-hood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people 3that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes 


. of him, that hath called you out of dark- 


neſs unto his marvellous light , 1 Pet. 2.0, 
As thole that fate there before you a- 
bove an Hundred and 'Twenty Years 
ago, were like ſo many Zorobabels (that 
lzd the people of - God, irom Caidean 
to Babylon). that laid the foundation 
of our Reformation upon-Chriit, azo- 
ted foundation nomancaniay, 1 Cor.3.11. 

— } :.. a aith .: 
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(faich the 4poFlef and his truth,” aid? 


ſounded by the Trumpet of the Gol. 


vel, a fair retreat, from - Romiſh Popiſh | 
Babylon; the mother of Harlots, aud a- | 
borzinations of the earth, Rev. 17: F- 
the miſtreſs of Wuchcrafts, that ſelleth 
rations through her whoredoms, and fami- | 
lies through ber witchcrafts, Nah, 3+ 4+ 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks) ſo God hath* 
called yow together ; that your Hands 
may finiſh it, that ye may bring forth 


the bead-ftone thereof with ſhouting, cry- 
1ng, Grace, grace unto it, as the | Angel 


Ipeaks, Zach. 4.7. That ſhe that i your 


Enemy may ſee it, and ſhame may cover 
her, Mic. 7,10. That ſhe may be remove 
that nothing of © her be left amo: 
of her Idolatry and Superſtition. - 
yeur ſelves in array againſt Fre .«- 


bylon, round about all ye that tred the | 


baw, ſhoot at her, ſpare no Arrows, for 


ſhe hath ſinned againſt the Lord, faith. 


the Prophet, Fer. 50. 14. 


Some ruHbiſh that eſcaped our firſt - 
Reformers,- was left in the fall of ſo- 
ancient and great a - Building, which 


remains yet untaken away, but in- 


cumbers the Ground 3 which in the ' 
Prayers that we are commanded to uſe * 
is our. Monthly Faſts,run thus - name-” 

| |, 
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| ly, inthe Prayer for the Z:gh Court of 


| Parliament. - 


© That all things may be fo order- 


1 *ed, and ſettled by their endeavours, 


*<.npon. the beſt and fſureft foundari- 
* ons, that Peace and Happineſs, 


© Truth.and Juſtice, Religion and Pie- 


* ty may be eſtabliſhed among us 


| © from all Generations: Now ano- 


ther Foundation of Peace- and Happi- 
neſs can no Man lay, than Chrift and 
his Word. We need not ſend to Rome, 
nor any where elſe, for any thing thet 
concerns Religions The word 1s nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 10..8. and we 
are | built upon the foundation of the. 
Apoſtles, and Prophets, Feſus Chrift hins- 


| ſelf being the chief corner ſtove, Eph.2.2c.. 


In the Prayer for the reformed 
Churches, © Purge all thy Churches 
© from their Dreggs, and make them 
© meet for a glorious Deliverance, that 
*.all the: World may ſee, that Sal: 
* vation belongs to our God.. | 


Inthelaſt Prayer: © Give us Grace 
** Lord, ſeriouſly: to: lay. to heart the. 
| ** great 
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* great dangers we are in,.. by our'| 
unhappy Diviſions, take away. all | 
** hatred and prejudice, and whatſo. } 


cc 


* ever .may hinder. us;. from Godly 


" Union, and Congord:;. that.as theſe! 
** i5:-but;one Body,. and one Spirity] 

f our Calling,: one | 
& Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one: 
«* God, and Father ofus all, fowe may. 
** henceforth be all ofgne, Heart, and-F 
**: of, oe. Soul, united in. one Hos, ] 
** Iy Body of Truth and Peace, . of. 
* Faith,,and Charity,, and may with: 
* one Mind and ogg-Mouth. glorifie. : 


and one; Hope o 


cc 


© thee, O God, through Jeſus -Chriſt- 
© our: Lord, Amen. A 


' The like Expreſſions are, in the. | 
Prayer for the. whole. State of Chri(t's._ ] 


Church Miiitant:here on Earth- 


Let us deal plainly with God and © 


our own Conlciences, and thoſe to 
whom thetic Prayers. are recommen- : 
ded; unleſs. we think-to pleals God, 


and Men, with.a few fair. words of ': 
Devotion, when our Heart. is far-from-- 


him, and: the performancs; of theſe 
things we pray tfor;' as the Eafg is 
from the We/#; Be not deceiver (iaith 
the Apoſtle) God. will,no be ors 
- 52: "} 
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| Gal.6.6. however,we may deceiveMen 
+ with words ſmoother than butter, bat war 


| * in the heart, with words ſofter than 
| 911, yer are they drawn ſwords, Plal. 55. 
F 21. Is not. this a caſting of God's 
;F words behind us, and taking his name 
{in vain 2 That lays us open to that ſur. 
 prizing exprefiion of our Lord, ex ore 
#t0eft, have ye not reaſon to fear the 
Lords Cenſure of the Elders of 7rael, 
| that came and fate before Ezekiel in 
| Babylon, concerning whom, the word 
ofthe Lord came unto him, faying, 
| Sow of 2141, theſe men have ſet up their I- 


das in their hearts, and put the ſtumbling 


. | thck of their iniquity before their face ;.. 


ſhould I be enquired of at all by them? 


+ ] Exek- 14, 3- And that of the Prophet 
| Feremiab, that from the Prophets of Jeru- 
- | falem, +bypocriſie is gone 0ut into all the 


land, Jer, 23.15. If we build continu- 
ally by our practice, that which wont 
ſkem to deſtroy to folemnly by our 


-f Prayer, what do we make of our 
"2 ſelves in the Eyes of the World, but 
| Tranſgreſfors ? Gal. 2. 18, Children, in 


| whoms 15 10 faith, Deut. 32+ 20. . | 
| What then are theſe Dreggs wede. 


Tire God todeliver us from 2 Are they - 


net the remainder of our natural Cor- 
ruption, 


* 


( 92) | 
ruption, and the fin which doth foea- ] 
ſily beſet.us within, and of Popery with-} 
out, that have been a ſnare to us, and] 
xemoved our Souls far from Peace, | 
that we may be delivered from them, | 
as well as other reformed Churches, |. 

”- Again, What are theſe great dan- | 
gers that we are in by our unhappyD#: 
viſion; for the laying of which ſeriouſ-; 
ly to Heart, we beg. God's Grace ? | 
Are they about matters of no. value, 
that in the ballance of the Sanduary 
have Tekel written. on them, as being 
altogether higher than Vanity ?* Are | 
we like the Manlying in a ditch,pray- 
ing» Lord have mercy upon me,and yet will 
not ſtir Hand nor Foot to help him-- 
ſelf out. If we will not prevent theſe | 
dangers, when we know what the late. 
attempt to remove the occaſion of them 
coſt theſe Nations, that were ſore af- 
flied, and forely toſſed with the tem-: 
peſt of a long bloody War, and- not: 
fully comforted to this day. 1 

Again, © Take away all Hatred and + 
* Prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may 
* binder us from. Godly. Union and: 
** Concord. | 
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And we will part with- nothing by 


# our good Will, that may pleaſe many 
| good people, and can never tend to 
| the real damage of any, but add more 
fuel ſtill to the old hatred and prejudice, 


until that be taken out of the way, by 


| which the offence cometh, that may 


kindle a fire that will never be quench- 


| ed, and feed a worm that ſhall never die, 
| Mar. 9. 46. from which Judgmen 


the Lord deliver us. | | 
Lafily, © All the terms of Union 
« of Peace, and Love, in Heaven and 


* Earth, are muſtred up together, 


© oft Lord, one Faith; one Baptiſm, 
cr e, @ 

one God, &c. many Vanities; that 
* w2 mapwith one Mouth, and one 


& Mind, glorifie God, &c. 


Here a Man would think, (If there 
be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any cong- 
fort in lowe, if any fellowſhip of the Spi- 


rit, if any bowels or mercies, if any truth 


| in 2en,) Phil, 2. x. that we are re- 


ſolved now to fill the Evangelical 
Prophecy of Zephany, to ſerve the Lord 


With @ pure lip, and with one ſhoulder, 


Zeph. 3- 9: with Uniformity of Do- 
arine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline , 


That there may be one Lord, and 


bis | 


AEITW = - ©, 
þis name one, according to that of the 
Prophet, Zach. 14. 9: 3 


Lord, put this beart in thiſe that bawil C 


eommaniled us to put up thoſe ſwts 


avords to God, in truth and ſimplicity «f: 

Heart, Amen. That we may not be faid}|. 
#0 have a form of © godlineſs, 2 Tim. 3: 5.1 
ian outward delineation. of piety," «| 


peace and utiity;, Yeniying the power 


and pradtife of it, (as the Apoſtle peaks) I 
or as Feremiab, They have bealed thi} * 
hurt of the Daughter of the my peopl:| 


ſighted, ſaying, pettce, peace, when ther, 
Was 16 peace, Jer. 6: x4.” and thols that 


are required to'make' their Addreſle | 1 


ro Gvd in theſe words, ſay, ZHaf# they 


utterly rejeFed Jadah? hath tb} foul loathed | 


Zion? why haſt thou ſmitten us, and 


there is no healing for us ? we looked for} 


peace, and there is no good, and for a time 
of healing, and bebold*trouble. Jer. 14, 
19. - Then ſaid I, ab Lord God, fare 
thou' ha#t greatly deceivid this people, ats 
Jeruſalem, {aying, ye ſhall have peace 
whereas the [word reacheth unto the ſoul, 


Now,moſt noble Lords and Commins, 
Since God hath endued many of you 


with excellent parts of learning of all 
forts, and Wiſdom, both Tian 
a 
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and Practical, above all the Sanedrims 
' Synods, and '£#i-Synods, ſince that 
of 'Nice,**in* which aplain Country- 


| than; in demotiſtration of the Spirit 
f} znd Power, convinced the Heatheriſh 


Phyloſophers, more'than all the'three 


| Hundred and Eighteen Fathers chat 


- were there; 'T hope. you will -in the 
fear of God; allert the everlaſting'Go: 


ſob ity the purity! abd ſimplicity of it, 


and all the approved Teachers of it, 


[| in allowing them a juſt Maintainance 


fortheir Supportation, that they may be 


| emouraged in the: Law of the Lord,” 2Chr. 
| of. 43 (asHexehiab4$ recorded to baye 


done'in' his Reign) according to that 
of the ipsFHe,” Let him that is taught 
in:i3he word, communicate to him that 
 ttacheth in all good things, which I take 
to'be” the ' Patent of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. The 'gleanings of your 
Graves: are better than the Vintage 
of fone Countrys, where there is a 
competent Proviſion Ior their: Mini- 
fiers, many able Men of yours have 
{mall -allowance, even for the meane 
Itnptoyments, all Tyth being lock 


| up in-the Hands of Impropriators in 
| many plices; and nothing left of 'the 
| Ipoil; butthe-old/allowance ; The Ne- 

ok ; thimims 
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thimims that were of two forts, the 
ibeonites, and the Levites, that were 
imployed to be, Hewers - of . Woog, 
and Drawers of Water for the Alter 
of Cod;t had a far more plentiful pro- 
viſion for themſelves and their Fami- 
lies, than many of your. moſt pain- 
ful Miniſters have at this day, that 
labour in the Word and. Dofrine, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim, 5. 17, Prove me 
wow herewith, ſaich the Lord of hoſta; 
if I will not open you the windows 
Heaven, and pour out a bleſſing: that| 
there ſhall not be room. enouph to receing 
# 5 Mal. 3, I 0. That be .4a5 cauſe the 
leſing to reſt in thine Houſe, faich the | 
Prophet Ezekiel, ch.44. v. 30. i; 


More-over moſt. noble Patriots, that 
are called to fit on Thrones of Judg- 
ment (for ſuch a time as this) wheie 
many of . your Pregenitors, Parents, 
Kinſmen, dear Friends, fellow-Sub- 
jets, and Country-men, lid {itabove 
Fifty years ago; that were able Men, 
fearing God, and honouring the King, 
that were zealous for God, and vali: 
ant for his truth, 2s ye are all this day, 
At. 22, 3. that reſiſted all inevitati- 
ons. on. Church and State, even wid 
Blood, Aeb 12, 4. in themſelves, and 
_” other $1] 
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others, to prevent the ſetting up- ths 


image of Jealouſie, that provokes to Fea- 


| boufie, Ezek. 8. 3. which was like to 


bring the calamities of Eſau upon them, 
Jer. 49. 8. and their poſterity after them, 
thar they might not be called the border of 
iniquity, the people, againſs whom the 
Lord hath Indignation for ever, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Let not all the trouble 
ſeems little to you, that hath come upon 
us, our Kings, on our Princes, on our 
Prieſts, and on our Fathers, andon afl the 


| people, Neh. 9. 32, ſince the time 6f- 


King Gharles the I. 2vhoſe ſhield (in that 
combuſtion) vas wilely caſt away, 25am. 


'1I; 215, aSif he had not been anointed 


with Oyl, as David laments the vio- 
lent Death of Saul, left theſe things 
ſhould be revived, and advanced with 
a high Land, that cauſed ſuch aliene- 
tion of afte&ion, and bitter deſtruci- 
on of many Perſons and Farwlies, in 
theſe three Kingdoms. 

'You have, like the Nobles of 7rae!s 
piven their evidence to the contrary ; 
Thas when Popery was iſſuing upon 
us like a mighty Stream, Root, and 
Branch, in all the parts and PendiGs 
of it;Then they had ſwallowed us up qu. ck, 
when their wrath was kindled again 

Wes | FE ”s 2 
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215 5 Then: the waters (of Mara, of bitter: 
neſs) had overwhelmed #s, the ſtream 


(of Idolatry and Superſtition) had gone | 


over Our Soul, Pſal. I24- 3, 4. Then 
like ſo many Moſes's you ſtood in the 
breach to reſiſt Satan, andall Iniquity, 


and toturn away. God's wrath from 


his People,. occafioned by the golden 
Calf; or as ſo many reſolute, and felf- 
denying Levires, of whom it 'is writ- 
ten, That he ſaid to his Father, and 
to his Mother, I have-not ſeen them ; 
neither did he acknowledge his Bre- 
thren, -nor knew. his own Children, 
when a Proclamation- was made by 
Moſes, through all the Camp of 1/raet, 


Who z on the Lords fide? let him come un» | 


#0 me, Exod. 32. 26. Inall theſe things, 


you have approved your ſelves, the 


faithful and true Servants of God: 
Be it ſpoken to the glory. of God, and 
recorded among your Archives for 
your honour, and of your poſterity for 
ever; that you did really thus; with 


all your high, and low Court-Relati- 


ons. - | 
Ye have ſeen alſo that Prophecy 
of T/aiab, attually fulfilled in the Roy- 
al Perſon of our King, . when the ene- 


' wy ſhall come in like a flood, the my 
: | of 
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of the Lord ſhall lift 'up a Standard '&- 
gainſt him, Iſa. 59. 19. put him to 
flights by whom 2 But by our King 
Wiliam, whom God hath made. 


. to be his Standard-bearer, againſt the 


Man ' of Sin, and Sorr of Perdition, 
in Honour and Obedience to him, 
thatis ſtyled, The ffandard-bearer among 


ten thouſand, Gant. 5. v- Io. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Tra, 
that hath in love to us all, ſet his own 
King over us, to affiſt you ſhall things 
that may do moſt good: I what/o- 


- ever things are true, in whatſoever things 


are hone#f, in whatſoever things are love- 


by, in whatſoever things are of good re- 


port, if there be any vertue, if there be any 
praiſe, that ye may think on theſe things, 


with him, as the Apoſtis exhorts, Phil, 
bo) 


+» % -- 

What God faid to David, PF/al. 2. 
The is my King, generally he faith it 
of all that be like to David, for he 
15 the: ſame. | 


| - The King, whoſe Heart is upright 


with God, as was David's, (the tem- 


per whereof you may fee, P/zl. tor. 


and P/al. 131, as touching the Admini- 
{tation of the Common-wealth, and 
T2 nis 
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his own Ferſon and Family 3 but more 
excellently, as in his duty to God in 
the whole 119th. Palm.) Such a King 
is God's King himſelf, fuch may af- 
ſure themſelves of ſafety and prote&i- 
.on from the treachery and power of 
their Adveſaries, as P/alm 144. Io. It 
x be that giveth ſalvation unts ſuch Rings, 
that delivered David b# ſervant from the 
hurtful hurs of Saul, and all bis enemies, 
as the title of the 18th. P/alm bears. 

And without flattery, be it ſpoken, 
if God have any ſuch King in the 
World, it is our King, as he hath well 
_ feclared, even by that very Argument 
'of Prote&tion, from ſuch - villainous 
PraQices, as were contrived againſt 
him, and ſuch eminent dangers, that 
he expoſed himſelf unto, both by Sea 
and Land, tothem, that can, or will | 
mark no other reaſon. - 

Certainly, if Son, if Jeraſalem, if 
Trael were beholding to the Lord for 
giving them the honour above all 
other Nations, to be ruled by this. 
King; we are in the fame debt, to 
whom the beſt King in this World 

hath been given by him, and thes 
given, when we feared the worſt. of 
gll extremities, that we could ima- - 

| ]Ine ; 
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gine 3 when there ſeemed to be but a 
ſtep between us and ruin, which I 
write not, to puff us up with Pride, 
nor Himſelf, whoſe, not . the leaſt 
Praiſe is, that he delights not in the 
hearing of his own Praiſe, but to make 
us thankful, and to ſtir us up to pray 
heartily to God for him; that he 
would keep his Mind in him for ever- 
more, and confirm his love to him-for 
ever: Bleſs, Lord, his ſubſtance, and ac- 
cept the work of his Hands (tor thy 
Church and. Peopfe ) mite through the 
Loyns of thoſe that riſe up againſt him, 
and of them that hate him, that they riſe 
no more, Which is. Moſes's Prayer for 
Levi, Deut.33- 11. Ses David's Prayer, 
1 Chron. 29. 18. O Lyrd God of Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, end Iſrael our Fathers ; keep 
this for ever in the Imagination of the 
Thoughts of the Heart of thy People, and 
_ their Heart unio thee, that at 
ength our Eyes may behold that joy- 
ful ſight * That Mercy and Trath are met 
together, that Righteouſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other, Plal. 85. 1c. (as the 
P/almift ſpeaks) and the full Accom- 


pliſhment of that Evangelical Promiſe, - | 


Violence ſhall be no more heard in thy © 
Land, Waſting nor Deſtruttion within | 
F 3 .- 
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hy Borders, that Men may call onr Walls 
Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe, Iſa, 60. 
18, that when he reſts from his La- 
Þours, his Works may follow him. 
My next Addreſs is to you, my Re- 
yerend Brethren of the Miniſtry of 
the New Teſtament, 7o y0u-n a ſpccial 
manner is the Word of bis Salvation ſent, 
AQs 13. 26. (as the Apoſt/e ſpeaks to 
che Church of Corinth) being by na- 
ture as hateful to God, and hating one 
another, Tit-3« 2. asthoſe that areem- 
bodied with you. ' Let the Peace of God 
rule its your Hearts, into which ye are cal- 
| led ( not only in one Body Myſtica), 
25. all Chriſtians are, but alſo) into one 
Body Eccleſiaſtical, and be ye thank- 
ful,” :hat 5e be all of one Mind, 1 Cor. 
1. Ic. We are Embaſſadors for Chritft, 
the Prince of Peace, the King of ' 
Peace, upon whom, the Chaſtiſement of 
our Peace was laid, a. 53. 5. That cams: 
and preached Peace to you that were afar 
off. and to them that were near, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 2. 17. and hath lett 
us.a Legacy of Peace, and hath commit - 
fred unto ws the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 
2 Cor. 5. 19. the Goſpel of Peace, Rom, 
To. 15: O chatit might be ſaid of us 
| ynderthe New Teſtament,as he peaks 
I O 
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| of Levi in the Old; He walkad with 


me in Peace and Equity, and did turn 
many from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6, 
Let us be diligent jn our Maſter's 


| work, like fairbful and wiſe Stewards, 


whom our Lord hath} made Rulers over 
bis Heuſhold, to give them their por- 
tion of meat in their due ſeaſon; Bleſſed 
are thoſe Servants, whom cur Lord when 
he cometh (hall find ſs doing 3 of a Truth 
1ſay unto you, that he will make them 
Rulers of all that he hath, Luk. 12. 42, 
43, 44. That we may recover poor Sin- 


- ners cut of the Snare of the Devil, whs 
are taken Captives by him at his Will, 


2 Tim. 2. 25. That when ihe chief Shep- 


| berd ſhall apyear, we may be found of 


bim in Peace, without [pit, and blame- 
leſs, and receive a Crown of Glory, that 
fadeth not away, 1 Pet.5.4. 2 Pet. 3.,14+ 
That being Teachers, ſent of God, to 
teach the way oi God in Trath, may 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 
and by turning m:ny to Righteouſneſs, as 
the Stars for ever and ever, as the Pro- 
phet Danze! ſpeaks, Dan, 12,3» 
Now, ſince God by this 'Texty as ' 
by the tenor of the whole Book of God, | 
calls us to Peace, how many of our © 
Profeflion are counted the greateſt 
*- 4 Enez -.” 


Enemies-to it in the whole Kingdom ? 
as being neither Peace-makers, nor |. 
Peace-keepers with our Neighbours ; 
but by Aufterity and Severity, exa&- 
ing our dues to the utmoſt Farthing, 
with fuch rigour, as the Sons of Eli, 
did uſe,” that were. Sons of Belial, and 
Knew not the Lord, x Sam. 2: 12, con- 
trary to that Spirit of the Goſpel, 
which Chriſt's own Diſciples were 
ignorant of, when 'they weuld have con- 
ſumed the Samaritans with Fire from 
Heaven, as Elijah did the Guards of 
Ahaziah, Tu. 9. 55. and putting their | 
Pariſhioners into the Court often, for 
very {mall matters, as if they fought 
not them, but theirs, fo contrary to the 
Apoſtle, as if Deſtruction and Milery 
were in their ways, and the way of 
Peace they had not known, . as the Apo- 
[#/: ſpeaks of the Gentiles, Rom. 3. 17, 
Hence it is in the firſt place, that Men 
proſper not under the means of Grace; 
as thinking it impoſlible, hat the ſame 
Fountain ſhould at the ſame place, or 
ſpring-head, ſend forth ſweet Water, and 
bitter, as St. Fames ſpeaks, Fam..3. 11. 

And that Men abhor the Offerings 
of- the Lord, as if all ſoughe their on, 
and not the things which are Feſus Chriſt's, 
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PLl. 2. 21. which the [/raelites are re- 


'-corded to have done of old for the 


vileneſs of their Prieſts, that with 


Force and Cruelty ruled over them; 


and many depart from them, with In- 
dignation, to more peaceable Afſem- - 
blies of Chriſtians, without any pur- 
poſe to return, becauſe their Shepherds 
have cauſed them to go aſtray, as the 
Prophet Feremiah ſpeaks, ch. 50. 6. 
And fince our Liturgy that we read 
daily, is fo full of good Prayers, Col- 
le&s, and Requeſts for Peace, that God 
who is the Author of Peace, and lover 
of Concord, weuld give to all Nati- 
ons Unity, Peace, and Concord : Let 
this Charity begin at home, and let ws, 


with cur ' Apoſtle, follow after the things © 


that - make (moſt)' for Peace, and the 
things wherewith we may edifie one ano- 


ther, Rom. 14. 17, 19. and ye ſhall © 


be named the Prieſts of the Lord, Men © 
ſhall call you the Miniſters of our God, 
ye ſhall eat the Riches of the Gentiles, and 
in ther Glory ſhall ye boa#þ your ſelves, 
as the Evangelical Prophet ſpeaks, Ifa. - 


61. 6. leſt the Lord divide us in Jacob, q 
and ſcatter us in [irael, as he did Simeon ': {il 
and Levi, that were Brethren in Evil, -. || 


(bat not in-any good) to their perpe- 
F 5 tuz]. 
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tual-infamy » remembring always, that. 
he that Joweth-. Diſcord among Bre- 
thren, 15 one of the ſeven things that are 
an, Abomination to the. Lord, . as Solomon} 
ſpeaks, Prov.6. 16. | 
Again, our Brethren, that . profeſs | 
the ſame Faith of . Chriſt: . crucified | 
with us, yet diflent from us in ſome. 
Externals, and Circumſtances about 
Religion ; lay to our charge, that we 
hang all our Religion, and Minittra- 
tion, upon Ceftain ſtinted Forms, and] 
. Canonical Offices, upon Perſons. and | 
Places, Times, Canonical Hours, Ve- 
{tares, Poſtures ang Geltures, ec. and 
that under the Fig-leaves of Formali- 
ty. in the worſhip of God, we cover 
all Iniquity, as the Church of. Rowe. 
doth, whoſe whole Religion is nothing 
elſe, but a Congeries of fuch . infipid 
ſtuff. And that of late, we were rea- 
dy, upon the advance of Popery, to- 
curn Papiſts,: rather than part with our |. 
Livings , © perceiving - ſome to be | 
turned aſide already after Satan, like 
ztallen Stars, and. ethers with Demas, | 
#0 forſake us,.. and.” embrace this preſent 
{ Popilh ) World, 2 Tim: 4. 10. , and 
a great many in Church and State, 
ready., to ſwim with the oyerflow- 
| L INS, 
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ing Tide of Anti-chrift;, the Apo-" 


ftle tells Timothy, That he knew that all 
they that are in Aſia, had turned away 


| from him, 2 Tim. 1. 15. and ſpeaking 


of. the Ap:tacy.of the latter days, he 
faith, They ſhall turn away their: Ears 
rom the Truth, and ſhall be turned unto 
(Popiſh) Fables, -2 Tim. 4: 4: . God be 
merciful unto us. © 5 | 

I dare not truſt my own Heart, 


when I think: of * Peter; but I hope 
' ; there would be found, even among 


us, that enviouſly are ſtyled Conformiſs 


{(tho* our Works are-not found perfe&# before 


» 


. God, Apov. 2: 2) as many, and more, 


that would have laid down their Lives 


for the Word of God, and Teſjimony 
of Jeſus, as laid down their Livings, ta 
avoid Men's Traditions and Com- 
.mandments 3 that they might not min- 
gle with the Fountain of -[se/, to de- 
file the Waters of the Sar@uary. Such 
Imputations as theſe mult needs cauſe 
the- Ambaſſador - of Peace to weep bwter/y, 


as the Prophet ſpeaks, 7/2 33. 7. But } 


we expect better things of them, and 
accompanying Salvation ( that thus 


:cenfures us ) though they differ irom 
--15 in. the outward mode of Religior:, 


ai 
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ilt of us, our Mothers Children being au- 
gry with us, Cant. 1 6. They ſit and 
talk againſt their. Brethren, and. ſlander 


their own Mothers Sons, - Pfali.. 50. 20; | 


we know-that we are paſſed from Death 
#0, Life, becauſe .2ve love the- Brethren, 
faith St. Fobn,. 1 Joh. .3. 14. and with: 
Chrift*s Brethren, . we bope to go to their 
Father, and our Father, to their God, -and' 
our..God, : Joh-20, 17. with. as. ſincere, 
Aﬀetion,.. and Brotherly .Leve, Gen. 33. 
6-5 Zofeph ſhewed, that was ſeparated 
from his Brethren .for a while: :hat he - 
might 'enjoy them for ever, Philem.--1 5. 
But beſides all this,. they have ſome- 
what elſe againſt-many of-us; 7hat - 
þ . Throughly weighed, © and. laid inthe - 
allance .of the. Sanftuary, would be hea- 
vier than. the Sand of the Sea, as Job's Par . 
thetick Phraſe .is,-- Fob 6. 2,3.- That. 
ve. Jeave- our... Flocks, and. ſtarve -them, . 
being called by God. and Man to the Mi- 
niſtry of .the Goſpel, 'to no other end and ' 
purpoſe, but.to-feed them, to feed the Church © 


of God, - which he... hath. pur chaſed & with 


his own. Blod, :laith the Apoſtle, .AG,. 
20, 28. to the: Elders of. the Church 
of Fpbefus,.. in... his. Iat. Viſitation. at - 
Hiletus... And whereas it appears -by 


| 


| 
| 


the firſt verſe of the ſecond Chapter of - 


- . 


this. 
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this Epiſtle, that the Apeſtle had never. 
been among theſe of Coloſſze ; 1hat they 
bad not ſeen bis Face in the Fleſh, Gol.2.1. 
It.is-to be marked how careful Pau/ 
was; that being now in Priſon at Rowe, 
under the Bloody Tyrant Nero, when. 
he. might- well have been excuſed 
from: writing to other Churches, which 
himſelf had planted, yet takes no li- 
berty ro himſelf of eaſe, but writes, 
even to theſe that he had never ſeen, 
and had not ſeem bis Face inthe Fleſh ; 
that if-he could 'not, by reafon of his 
Enduranee, ſ5eak to them, yet- his 
Letter might inſtru& them, and con- 
firm them in them in the truth of God 3 
and what puniſhment ſhall they be 
worthy : of,-, who -being tied te ſpeci-. 
al- Charges, have no regard to any 
thing, ſaving to the receiving-of-their 
Profits? As for the in{trucion of their 
Flocks ; they-think it enough to al- 
low one Ten Pounds a Year; the Tenth 


part perhaps of the whole: Living; to -, 


read them Prayers 3 and if they- once | 
or twice in a year ſhall come to them, 


: and give them a Sermon, they -think 
- they. -have diſcharged their -tulE Daty 


with advantage. I] wonder how fuch 
tould-not bluſh;/to-hear ofthe Ap» "_ 
| | dili- 


/ 
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diligence, who is thus careful, even in| 
| his Priſon-houſe, -and ' fo far off, fo 
thoſe he never ſaw : When they ar, 
thus careleſs for thoſe, whom by al 
Laws of God - and Men, if aq 
for Conſcience, yet-for their Friend 
ſake, - they ought to regard, and not 
task them out to Journey-men and} 
Hirelings, but the Unjuit knoweth mal 
ſhame, faith the Prophet Zephaniah, 
| Zeph. 3 5- and their own Shepberds pity 
i thern not, faith the Prophet Zacharigh, 
Zach. 11.5. And to uſe the Phraſe off 
St. Fames in another Caſe, My Bre- 
#hren theſe things ought not ſo to be, Jam, 
2- 10.-and that of Fob allo in another 
Caſe, This # an beincus crime, yea, it s| 
an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Fudger, 
Job 21. 11. and therefore it cries aloud 
co King and. Parliament for Reiorma- | 
tion as much, if.not more, - than any 
' common Nuſance whatlioever ; yea, 
to. God alſo (that ſees not as Man 
fees ) for Wrath and Indignation, that 
by a juſt reſentment of this common 
Error, practiced continually by a high 
»RBand, His wrath may turn away from 
- 459 3 2: Ghron- 29. 10. as King  Hezeki- 
ch ſpeaks to his Miniſters : My: Sons, 
be v0t.. negligent, be nit- now: dereiued; 


for |. 


( ir4-) 1 
for the Lord hath choſen you to ftand be- © 
fore him, to ſerve him, and that you ſhould 
miniſter unto him, and offer burat- 
Incenſe, and Sacrifice : That of Ezekiel is 
very terrible; ye eat the Fat, and cloath | 
you with the Wool; ye kill them that are 
fed, but ye feed not the Flock, Ezek34-3. 
The Prophet goes on to the 11th. verſe, 
with ſevereComminations,that concern. - 
. the Shepherds under the Goſpel (that 
are ſuch) as well as under the Law, 
for their Unfaithfalneſs to {fo great a 
truſt ; being the- greateſt under Hea- 
ven, even no leſs, than the Souls of 
Men, redeemed with the precious Bled 
of Chriſt, as St. Peter ſpeaks, 1 Pet. 1.19. 
My Ground of this Application is, 

a .Rule and Maxim -of Philofophy, 
- and right Reaſon. Agente eodem ma 
exiſtente, & eadem materia iden effeium. 
God changeth not,M,3. Now as God 
is the ſame, and Sin the ſame, ſo we 
muſt expect the like effeds from the 
like cauſes ; the Principals of Sciences | 
are external, and the Rules of . guide -- 
ing Souls to Blefledneſs, moſt immu- 
table of all the reſt: As God dealr 
with 1ſrael,. his peculiar People, . fo-wiil | 
 he-deal with us, if we be like the - | 
. 1g their. Sims 3. we mult thank —O—_ | 
* a0 


K | 


_ therefore, as he puniſhed them for all 


(112) 


neſs for this much, we are too impu-: 


dent, if we deſire, or pretend more ; 


ver Iniquities, Am. 3: 2. from the Land 
of Egypt, to this day, fo hath he juſt 
cauſe to viſit us for our Iniquities; that 


are ſwoln to as great a bulk as they. 


were before the laſt War : Give me 
leave to uſe here the words of El;hu« 


to Fob, At this my Heart trembleth, and 


z.removed out of his place, Fob 361+ 
Let us not flatter our ſelves upon 
the gracious Afliſtance we have hither- 
to found in our miraculous Reſtaurati- 
on, An. 1660. which we could not 
have lookt for ; no, not in a Dream, 
to be (after ſo many ſigna] Defeats) 
on a ſudden, made more than Con- 
querors, with all the faults that fol- 
lowed us, even forgetting that we had 
twenty Years time for repentance al- 
lowed us, to waſh us from our old 
Sins : Let us not be high-minded (ſaith 


the Apoſtle ) but fear ; indeed, If God ' 


be for ns, who can be again(-us; laith 


the ſame Apoſile, Rom. 8.3. - 
But how can he be Friends- with 


us,when..we walk ſo croſs and perverſ- 


ly with him? His Name,that ought noc 


to. bs mentioned: without - higheſt. Re- - 
VErences + 


Py _—y _ 


2. 8 
verence, x atinually Blaſpbemed, Ifa. 
52. 5. Nothing hated but Holineſs, 
and the Lovers of it made the Song of 
the Drunkards., and By-word of 
the People ; and a deſire to walk with 


God according ts our Chriftian Pro- 


teflion, Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, 

it, 2. 12. mage a derifion all the 
day, ec. Neither let us think to ap- 
peaſe him, and hold his Friendſhip 
with a few Sermons, and Ceremonies 
of outward Service ; as the tything of 
Mint, Cummin and Dill, when we 
negle& Juſtice and Fidelity, a Goſpel 
Reformation of our Lives and Conver- 
ſations, and the weighty things of the 
Law and Goſpel, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
Matth. 243. 23s "0 

See- what the Lord ſpeaks by the 
Prophet Feremiah : For I ſpake not unto 
your Fathers, nor commanded them in the 
day that I brought them out of the Land of 
Egy pt, concerning Burnt-offring s, and 
Sacrifices, But this. thmg commanded [I 
them ; ſaying, obey my Voice, and Iwilt 
be your God, and ye ſhall be my People and 
walk: ye in all the ways that 1 have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto yon. 
Jer; 7. 22, 23. When..in the mean 
time we hold his truth in -Unrighte. 

Ws outnels, 
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ceouſneſs, when I know not for what 
politick reſpets, we prefer Mzrnſical De 


light, Am. 5.23. and Solemnity in his]; 


Service, before the Spirit and Under- 
ſtanding, 1 Cor. 14. 15. and Juſtifie by 
our practice, the. Idol-Service, which 
we accuſe in our:Books and Preaching, 
And now, O ye Priefts, this Command- 
nent # for you (faith the Prophet Mal 
chi) If ye will not hear, and if ye will 
not lay it to heart, to give glory to my 
Name, ſaith the Lord of Hoffs, 1 will e& 
ven ſend a curſe upan you, and will curſe 


your Bleſſings ; yea, I have curſed them 
already, becauſe ye do not lay it tro Heart, 


Mal. 2: 1,2. 1will daſh them, a Man 
againſt his Brother, the Father and the 
Son together, (faith the Lord) I will not 
pity, nor ſpare, nor have mercy, but de- 


ftroy them, Jer. 13. 14. and 16. Gwe | 


Glory to the Lord Ged before be cauſe 
Darkne[s, and before ycur Feet ſtumble 
upon the dark Mountains; and while ye 
look for Lighs, he turn, it #ato the ſhadow 
of Death, and make it groſs Darkneſs, 


Theſe things are writien for our admoni- 


tion, upon whom the ends of the World 


are come, x Cor. 19. 11. Excellently 
doth Ezra expreſs the AﬀeRicn, Re- 
folution, and Reformation of the Jews, 


alter- 


oo I... ES ok as ae Ts Ws es = 
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{after their Eſcape and Deliverance 
*|from Babylon, and return to Zim, with 


theſe words: And after all this is come 


| vpors 785 for our evil Deeds and for our great 


Iranſgreſſions;, ſeeing thou our God baſt 
puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, 
and baſt given us ſuch a Deliverance 


|# thzs 5 ſhould 2e again break, thy Com- 


mand ments, and joyn in affinity with 


| he people of theſe Abominations ? Woul 


nt thou be angry with us till thou hadsi 
conſumed us, that there ſheuld be no 
remnant nor eſcaping, EZ&K. 9. 13, 14« 


| Lef us take heed that we fulfill our Mint- 
| fery ( as the Apoftle exhorts Timorhy ) . 


2'Tim. 4. 5. that we loſe not our 
Church it ſelf, wherein Men glory fo 
much ( your Glorying # not good, 1aith 
the Apoſtle ) 1 Cor. 5. 6. rhat it flee 
not away like a Bird, as the Glory of 
Ephraim, from the Birth, and from the - 
Womb, and from the Concepticn, as the . 
Prophet F#7:/:2 ſpeaks, and our ſelves 
alfo.. The Diſenters (as we call them) 
are like to ſieal it away from us, and 
leave us naked and bare, to read. 


| Prayers to bare Walls, and. empty 


Pews, as many do already in City and . 


Country. Behold your houſe ſhall be left 
unto you deſolate (faich our Lord to the 
? Tews) 
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Fews) What houſe ? The Prophet I/aiab 
tells us, Our Holy and Beautiful Houſe, 


where our Fathers praifed thee, as burnt ta 


up with Fire, and all our pleaſant things 
are laid waſte; the only Cathedral 
that God had in all the World, where 
in was the Glorious Symbol of his 
Preſence, and the great Myſtery of 
Godlinef, that prefigured Chriſt with 
ail his Benefits : This was done after- 
wards by the Caldeans. He tells them 
turther, Therefore I ſay unto you, the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be taken from 
Jou, and given to @ Nation, bringing 
forth the Fruits thereof, Matth. 21.4, 
What is meant by this Kingdom of Hea- 


ven? The Church viſible ; the Phraſz | 
oftenuſed in the beginning of St. Fobw's | 


Preaching, and Chriſt's, Matth. 3. 2, 
-and 4. 17. and in the Parable of the Sower: 
This Phraſe is taken from Daniel ; And 
in the days of thoſe Kings ſhall the God 
of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom, and the 
Kingdom ſhall not be left to another Pec- 
ple, but it ſhall break in pieces, and con- 
ſume all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall ftand 


for ever, Dan. 2. 44+ The Church vi- 
ſible is now to be made up of the 
Gentiles, as of old of the Fews chiefly, 
-our Lord having taken down the Wall 


of 


| among the 7 
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[of Partition that was ſetup by God hime 


ſelf between them, why may not Men. 
take down and demoliſhz even to the 


Foundation, the Wall of Separation, 


dawbed with intempered Mortar of 
Malice and Envy, ſet up in their Heart 
againſt their Brethren, unleſs there be 


[ſuch a great Gulf fixed between them 
'by it 3 fo that they which would paſs 
| from: hence cannot, nor can they paſs 


to us, that would come thence, as Fa- 


| ther Abraham ſpeaks tothe rich Man in 
| Hell, that would fain have changed 


his Quarters and Poſt for any Faſe 
or mitigation of pain, Tk, 16. 26. 
The Evangeilſt Matthew tells us, 


' That this ſaying is commonly reported 
ews to this day; Matth.28 


15. that Chriſt's Diſciples came by 


| Night, and itole him away while the 


Watch-men ſlept. Mary Magdalen, 
upon a double miſtake, thought that the 


Gardiner had ſtolen him out of his Grave, | 


Joh. 20. 15- We read of a great quar- 
rel between' the ten Tribes and the 
Tews, about the ſtealing away of King 
David, in his own Preſence. And be- 


hold all the Mex of Iſrael came unto the . 


King, and {aid unto the King, why have 
our Brethren the Men of Judah ſtolen thee 


aways, : 


i| F 
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: 
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away ? 2 Sam.19.41. The good. and 
wiſeKing could not decide the contro- 
verfie without a Mutiny, and ſad Dif. 
ſention, as follows in the Text; Moſer 
tells us, that Jacob fole away the Heart 
of Laban the Syrian, when be fled from 
him, Gen. 31+ 20. ( upon the fall of his 
Countenance towards him ) with all 
that he had, and that bx Daughter Ra 
chel ffole away his Teraphim, his Gods; 
there ' was a Heartleſs and Godleſs Mani 


left, and what had he more? Judg- 18. |. 


24. as Micab ſpeaks tothe Men of Das; 


yet after all his fierce purſuing after | 
Faceh, with all his forces, and overs |- 


taking him'; and ſearching all his ſtuff, 
he found nothing of his to accuſe Fa- 
cob 'of, nor to makehim aſhamed, that 
he had parted fo ſuddenly from him 
without his Knowledge and Conſent: 
Therefore they entred into Covenant 


together of perpetual amity, and part- | 


ed'in Peace and Love; and were never 
injurious to one another, no more than 
Eſau was to Facob, that fled irom him, 
for fear of his Lite, yet was at meeting 


embraced by him, with highExpreſlions | 


of Love," and they buried their aged Fa- 
ther Iſaac in Peace, Gen. 35-29. 
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| Set your Hearts (faith Moſes) untg all 
the words which T teftifie: among you this 
ty ; and he gives this reaſon for itin. 


{|the words following, For it js not a vain 


thing for you, becauſe it z your Life, and 
through this thing ye ſhall prolong* your 


| days, Deut. 32. 46, 47. O that thou 


badſt hearkned to myCommandments (faith 
the Lord by the Prophet: 1aiah) ther 
had thy Peace been as a River, and thy 
Righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea: 


[thy Seed alſo had been as the Sand, and - 


the ofſpring of thy Bowes: like the Grawel 


| thereof 5 his Name fouls n0t bawe been 
» [cut off, ' 20Y deſtroyed fre: tyre m2, ia. 


48. 18, 19. But if we {lt: zo on, to 


| make the Precepts of God of nene 


effet, by their unlucky Neighbour- 
hood with the Precepts of Men: The 
Book of God will >e rnawares ſnatch*d 
out of 'your- Hands, 2s the Ark of God 


- | W45 from the. Shoulders of Hophni and 


Phinehas by the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 4, 
11, and a black Book put into our 
Hands, written within and without, 
Lamentation, aud Mourning, and VWoe: 
| Ezek. 2. to. For thus ſaith the Lord, 
enter not into the Houſe of Mourning, net= 
ther goto lament, nor bemoan them ; for 
Hy have taken away my Peace from thas 


People, 
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People , ſaith the Lord, even loving kind- | 


neſs and Mercies, | Jer. 16.5, from which 
Judgment the Lord deliver us, -that we 
may enter iuto Peace, and reft in our Beds, 
every one walking in his Uprightneſs, Iſa; 
F 7s Ze... 


Now for a particular Application of 
hisDo@trin to all Relations and Orders 
of Men, High and Low, Rich -and 
Poor, &c 


1. To Magiſtrates and Subjects. 


F the Peace of God rule in the Hearts 

of Rulers, then they will ſeek the 
Glory of God, and the Peace and Good 
of their Subje&s, above all Earthly 
things, to the fulfilling of that Evan- 
gelical Promiſe of 1aiah, And Kings 
ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and their 
Dueens thy Nurſmg Mothers, Ia. 49.23. 
The God of - Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of if 


rael ſpake to 92: Hethat ruleth over Men | 


wut be juſt, ruling in the fear of God, 
is the Inſtration that the Man after 
God's ownHeart received immediately 
from God,touching his Ruling and Go- 
verning the People of God : And an 
excellent Preſident we have from 


Theodofins, | 
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 Theodofius Funior, the Emperor,recorded | 


by Socrates, 1.7. 22: who telis us, that 
when in a levers Winter that did 
threaten and -portend a great ſcarcity 
of Vicual- the Year enſuing, it being 
not very plenriful at that time, he gave 
way to the Peoples defire of the uſual 
Games and Shews that were atted in 


the Gircez which when it was full of 


People, and Spettators, there fell fud- 
denly a moſt vehement "Tempeſt upon 
them : Then the Emperor plainly de- 
clared (I ſet it down as Socrates relates 
it) how he was affected towards God 6& 
his People ; for by his Heralds he made 
Proclamation among the People, ſay- 
ing, Is it not much better for us to leave 
theſe vain Shews and Sports, and with 
ene Mouth, all of us to pray to God, to 
preſerve us ſafe from this horrible Storm 
that zs falling upon usScarely were theſs 
words uttered, when all the People, 
with unanimous Conſent and Alacri- 


| ty, began to pray to God ; then :the 


whole City ( faith he) in that reſpect 
was turned into a Temple ; the Em- 
p.ror himſelf walking as a private Per- 
102, began the- P/alms of Praiſe; nei- 
ther indeed did his Hope fail him 
(laith Socrates?) for imfnediately there 
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was 4 great Calm and Serenity, and 
by the Bountifulneſs of God, there was 
great Plenty of all Proviſion the next 
year. | 

At another time alfo, as he fate, 
beholding the Shews, he received a 
Meſlage, that one Fohny, that tyran- 
nouſly had Invaded the Weſtern Empire, 
was miraculouſly overthrown,and ſlain 
by his Forces : As foon as he had read 
the Letter,he ſaid, go too, if ye pleaſe, 
let us leave thele Toys, and go to 
Ghurch, and offer Prayers and Thanks 
to God, who hath ſlain the Tyrant, as 
it were, with his own Hand ; he and 
all the People went immediately thro” 
the middle of the Hippodrome, to the 
| Temple of God, and fpent the whole - 
day in Pſalms and Praiſes to God. 
Socrat. |: 7. 25. 

Sozomen tells us, that the Subjects 
looking upon the good Examples that 
Arcadins and Honorius the Emperors, 
and Sons of Theodoſius, fer before them, 
the Pagans were the more eafily Con- 
verted co Chriftianty, and the Hercticks 
joyned to the Carbolick Church z; Soz. 
1.8. 1. When ſuch Kings come to be 
tick, and dye, they may fay wiih 
Hexekiah, Remember Lord, Uſb he, 
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hew 1 have walked before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfeftt Heart, and have done 
that which was good in thy fight, Ia, 38: 
3- and they ſhall hear, Ewge. | 

2, If the Peace of God rule in the 
Hearts of the Subjetts, they will not 
curſe theruler of God s people, Exod. 22.28; 
they will not curſe the King, no, not 
in their Thoughts 3 for a Bird of the 
Air will carry the Voice, and that which 
bath Wings fhall utter the Matter, faith 
King Solomon, Eccleſ, 10. 20. They 


_ will efteem their good King worth Tet 


Thouſand of themſelves, as the 1rae/ies 
told David their King, when they 
would not ſuffer his Royal Perſon to 


| be hazarded amongſt them in the Bat- 


tle againit Abſalom, 2 Sam. 18. 3. 
They will eſteem it the higheſt Wick- 
edneſs, to Fretch out their Hand again#t 
the Lord's Anointed, 1 Sam. 26: 9. as 
David ipeaks, when he had Sau), his 
greateſt Enemy at his Mercy ; they 
will account him, The Breath of our No- 
frils, Lam: 4. 20; love, honour, and: 
obey him, in all things jult and honaft, 
as the Roman Legions laid to Fovinian, 
that chole him to ſucceed Fuian the 

Apoſtate, inthe Empire, who ſaid un- 


| tothe Eledors 3 I will not rule over - 


G2 Yau 
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you, for T am a Chriſtian, arid you ate 
Pagans, and Heolaters ; ( the Apeſtate 
had corrupted them) Do thou rule 
over us ( ſaid they ) and we will be 
all Chriſtians. Regis ad exemplum, is an 
old and true ſaying. There is there- 
iore great neceflity to pray for ſuch 
as be Rulers, that they may be Subor- 
dinate to God, and have Grace to 
their Power, Pty to others, that God 
may cloath their Enemies with ſhane, but 
en himſelf ſhall his Crown flonrsſh,as God 
promiled to David, I'ſ:). 132.18. that 
they . may give God a fair Account 
of their. Stewardſhip at the great Days 
in obſerving and practiling what he 
hath commanded. 


2. To Miniſters. and People. 


FF the Peace of God rule in the Hearts 
of the Miniſters of 'the Goſpel of 
Peace,. ( unleſs the rbings that belong 
ro their Peace be hid from their Eyes, 
Luk. 19. 42;) they will not only -fol- 
low Peace with ons - another, but with 
alt Men (Afentersand Diſſenters) as 
much asin them lies, and- Holineſs, 1th- 
out which no Man ſhall ſee the Lora, Heb. 
12. 14 & - At 
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That they may ſee the travel of their 
Soul, and be ſatisfied, that the 2vork cf the 
I .ord ws carried alouwg profperouſly in their 
band: 11.53.11.They will be gentle to their 
People (as another Pau!) we were gentle 
among you, even as a Nurſe chcor.ſheth key 
Children : Te ave WWitneſſes,and God alſo ; 
bow holily and juſtly, and unh'amcabl; we 
behaved cur ſelves among you that believe: 


And je know how owe exhorted, comforted, 


and charged every one of you, as a Fathcr 
doth bis Children, 1 Thell. 2.1C,18, 

Exhorting them as Fathers, Afctucrs, 
Children Brethren; 1 Tim. 5. 1, 2. as 
St. Pau! inſtrotts Timnuhy ;3 avoiding 
Non-reſidence, eſpecially in this State 
and Time, when tney are making a 
Captain to return to Egypt, Numb. 14.4, 
that-it may not be ſaid of us, That rey 
that lead thy Pecple, cauſed rhem: to err and 
they that are led by them are deſtroyed, 
Ila. 3. 12. ard they thet rule over them 
axe them to bowl, Ia. 52.5. I doubt 
not but the Prudence, and Moder ati- 
on of the Wiſe and Learned Men, will 
ſilence all Controverites. 

Euſebins teils us in the Life oi Con- 
fon ine, that he ſaid in the Synod of 
Nice, that the Diſlcentions of Church- 
Mer, among themiclves was-an Evil 

G3 be- 
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beyond ail Calamities,and anyForeigrn 
Wars whasfoever. Surely, they will 
not ſhed the Blood of War in Pexce, 
as 7oab did, that put the Blood of 
War upon the Girdle that was about 
this Loins, and upon- his Shooes that 
were upon his Feet5 tor which, 
David left him a Bloody Legacy. Let 
29t his hoary Head go down 10 the Grave 
zw- Peace, 1 Kin. 1.5. Under Valens 
the Emperor (laith Socrates 1. 4. C. 29.) 
by occaſion of one Godly Man, a 
grievous and dangerous War, that was 
undertaken againſt the Roman Empire, 
was extind :; The Saracens had made: 
detection from Roman Empire, and un- 
der the Condud oftheir Queen Mavia; 
began an Offenſive War, and that on 
2 moſt Adyantageous Opportunity, 
when the Goths were waſting all 7Thra- 
cia; and therefore all the RomanPro- 
vinces towards the Eaſf- (they are: 
the words of Socrates): had been over- 
run, and. waſted by the Saracens: 
The occaſion was this; one Moſes, a 
Saracen by Nation, lived a Solitary 
Life in a Deſert ; who for his emi- 
nent Piety, Conitency, Faith and Mi- 
racles was very famous; Mavis, the 
Queen of the Saracens defires the Ro- 
WAYS .. 
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mans to deſign this Godly Man for 
their Biſhop, and promiſeth to lay 
down her Arms, to disband her For- 
ces, and to be at Peace with the Ro- 
mans * Diffum fatſum, *tisdone imme- 
diately ; and fo by the Peace of Col, 

ruling in the Heart ofthis Godly Man, 

and of his Queen, a great Fireis ſud- 

denly quenched. 

Soazomon tells us, l. 7. c. 3. That un- 
der Theodoſous the Great, the Feople of 
Antioch had deje&ted the Statues of the 
Emperor and Empreſs, and moſt jigno- 
miniouſly dragg'd them with a Rope 
through the Streets of the City, add. 
ing moſt contumeHous, and difgrace- 
ful words, no doubt by the inſtivation 
of the Devil. Theod o/ins hearing of 
this Afﬀront and Diijgrace, was highly 
difpleaſed, and reſolved to be aveng- 
ed on them for this Infojency 5 where- 
of ths People of Antioch being aware, 
bezan to relent, to leave off their Fu- 
ry, and to repent, and to beg with 
Sighs 2nd Groans Favour of God, 
ture) his Hear t, that they might not 
be fuddenty det troyed. They com- 
poſed certain Nourn tul Dittics, and Fu» 
neral Songs, whict ey uſed in their 
lolemn- Prayers at the Throne; of 
G 4 
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Grace and they ſent their Biſhop 
Flavien:s to the Emp.ror tO appeaſe 
nis Wrath towards them $ the which 
that he mighteffe&uateghe periwaded, 
and prevailed with the young Men 
that uſed to fing at the Emperors Table, 
to fing thoſe mournful Songs, by 
whichthe Men of Antioch had made 
their Supplications to God, in their 
tear and dangerous Condition, with 
which the Empercy was fo taken and 
furprized, that a Flood of Tears guſht 
from his Eyes immediatelv, and wet. 
the Cup that was in his Hand; and. 
nnderſtanding the matter, he calls 
Fl;zvienus, ard laid aſide his Anger, 
and frankly forgave the City. - Thus 
ye ſcehow the Peace of God ruled inthe 
Hzart'of this Prudence and Godly Bi-. 
{nop, and his Emperor Theodeſins, to 
prevent the Ruin of the great City of 
Antioch, where the Diſciples were called 
Coriftians firfly, AG. ti. 26, 

Now, If tbe $:n of Peace be in your 
Houſes, or Pariſhes, Luk. xo. 6. that 15, 
any Men capable of that Bleſling, and 
diſpoſed to receive the Dodtrin of 
Peace, which you Preach, your Peace 
{hall reſt upon it; then doubtleſs ye 
iy keep the Unity of the Spirit in _ 
7 bonus . 
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bond of Peace, Eph. 4. 3. you may fol- 
low Peace with them that call on the Lord 
out of a pure Heart, 2 "{ims 2. 22, tho 
diſlenting from you in a few ſmall 
Mutters. | 

Thus ſhall we procure the love of 


- our -Heavenly Father ; for if Earthly 


Parents take Comfort to fee their 
Children kind, peaceful, and helpful 
to on18 another, it cannot be, but he 
that hath all perfeCtions that are in 
us in the higheſt degree, ſhall like- 
wiſe both approve in this Wotld, and 
reward in that to come, our love to, 
and Peace with one another, and fay, 
Euge ferve bone 8c. Pcſſid. in vita Alt- 
FuUit, C17, and upon their Deatir-Bed 
jay with Ambroſe, 0% fic vixi ut me 
pudeat inter Vos Viverez ſed nom mori 
timeo, quia bonum dominum ' habemz#s : 
that I have: not fo'lived, as to te. 
aſhamed -to live any longer among 
you ; but neither am I afraid to Cie, 
becauſe we have a good Lord; and 
thar of St. Paul, I have fought a good 
fraht, T have finibes my Courſe, I bave 
kept the Faith 3 henceforth zs laid” if for 
me a Crown of Rightecuſneſs, which the 
Lord, 1he Righteous Fudge ſhall give me 
at that day; and nit to me wniy, but to 
- = Hem ©: 
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them aljo that love his appearing, 2 Tim. 


4n 7, © 


2, If the Piace of God rule in the 


Hearts of our Hearers, they will ac- 


count the Elders that rule well, worthy: 


of: double honuur , eſpecially they that In- 
bour. in. the Word. and Dottrin,: as the 
Apoftie ſpeaks, x Tim. 5. 17. They 


will remember them chat hath the rule . 


over them; who have. ſpoken .unto 
them the word of God, who'e Faith 


they follow, conſidering the end of / 


their Converſation ; and. a little after, 
Obey them that have the rule over you, 
aud ſubmit, your ſelves. for they watch 


for your Souls, as they that muſt give ac-- 


count; that they may doit with joy, and 
not with grief 3 for that -i5 unprofitable for - 
vu, laith the fame Apoſtle, Hebs. 


136: ,7.-I7e | 

1, Iet chem hold ſuch Dear, for 
| their Maſter's ſake; Now then (faith 
the Apoſtle ) we are- ambaſſadours for 
Jos 
s,. Wwe pray you 1 Chrif#'s ffead, be Je 
reconciled to God,: 2 Cor. 5. 20. rhom 


wepreach, warning to. evcry Man, and 
frachiug every Man .in.all wiſdom. that \ 


we prefent every Man perfett in Chriff 


Fs 
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2. And for their Works ſake : 4nd 
9e beſeech you Brethren 'to know them 
which labour amons you : And to efteems 
them very bighly for their works ſake, 
end be at peace among your ſelves, faith 
the Aper/tlz to the Theſſalonians, 1 Thel. 
ſ- 12, 13. Upon which account, the 
Ap:file lays to the Galatians, They re- 
cerved him as an Angel of God, even 
as Chrift Feſus, and he bears them Re- 
cord, that if it had been poſſible, they 
would have pluckt ont their Byes, and 
bave given them to him, Gal. 4. 14, 15. 

2. And for their own fake, Theſe 
Men gre the Servants of the moſt *bigh 
God, which fhew wnto is the way of Sal- 
vation, faith the Pithoneſs, by divine 
Infpiration, A&. 16, 17. They muſt 
not hate them, and perfecute them for 
ſpeaking the truth of God unto them : 
Hm I therefore become yeur Emmy (laith 
the Apojtl:) becanſe 7 tell rou the truth © 
Gal. 4. 16, As Abab fo his ſhame pro- ' 
feſſerh, concerning 1caiah ; by whor:; 
we enquire of the Lord; but 1 hate vim, 
for be doth not Propheſie good concernins 
me, but evil; 1 Kitt. 22, 8. he re- 
ceived the jult reward of bis hatred by | | 
a ſhor at RamoaiGizend, the Fews hated | 
Feremiah the Propher, but to thei; : 
| | T26Þ 17 || 
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Deſtru&ion,. er. 8. 4. And thus they 
Cealt with our Lord, that ſpake as 
never Man ſpake unto them, .and did 
what never Man did among them, 
bath bim and- his Followers to their 
diſperſion, as at this day-; for the 
zurath # come upon them to the utter- 
20ſt, 1 Thell. 2. 16. 

He that ſeeketh my Life ſceketh thy 
Life ( faith David ro Abiathar, that fled 
from Saul's Mailecre of the Prieſts of 


the Lord, and cheir Town of Neb ) 
but with me thu ſhalt be in ſafety, 1 Sam. , 


 ?. 2 Jo . 


Good Obadiah bid an Hundred Pro- . 


pets of the Lord, by fifty 72a Cave, and 
jed them with Bread aud Water, x Kin; 


18.13 from. . Fezbel's Cruelty, as . 


Rabab theCauponels (as the Caldee Pa- 
ravhraſe ſiyles her ) hid the Spies from 
the King ft Terico's Yage..... 

When tis Miniſter ſhall fay at che 
ercat day tothe Judge of the Quick 
and Dead, Love, I and the Children that 
God hath gave me, Heb..2. 11. And 
the words which thou gaveſt me, 1 have 
given rmto them, and they bave received 
hem: Thoſe that thou gaveff. me I have 
"ept,..and ncne of them is leſt, faith our 
- v2yiour, Job. 17. $, 12, The Aprie 


tells... 


cg 
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tolls the Theſſalonians, For what is our 
Hope, or Foy, or Crown of Rejoycing 3 
Are not even ye, in the Preſence of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt at his coming, x Thel. . 
2,:1y9, 20... 


3-. To Husband and Wife. 


F the: Peace of Got rule in the Heart 
*bf Husband and Wife, which is the 
firft. and. . deareit, Relation in the 
World, .and the root of all others, un- 
to. which they are called in ons Body, 
that they ſhould no more. be two,. 
but one Fleſh, Gen. 2. 24. Then the Hus- 
band will not deal treachercuſly againſt the 
Wife of his youth, Mal. 2. 15. that is 
hs. Companion, and Wife of his Co- 
venant, that is Bone of his Bones, and 
Fleſh of bis Fleſh ( as the firit Man 
ſpeaks ) but nouriſy and cheriſh it, as the 
L'rd the Church, kph.5. 29. as the Apo- 
file ſpeaks of the fecond Man, that 
is the Lord from Heaven. 
Comfort her-as Elkanah tid Hannah, 
in her AﬀiGjan : Flannah, why weepeſt 
thoa ?. and why eate(; thou nat? Am not 
| T batter to thee toan ten $045, 1 Same 
I» 8, Not give an occaſion of 
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Speech againſt her, to bring up an evil 
Name upon ber that ſhe deſcrves no | i 
Deut. 22. 14: He will rejoyce with thy 
Wife of his youth; fhe ſhall be to bir a 
a loving Hina, and as a preaſant Roe; 
her Breaſ's will [atisfie hins at all times, 
he will be ahvays raviſh:d with her lows, 
Prov.5:18,19. and never be bitter againf 
her, Col. 3. 159. but dwell with her ac- 
cording to knowledge, giving Honour to 
the Wife as the weaker Veſſel, and as 
being Heirs together of the Grace of Life, 
that their Prayers be not hindred, 1 Pet. 
3.7. He will obſerve ( with TFoſeph) 
the Embrace of a range Woman, whoſe" 
Fouth is ſmoother thdn Ol, but the end 
more bitter than Wormwood, ſharper than 
a two-edzed Sword ;' ber Feet go down to 
Death, her ſteps take hold on Hell, Prov. 
F* 29 49 5. Her Houſe (faith he) a the 
way to Hell, going down to the Cham» 
bers of Death, Pro. 55. 27, who ſo pleaſe 
eth God ſhall eſcape from ber, but the Sin 
ner ſnall be tak:n by her, F.cCl:J. 7. 26, 
Live joyfully with the Wife, (iaith he 
again, or enjoy Life) whom thou 
loveft all tbe days of thy . Life of thy 
Vanity, which be hath given thee under 
ihe Sun, for that is thy Portion in this 
Tife, and in thy Tovys, wiicn 1001 
| | tel? 


. 
takeft under the Sun, ſaith S9omen, that 
injoyneth Cohabitation, -Ecclel. 9. 9. 

2. If the Peace of Ged rile in the 
Heart of the Wile, that was taken out 
of the Side of her Husbana. Gen. 2. 21. 
then ſhe will. be as. careful to preſerve - 
his. Lite, as Adichal was3 ' thit when 
her Father Saul {ent to kill him, Zs 

ichal Jet David down thro 3 Window, 
and he went, and fled, and eſcaped, Samy, 
I9, 11, 1, .and ſhe laid a Teraphim 
in his Bec, . She will never for{ake the 
guide of her y-uth; nor forget the Cowe- 
nant of hey God, Prov, 2. 17. that ſhe 
folemnly ertizd-into in the day of 
his Eſpoulſals,. in the day of the Glad- 
neſs -of his Heart: She will prove 
another Lncretia,. To famous among. 
the Romans for \ ertue, and Hatred of 
Baſeneſs; that when ſhe ſuffered Vio- 
lence, that ſhe could not-retfitt, frabbd 
her felf to the Heart, which indigni- 
ty occaſioned a great chang? in their 
Government : or rather ie the vertu- 
ous Woman, whoſe Price x far above Ra - 
bits, the Heart of ber Husbawd d:th ſafely 
truſt in her, Prov. 3i. 19, 11. becauſe 
ſhe hath ſet bim as a Seal upin her Heart, 
25.4 Seal upon ber Arm; her love to hin 
being as ftrong as Death, I 
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which ſhe will more readily chooſe to 
undergo, than go afide to Uncleannefſs 
with any inſtead of her Husband : 
upoh whom the Spirit - of Jealouſic 
{ſhall never come; which.is cruel as the 

- Grave, the Coals thereof are Coals of 
Fire, which. hath a moſt vehement 
flame, the .Tryal and: Puniſhment 
whereof, whether juſt, or unjuſt, is 
moſt ſevere, as of any Sin whatſoever, 
Numb. 5.21, 22. Fealouſie (laith Sol 
mon) is the rage of a Man, therefore he 


will not ſpare in the day of Vengeance; 


he will not regard any Ranſom, neither 
avill be reſt content ; though thou giveſt 
many gifts, the Husband will accept of 
770 Ranſom to ſave the Adulterer, Prov. 
6..34, 35+» Her Huiband is knywn in 
rhe Gates, (not by baſe Scofts, and 
Nick-names) when ke ſitteth among the 
Elders of the Land, Prov. 31. 23. but 


by his Wives Godlineſs and Vertue, . 
the will do him Good, and not Evil; . 


all the days of his Life: As Soz2men re- 
ports, /. 7. 6. That Theodoſ;ns th. Great, 


was preſerved from the Contagious Pe- 


Ttilence of Ariani/m, that had over- 
run all the Eaſt, by P/acilla, the Em- 


preſs, who kevt him in /anttitate & 11- 


mere. domini, in Bolineſs and Fear of- | 


ene.:: 
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the Lord: And Theodoret tells us, 7. 5. 
18, That his Wife never gave: over 
calling to his Mind the Laws of God, 
that ſhe was well acquainted with, 
and among other things the ſaid unto 
him; * My Husband, you muſt re-_ 
* member, what you formerly were, 
* and what you now arc; it you perpe- 
* tually think uponthat,you will never 
© be ungrateful to your BenefaCtor,: 
* but-you will juſtly adminiſter the 
* Empire that you have received from 
* him.; and upon that account, ſtill 


1|* worſhip him that bath raiſed. you - 


* to that Dignity. With ſuch graci- 
ous Speeches as theſe ( ſays Theod. ) 
he watered her Hushand's Mind con- 
tinually , beholding her chaffe Converſati- 
tion coupled with Fear, as the Apoſtle. 
ſpeaks, 1 Per. x. 2. | 

Socrates reparts,1.9.26. that Valentini«. 
anMajor,made a wickedLaw to his per-- 


| peutalinfamy,Thata Man ſhould have 
twwoWives,contrary to theLaw of God,. 


truePiety ,&Chriſtian honeſty; where- 
upon Salviaz was not afraid to fay, 
Thar the Boars that abhorred that Law 


. {| lived better thantheNobles that kept it; 


though Baronizes in his Annals denies. 


- | this of him, upon {mall Ground, yet.. 


-M-: 


( 138 ) 
it was too true; Bloody Lemcch was 
the firſt Bigamiſ?, Gen. 4. 199 23» 

But to the Man that teareth God, 
in: whote Heart is his Law that 
mayte one for one, yet had he the 
reſtdne of the Spirit, ad wherefore one? 
Mal. 2. 4. That he might {eek a Seed 
of God, he faith. Thy Wife ſhall be q 
fraitful Vine by the fides of thy Houſe; 
thy Children like Olive Plants round 
about thy Table. Behold, that thus fhall 
the Man be bleſſed that feareth the Lord, 


Yea, thou ſhalt ſee thy Childrens Children, | 


O(n DP 4 


and Peace upon Lirael, Plal, 12.8, 3; 4,66 | 


4. Parents and Children, 


1. WF the Peace of God rule in the 
Heart of the Parents, (which 15s 

the ſecond Retation in the World } 
into which they are called by Na- 
ture in one Body, Parental and Oeco- 
nomical ; thei their defire will, be, 
That he Tvould circunitiſ: their Afdrarts, 
and the Heart of their Seed, Deut. 30. 
6.. that he that made them Creatures, 
may alſo make them new Creatures, 
according to that Speech of St. Paul, 
My little Children, of whom I trawl - 
Birth 
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Birth again until Chrift be formed ty you, 
Gal. 4. 19. They will Conſecrate them to 
the Lord in their Cenception, and ſolemn- 
ly in their Birth and Kaptiſm: They wit 
be careful, that as new born Babes, they 
may deſire the ſincere Milk of the word, 
that they mag grow thereby And that all 
their Children may he taught of God, the 
ways sf Cod, that great may bethe Peace 
of their Children, 1a. 54.13. accord= 


| 


ing to the Evangelical Promile in 1/azah, 
| Then ſhall they not be aſhamed when they 
| ſpeak with the Enemy in the Gate, asthe 
| P/almiff ſpeaks, Pal. 127. 5. 
| Parents ougtit to bring up their 
| Children for God, that thew Chil- 
; dren may be the Children of God, 
| that God may. be a Father unto them ; 
| and they fhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
 faich the Lord God Almighty, 2 Cor. 
| Ge 13, They ought mot to provoke their 
| Children to wrath, l:/t they be diſcouraged, 
(faith the 4pofle) but bring them up 
in the Nurture and Adinonition of the 
| Lord, as God teſtifies of Abrahaon : 
For I know him, that he will command 
his Children, and bis Houſhold after him, 
that they ſhall Reep the way of the Lord, 
| to do Tuſtice and Judgment, that the 
| Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 
Lu ME he 


| 
1 
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he bath ſpoken of him, Gen. 18. 19, 


I_ 


They ought to ſay with Foſhuah, 4; 
for me, I and my Houſe will ſerve the 


' Lord, Joſh. 24. 15. and with Holy | 


Fob, Offer Burnt-Offerings to God , accor- 
ding to the number of them, Job x. c, 
making mention of them in our Pray- 


ers, as occaſion is offered, ſtill going | 


before them in good -examples, as 
in holy Initrudtion, they being more 
apt to do as we do, than as we ſay, 


and do not. Not ſtroking their Heads | 
as E/; did to H-phni and Phrmeas, that | 


were Sons of Bchial 5 they Rnew not the 
Lord; upon whom God did threaten to bring 
a dreadful Tudgman, 1 vam. 2.12, at 
which, both the Ears of every. one 
that heareth it ſhall tingle. $ecouſe by 
Sons made themſelves vilegand be refrained. 
them nity 1 Same. Ze Il, 13. 


Theoduret relates a famous Hiſtory 
of a noble Man- of Beros, /. 2. 18. 
who was the chief Man in that Re- 
publick, whoſe eldeſt Son had pollu- 
ted himſelf with Paganiſh Impiety, and 
forſook the true Gol, and turned 4-. 
poſtate with Julian the Emperor ; this 


Father, for that cauſe, expelled him: 


out of his Houſe, and did Abdicate: 


him. 
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19, [him from his Inheritance, as Adam was 
A: |driven out of Paradiſe, ' for eating the 
the [forbidden Fruit, -as a juſt Puniſhment 
ly [of his Apofacy from God. The Son 
0- | went immediately to Fa/;iav, who at 
F. [that time was not very far from the 
y- | City, and told him how his Father had 
72 [ſerved him tor renouncing the Chri/#i- 
as | an Religion, and embracing his, and 
re |that he had Diſinhericed him : Fulian 
y, | bids the young Man be of good Cheer 
ds | 8nd'Courage, and promilſeth to recon- 
at icile him co his Father > when the Em- 
te | peror Fulan was come into the City, 
7 | he invited che principal Men therein to: 
it |.a folemn Feaſt, and among the relt, che 
ze | Father of this young Man, both whom 
5 | hecommaniled to fit.at his own Table, 
4 | and in the midit of the Feaſt he ſpake 
' thus to the Fatherof the young Apoſtare, 


/ S. 1K; 
©T Efteem it ajtogether Unjuſt, that 
- *any Man ſhould offer Violence to 
- | © che Conſcience of him that hath turn- 
| '*ed aſide to another Religion, and 
. | © would force him againſt his Will to a 
| * contrary Opinion; compell not your 
| *Son therefore to adhere to your 
| * Religion, though I could eafily con- 
ſtrain 
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* ſkrait1 you to embrace it : But the 
* Father ſharpning his Mind, by Faith 
*in God, thus faid , O Emperor, Dy 
© you ſpeak of this Knave, of this wiched 
* Villain , who # hateful to God, and hath 
© preferred Falſhood to the Truth of God ? 
* Then alan putting on the Perſon of 
© Manſuetude (for fuch he would ſeem 
tobe ) Come, (faith he) give over to 
© revilez and turning himſelf to the 
* young Man, he ſaid, I will take 
& care of you, ſeeing I cannot ob- 
* tain this of your Father. But The 
Tyrant was falfe, ( as all Apoſtates 


are ) for not long/after he fell in 
Perfia, with all che Threatnings that he | 
had not 'obſcurely thundred out | 


againſt the good Father of this vile 
young Man, that had forſaken the 
living Grd, That he might ſay to a 
Stock, thou art my Father, and to a Stone, 
thou hoſt brought me forth, as the Pro- 
phet Feremiah ſpeaks, Jer. 2. 7. Sothat 
great Man ſhines as a ſingular Exam- 
ple of Zeal in the Church of God, 
which all Parents ought to look upon, 
who delire to preſerve ths true Reli- 
g10N in their Family, that they may 
give a Comfortable Account of ajl thole 
committed to their Truſt at the great 
Pay. | 2. If 
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2; If the Peace of God rule in the 
Heart of the Children, into which 
they are called in one Parental and 
Domeſtick Body ; then they wilt, be 
always ready, and careful, to honour 
their Father and Mother, according to 
the tenor of the Fitch Commandment, 
which the 4p ft: calis, he firſt Com- 
mandmcnt with promiſe, Epi. 6.2 wich 
ſome ex;ound of the fecond Table. 
Others take it, that thar hath a ſpe- 
cial promite: Ir is abiclucely the firſt 
hath a ©1omiſe; *for thai, concerning 


[God's ſhewing Mercy to Thouſands of 


them rhat fear bim, and keep his Com- 
mandments, is not a promile, tut a part 
of the Leic:irion of God's Nature 
'and Inclination, as Exod. 3 4.6, 7. 

| They will ſhewlove to tneir Parents, 
| and lowe to one another, by which all Men 
\may know that they are Chriſt's Diſciples. 
'as our Lord ſpeaks, Fob. 13. 35. the 
' Fpoftle tells us, we had Fathers of our 
Fleſh, which correfted us, and we gave 
them Reverence, Hleb. 12.9. that 1s, their 
(dye, with Obedience and Thanktul- 
neſs, in nourifhing, and maintaining 
them,s Joſeph d:d bis Father, and all bzs 
Fanuly in Egypt ſeventeen Years, Gen. 
47. 12: David was careiul of his aged 
- 4 Parents, 
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Parents, when he knew not how to ſe- 
cure himſelf from the - Violence of 
Saw, x Sam. 22, 3 Children muſt 
beg their Parents Blefling at all times, 
as Facob and Eſau, Foſeph's and Facob's 
Children, Ger. 27. 4. eſpecially at | 
their departing this Lite. 

Children muſt not be Stubborn and 
Rebellious,or Incorrigible, in taking ill 
Courſes; there is a very ſevere puniſh- 
ment appointed for this horrible Sin: 
And they ſhall ſay unto the Elders of tha | 
City, this our Son is Stubborn and Rebel. 

ous, be will not obey our Voice, he is 
a Glutton and a Drunkard, and all the | 
Men of the City fhall ſtone bim with ſtones, 
that he dy: ; jo ſhalt thou put evil away 
from among you, and all l(rael ſhall hear 
end fear. Deut. 21.20, 21, They muſt. 
not do as the Prodigal Son, that waſlt- 
ed his Subſtance with riotuus Living, 
Luk. 15.13, and brought himſelf co 
want all things. They muſt not hate one 
#nother .in their Heart, Lev. 19. 17. as 
wicked Cain did his Righteous Brother 
Abez, that never did him wrong, Ger. 
27. 41. as Eſau did his-Brother Facos, 
that reſolved to kill him after his Fa- 
ther's Death, Ger. 37. 4. or as the Pa- 
zriarchs did TFoleph, who moved with 
Envy 


— 
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Envy ſold him into Egypt, ( faith St. 
Stephen) AG. 7. 9. They improve their 
Union in the Fleſh, to their Commu- 
nion in Grace and Glory, as Chi 
dren of their Heavenly. Father, as 
the Seed that the Lord hath blefs'd. 


s. Muſters and Servants. 


T* the Peace of God rule in the Hearts 
of Maſter and Servant: into which 


they are called in Body Domeſtick 


and deſporicalto live under one Roof, 
and eat of the ſame Family Proviſion, 


| then both Maſter and Miſtreſs, Man- 


Servant and Maid-Servant, will carry 
themſelves towards one another in 
this Relation, as the Servants of Jeſus 


| Chriſt - For (faith the Apoſtle) He that 


x called in the Lord, being a Servant, 
# the Lord's free-man ; likewiſe, alſo he 
that is cated, being free, is the Lord's 


Servant, 1 Cor. 7. 22. Then Maſters 


will give unto their Servants that which 
# juſt and equal, as the Apoſple exhorts, 
Col. 4. 1. paying their wages when it 3s . 
due, The ' $45: the Wages of the Hire- 

ling is a crying Sin, Jam. 5. 4+ 


H The 


( 146 ) 
The wages of him that # hired ſhall not | 
abide with thee all Night, until the Morn- | 
ing, faith Moſes, Lev. 19. 13. At bis 
day thou ſhalt give him his hire: neither 
ſhall the Sun go down upon it ; for he 
poor, and ſetteth his Heart upon it, (lilteth 
his Soul unto it) /e## he cry againſt thee | 
unto the Loyd, and it be Sin unto thee, 
Deut. 24. 15. | 

Not turning them out of Doors, 
when they areſick, without any further 
regard of them, hich is a hiding our 
Eyes from our own Tleſh,lſa. 58. 7. The 
Genturien did not fo, that came to our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the great Phyſitian, 
for cure fgr bis ſick Servant that lay at 
' home, Matth. 8. 6. Maſters muſt not 
be extream in the Government and 
Uſage of their Servants, knowing that 
ye alſo have a Maſten in Heaven, Col. 
4. 1. faith the Apoſtle, The Egyptian: 
were ill Maſters.that made the Itraelites 
ferve with Rigor and Blows, when thy 
were Pharoah *'s. Bond-men, Exod.1, 13, | 
14. in fo much, that when Mo/es and 
Aaron were ſent unto them, to comfort 
and ſupport them, and to preach the 
Goſpel, the glad Tydings of their 
Deliverance from their ſad Condition ; 
but they hearkned yot wnto Moſes for 

Anpuiſh 
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of Spfrit (for ſtraineſs or ſhortnels of 
Breath) and for cruel! Bondage, ExoG. 

' G6. 9. 

Even Mother Sarah is recorded to 
have dealt hardly with her Hand- 
maid -Hagar, when ihe had faid inher 
Husband's Boſom, /s as to make her 


flee from 'her Face, Gen. 16. 6. that 


was ready to flee in her Face, with 
Threats and Frowardneſs; Correcti- 
on given in Anger bath ufually more 
of Rigour; than of Right. 

Nabal's Servants complain to their 
Miſtreſs Abigail of their Maſter's Un- 
towardneſs and Crofsneſs towards 
them, \and of his Incivility towards 
David's Servants, that had been very 
Civil and peaceful towards hin . Thas 
their Maſter was ſuch a Sim of Belial, 
that a Man cannot ſpeak to him, I Sam. 
25. 17. And ye Maſters (faith St. Paul) 
do the ſame thing unto them (that ye 

- would hawe done to you if ye were in their 
| ftead ) forbeariug Threatnings, knowing 
that your Maſter alſo w in Heaven, nei- 
ther is there reſpebt of perſons with him. 
Maſters are required to deal bountiful- 
ly with ſuchas ſerve them well and 
| long. And when thou ſendeſt him ont free 
from thee, thou Re not let him go away 


2 empiy, 
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empty to—of that, wherewith the Lord 
:by God hath bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt give 
unto him, Deut. 15. 12, 14s 

2. If the Peace of God rule in the 
Hearts of Servants, into which they 
are called into one Family, or pri- 
vate Corporation ; Then they will be 
ſubje& to their ow Maſtrs without fear, 
not only to the good and gentle, but alſo 
to the froward, as St. Peter exhorts, 
x Pet. 2. 18. And St, Paul alſo, Ser- 
wants, obey in all things your Maſters ac- 
cording to the Fleſh; not with epe-ſervice, 
as Men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of Heart 
fearing God : And whatſcever ye do, do 
it hcartily, as to the Lord, and nv unto 
Men; knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall 
receive the Inheritance ; for ye ſerve the 
T.ord Feſus Chriſt, Col. 1. 22, 22, 24. 
To the ſame effe&t doth the 4poſtic 
direct his Speech to Servants, in the 
ſixth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, almoit the fame, werba- 
fem, U. 6,9. Þ. 

They muſt not obey unlawful Com- 
mands from whatſoever Maſter : Saul 
gave a bloody Command to his Life- 
Guar1 rhaf ſtood about him : Turn, 
and ſlay the Prieſts of the Lord; but the 
Servants of the King would not put forth 
their 
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their Bland to fall upin the Pricſts of the 


Lord, 1 Sam. 22. 19. Bat a5 our Pro- 
verb ſays, If ene will not, Ano har 

will.) Doeg, the Edowmit2, Gid readily 
obsy the word of Command, and 
miady no Bones of it, to butclier Four. 


{ooreand five perſons that did wear aLinnes 


Epbed ; ani this Obedience tended wo 
the eternal DeitruGtion Of the wicked 
Commander, and. curied Obeyer, 
and for ſhedding { {o much innocent 
Blood in the Mailacre of their City 
Nob. They murdered themielves i 
the overthrow at Mount Czlboa, t Sami. 
3l. 4,5 
Servants muſt not run away at eve- 

ry word, ” Hagar, Who tells the 
eruth to the Ange i that called to her 
in her tight, {iayed her courle, and 
ſent her back again. Hagar, Sarah's 
Maid, whence comeſt thou, and 2bet her 

geeſt theu ? And the ſaid, 7 flee from the 
yt of ny Miſtre!s Sarah : , and the An- 
gel of the Lord fais unto her, Return un- 
7 thy 01 w_ , and ſubmit thy [df unto 
ber ; an ine Cid fo, and tarried with 
her oil the was Erought to Bed of her 
Son lſhmaeland many years afterward ; 
fir bur Son was thirteen Years old when he 
was Circumciſed and aac but tz 2: D: "L 


| Gen. I7. 24+ H 3 Ser 


| 
; 
| 


if 
| 


| 
| 
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. Servants muſt not anſwer again with 
iying, and ſwearing, as too many do. 
Gehez4 
Mend with Lyes to his Maſter E:ſpa, 
to enrich himſelf by the ' Bounty of 
Naaman, the Syrian 5 but it brought 
a plague of Leproſie upon him and his 
Seed for ever: and he went out of hs 
HMaFfers preſence a Leper, as white-as 
Snow, 2 Rin. 5. 27. but came in no 
more to ſerve him. They muſt not de- 
fpiſe their. Maſters, but count their oÞn 


HMafters worthy of all Honour, that the 
Name of God and his Dodrin be not* 
blaſphemed, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to Ti- 


mothy, «© Tim. 6. 1, 2. They muſt 


-Not ſpeak evil of them, as wicked 


Ziba did of bis Maſter Mephiboſheth, 


whom he had fa alſly accuted of High. 


To to the Ring : For he ſaid, 


day ſhall the Hou! e of Iſrael reſtore me - - * 


fo whe Kingdom of my Tather, 2 Sam. 
16. 3 Upon which falle Accufati- 
on, the King doth raſhly beſtow all his 
Eſtate upon his Treacherous accuſer ; 
bue.the Holy Gholt teitified his Loyal- 
ty to the King, who 'rode out ta 
meet the King at his ceturn; and 
having made the whole time of the 
the Kings, abſence, as it were. a day 
Of 


ſheltered his baſe Covetous 


| 


th 


jy Lord the King : 


{ for the forie;: 
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Jof Humiliation, and had neither waſh- 
led his Feet, nor trimmed his Beard, nov 
[waſned bis Cloaths, from the day the 
[King departed, until the day he came in 


Peace, 2 Sam. Ig. 24. and cleared him- 
klf ro the King, in ſhewing the bate- 


Incs of his Servants; My Lord, O 


JK:nz7, my Servant deceived me, 2 Sam. 


19. 25. ( elſe I had gone along with 


Jrour Majefty for all my Lameneſs) and 


be alſo hath ſlaudered thy Servant unto 
—- And the King 
mends the matter well, I have [aid, thou 
and Ziba divide the Land : And Me- 
phiboſh2th ſaid unto the King, yea, let 
him take all, foraſmuch as my Lord the 
King is cm? again in peace into his own 
Houle, A mot noble Exprefiton of 
a oval Subj=&, concerning one that 


Thad betraved his Matter, and-look'd 


we of his Eſtate, that 
? 
i 


rure 
tad jaftly deterved a ſnameful Death, 
Servancs milt not diicover Family 


- 
' 
t 


{ Secrets, unle's in fach a' caſe, as 7o- 
| 2::b2% diicovered to his Friend David, 


his Fathers Indignation, and bloody 


| o:lign again{t him. Nor purloin their 


& 
A1zn Aid :b it- as accuſedt*- unto bimg 


thar he had waſted his Goods, Luk. 16. 
| H: 4 


Goods, as the Steward of a certain rich 


frogar- 


+2. 
from the firſt verſe to the ninth. His 
Maiter commends his Policy, but not - 
his Honeſty, that cheated his Maſter 
tor his future Accommodation : But, 
and if that Servant ſay in his Heart my - 
Maſter delays his coming, and {ſhall begin 
z0 beat the Men-Servants, and Maidens, 
and to eat and drink, and to be drunken, + 
the Lord of that Servant will comeina 
day that he looketh not for him, and 


at an hour when he is not aware, and _ 


cut him in ſunder, and will appoint him 
his portion, with Hypocrites and Unbe-. 
levers, Luk. 12.4F, 56. faith our Lord, 

How faithful was Moſes in all God's 
Houſe. as @ Servant ! Heb. 3. 5. and 
Danizl i» Darius's Houſe ; Dan. 6. 3: 
Joſeph in Pharoah's Houſe, Mordecay 
in Ahbaſhuerms's Houle, that diſcovered 
the bloody Plot of Treaſon agairſk his 
Life, ft, 2,21, 22. How famous is 
the Hiitory of Eſrezer, Abraham's SEr- 
vant, that was fent Ambaſſador to 
Meſopotamia, to the City of Naher, to .. 
take a Wite for T/azc ? How ſcrupulous: * 
is he, to undertzke fo great, and fo 
honourable an Embaſey 2 How zea- 
lous in Prayerto (Cod tor his Dire&i- 
on and Bleiling 2 How thankful for 
. the return of his Prayer, . according 

Se . +00: 
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| tohis Faith, and earneſt Deſire? How * 


Courteous to the Lady that was given - 


into his Prayer of Faith ? How care- 
fal not t@ eat nor drink till he had 


diſcharged his traſt, and told his Er- 
rand? Laft of all, How reſolute to 
return immediately after he had 
obtained what he ' went for, His 
Commiltton bzing- out, - he will 


4. not ſtay one day Jonger, but make. 


haſte home to his Maſter that ſent 
him-for'a Bleiſling-to his Son T/azc 
all this 1s very remarkable and imi- 


table by all Servants that fear Gcd, 


and honour. their Maſters, Gen. 24. 


_ throughout.: 


Gracious and' Godly Servants have - 


been, and may be Inſtruments of 


much: good in their Maſters. Houſe, 
as that little Girl, that was taken Pri- 


loner out of the Land of 1/rael, by 


the S7rians, was the occaſion of her 
healing of /her foul Leprous Maiter 
Naaman; the Syrian, and of his Cons - 
verſion alſo from Idolatry, to ferve 
the Lord God of 7/7ael.. And confe- 


| quently of his Salvation; all ſhe faid 
| unto her Miſtreſs | fas this: Would 


God 'my-. Lord were with the Prophet 
that is in Samaria » for he would recover 
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of bis Leproſie: He went to him, 
a:.d was: healed, and converted, and made + 
a ſolemn Proteſtation, that he would 
cleave to the God of Iirael, as is re- 
corded by the Holy Ghott, 2 &,. 

3 4g. Fo: © : 

s TIEN tells us, (7 2.6.) a like 
Hiſtory of the Converſion of the 

agen of Iberia, by a Captive: Qhri- . 
itian Maid in the days oi. Conſtantin? 
the Great,. and of the Converſion of . 
the King and Kingdom -trom Paga-. 
niſm, by the ſame Maid aiterward. . - 
"The Hiſtory is weil wor:h Tranſla-- 
tigo, which 15 has : 

6 The Queen. being taken with 
an incarable Diſeaſe, and micacu- 
louſly reſtored to perfe& Health at. 
the Invocation of che nan?2 of Chriſt, 
by this Chriſtian Woman, devoted - 
her felf for ever to Chriſt, her De- 
liverer: The King admiring at the - 
Qieen's fo ſuddain Recovery; com- - 
-mands to reward this Captive Dam-. 
ſel with rich Gifts. . The Queen told 
him,.( I relate. the. words of Sezo- 
men ). that though theſe things be of - 
great value,..ſhe regards.them not; _ 
{ſhzic2res not for fuch things; the only . 

| © thing - 
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thing ſhe values is the Workhip of * - 


her God : 


_ gratifie her afterwards, and live 


peaceably and happily. 

Let us allo worthip that power- 
at God and Saviour, for he it is, 
it he vieale ) that-can make Kings 
nJo; tnat degree; of Honour,. in | 
tney arc, and can eaſily calt 
i oreat Men from :their Dig- 
nitivs, and of bale, make illuſtrious 
and deliver trem chat are in diſtreſs ; 
winch Diſcouriz the. Queen uſing 
oiten t2 the. King, he was diſtratt- 
ed wich doubctul Cogitations, nor 
coald be - altogether perſwaded ; 
becauic this thing, for the novei- 
ty of it was ftipedted, and he did 
reverence ths Religion of his An- 
c2{tors. Not long after this he went a 
Huntinz- in a Wood with his Ser- 
vants; on a ſudden there fell ſuch a 
Cloud of thick Darkneſs upon the. 
Wood, ' that deprived him- of the 
fight of Heaven, and of the Sun, 
as if it had been Night; here eve. 
ry one began to fear, and were all 


* diſperſed, the King w:ndring alone 
i ( as it happens 0” Men, "—_ 
© Minds. are perplexed with. CFC 


whoſe 


| #6 
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had hapne 
'for the Captive -Damſel, he deſired 
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- Matters ) began to chink of Chriſt, 


and in his Heart-to eſteem him: 
God, and vowed he would- hereat- _ 
ter worſhip him as God, if he eſcape 
out of this danger, in. which' now- 


he was, While he was thinking on. 


theſe things. with. himſelf, the dark- 
nels inddenly fled away, end the 
Air returned to its Serenity, 'and 


the Rays of .the Sun being ſcatter- .} 
.ed through: the Wood, he returned: - 
in ſafety : And having Communi- |. 
the Queen that which. | 


cated with, 
Y to him, and calling- 
to be inſtructed by her, how Chriſt 
ought to be. worſhipped; and aſ- . 
ſembling his S:bjedts : together, he 
declares .to them openly, the Di- 
vine Benehics that befel him and his . 
Wife; and although he was ſcarce 
1nitiated into. the . Chriſtian Religi-. 
'on, . yet he: commands all his Subs 
jects to embrace the Chriſtian Do- 
rin, and -perſwades them all to 
worſhip Chriſt: . He prevails with. 
the Men, and-the Queen. and the 
Captive. Chriſtian Maid-. with. the - 
'Women: [Thus in a narvellous man-- 
ner,.. by. God's - Bleflipg,: ang. the - 


4 Queen's ; 


_ 
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6 Queen's Exhortation, the King and 
the Nation of the- IThberians was 
| © brought over from- Paganiſm, to 
©the Faith of Chriſt, Thus far are 

| the words of Sozomen, where we. may 
alſo read of a- great Miracle, that * 
| hapned at the building of a Church, 
} at the Prayers of this Captive, by 
|. which the Faith of - the Therians was 

- much more confirmed, than-by' the 
/þ foregoing Miracles. 


Laſtly, If the Peace of God rule in 
cur Hearts, into which we are called in 
one .Body by Chriſt, whom Ged hath gi- 
ven to be head over all things to the 
* . | Church, which is bis Body, the fuineſs 
| of him that filleth all in all, ( as the 
] Apoſtle ipeaks) Eph. 1, 22,23. Then 
;. | we muſt abhor all Idolatry and Su- 
> | perſtition, and every falſe way. But 
'. | the wicked (faith the Prophet) arelike 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot ref, 
-. .| whoſe Wares caſt up Mire and Dirt, 

'There x n0.Peace, ſaith my God to the 
wicked, 1a. 57.20, 2 1. becauſe they have 
n0Grace: He that deſires the Peace of 
_ God to rule in our Hearts in this Text, 
| hath wiſhed Grace-.and Peace to ms from 
God our Father, and from our Lord Feſwus 
| 4 ; Chriff 
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Chriſt, in the ſecont! Verſe of the firſt” 
Chapter : Theſe two God hath jeyned' | 


together, its Grace,;that uſhers in Peace 
into our Hearts, even the Grace of 
Love, the Grout:d and Continuance 
of Peace : The Peace of God is incon- 
:Qolatry, becauſe it is 
inconfiſtent with Grace even the Grace of 
God that bringeth Salvation, Tit.2.11, 


whereas Idolatry brings nothing but 


Fratheniſh Superitition and Damnrati- 
ON. TI ſent unto you all my Servants 
the Prophets, riſing early, and ſending 
them, fayinr, O do not this abomir:abk 
thing that I hate, Jer. 44, 4. Saith 
the Lord by the Mouth ct his Ser- 
vars Feremiah, What Peace (iaith Teh 
to Joram) ſo long as the Whoredoms of 


thy Mother Jezebel, and ber TVitcherafts - 


are {o many? 2 Kin. 9,22, 


Theedoret fets before us a noble Exams 


ple of Valentinian's Abhorrency of Ido- 


latry, /. 3.15. before his Advance-. 


ment t the Imperial Dignity ; tor 
( faith he) when that mad. Tyrant, 
Fulian, the Aprſtate, was to enter into 


the "Temple of Fortune, and the [do- 


latrous Prieſts ftood on each fide of 
the Door, that they might - expiate 
vith Holy Water, . qua: t#ftrats, - as 


TI 
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[they th ought, a}l enoie that entred in. 
Walentcaiar going before him, fecing 


a (1:0 LEE T2 chat Warer fall UjON his 
Clozk, whe his Fiit he ſtruck down 
the Pf, adding this memorable Say- 
Ing, whe ereby he eiteemed the Chri- 
tian Religion, defiled by that Hea- 
theniſþ Ceremony,laying, He was Poll. 

ted and Defiled, not expiated er cleanſed ; 
whicn thing that e) X2CrAbIo Tyrant 
beholding, he baniihed him inco the 

Deſert ; but after « 098 year, and a few 
Days, for a reward of his Conſe Hon, 
ho reczived is Niven Empire,. Faith 


| Theodoroet 


"But how difierent was his Son /2- 
rentinian DMinor a his Latter, the 
jame Theodoret teils us, that being bred 
up by his Mother, was feduced by ker 
to embrace the Arian Impiety, and 
pexſecuted the Oxibodox 5 but being 
overthrown by Maxizazs, "the T yrant, 
(that under pretence of Religion un- 
dertook the Defence of the diftreited) 
as it often falls out; He fled into 7. 
© liricum, ſaith Theodoret, being taught 
© by experience, what Profit his My- 
* thers Councel brought him. . Thes- 
k --his the. Falter Emperour, being 
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Fiitcy Years old, thonght FEinfelf 
obliged to do fomewhat for his 
Colleague in the Empire,cut of Piety 
and piry, and to reduce him to the 
true Religion, before he would pro- 
nufe him any Relief in this Cala- 
mity ; therefore he wrote unto him; 
that he would not wonder, that Fear 
and Flight ſnould accompany him- 
being a lawful Emperor, but Cou- + 
rage and Vidory ſhould attend him, 
that was an Ulurping Tyrant ; for 
you did oppole the true Religion, 
and he, though a Tyrant, did de- 
tend it ; hence it is, that you having 
caſt away the true Religion, have 


« Gifarmed (it your felt, and are fled 


itript; and Maxim, being armed - 
with it, bath overthrown naked /a- 
lentinian; for God is a iavourer of 
erue Religion, being the Author of 
it : Theodofirrs was not content to 


- have written thus, when Valentiniar 


that had loſt his own Dominion, 
was entred into -his 5 before all -. 
things he applies neceſſary Phyfick, 

by wholiome words - unto-his Soul, 
and drives out-the diſeaſe-of 'He- 
refie, that- had ſeized 'upon him, 


and brings -him back again to his - 


© Fathei's - 
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* Father's Religion; and having fo 
done, bids him. be of good cheer, 
and marches immediately againſt 
the prevailing Tyrant with his Ar- 
mics, and without ſhedding a drop 
of Blood, reſtores the Empire of the 
of the Ze, to the young Valenti- 

 zian, and him to it, and bilks the 

* Tyrant, 


®a ® Aa -® 


aA 


For Concluſion. 

If the Peace of God rule in our Hearts 
as it ought, God will gnide our Feet inthe 
way of Peace for ever, Luk, T- 79. as 
Zacharias concludes his Benediius; He 
will take the ſtick of Joſeph, hich # 


| in the Hand of Ephraim, and the Tribes 


of Iſrael bis Fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the ftick of JuGah, 
and make them one ſtick, and they ſhall be 
one in mine Hand, ſaith the Lord by the 
Prophet FEzek. 37. 19. It ſhall be no 
more, Ephraim againit Manaſſeh, and 
Manaſſeb againſt Ephraim, and they 
bath together againſ# Judah, Ija. 9.27. 
Aſſenter againſt Diſfenter, and Diſlen- 
ter againft Afenter, and both againſt 
his Peace of Ged, that ought to rule 


- In our Hearts; but he will teach ws hs 
. ways, and we ſhall walk in his paths, 
, Ha. 2. 4. that cur Church may be Holi- 


"ef 


| "os } 

neſs to the Lord, the firſt fruits of his in- 
creaſe, Jer. 2. 3: There are fome that 
rake the Feet for the Aﬀetionsof the 
Soul, but there is no neceſlity to take 
the word ſo ; for, the Feet, and way, 
may be better referred to all the Acti- 
ons of Men, inward and outward. 
And the intent is rather to ſhew that 
Chriſt is come,not only to give know- 
i2dge, But to reform our Life and Pra- 
&ice, and to conduct us by vertuous 
and Peaceful Courſes to Happineſs: 
And the 19ay of Peace, Rom. 3. 7. how- 
loever it may ſeem to be meant cf 
all that is peaceful to others, as 1/a- 59. 
7, 8. yet perhaps even there t0o,it may 
icter to. that which is peacetu} to 
our felves, whether that which brings 
Perce to the Conſcience, or generally. 
ali Peace, thatis, Protperity as tne word 


ftgnifies every where in the Hegrew - 


Tonzue. Cd doth ty. the comma of 
Chriſt, guide cur Feet into the, way of 
Peace by theſe Six Steps, which are as the 
Six Branches of the CGelden Cendbeftich, 


Exod. 37. 18. ftancing betore the Lord . 


þ 


of the whole Earth, to eniizghten our 


Darkneſs, and direct our way towards 


him, ho # the way, the Truth, and the 
Life, Joh, I _M 6, 
And 


Per aJuroug er 4 


_— 
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And this Text goes as it were before 
the Face of the Lord, to keep our 
Feet in them. 

Firſ#, By bringing us to Reconcilia- 
tion, and Peace with God, as Eliphaz 
councels Fob 3 Acquaint now thy ſelf, 
with him, and be at Peace, thereby good 


Ihall come unto thee, Job 22. 21. of 


which, Rom, 5. 1. Therefore, being ju- 
tifed by Faith, we have Peace with God 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Secondly, Then, by that we have 
Peace with all the Creatures of God, 
which before. were at enmity with us, 
not only the bleſſed Angels, but all 
the reſt 5 the ſtones of Field and Beaſt: 
At Deftruftion and Famine thou ſhalt laugh, 
neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the Beaſts of 
the Earth 5 for thou ſhalt be in League 
with the ſtones of the Field, and the 
Beaſts of the Field ſhall be at Peace with 
thee z and thou ſhalt know that thy Ta- 
vernacle ſhall be in Peace, Job F. 22, 
23, 24 | 

Third/y, Next we have Peace and 


_ [Tranquility of Mind, that is, the 
Heart is-not filled with fear, fuſpe& 


f but a Thief ſtir ; but contrary 


if evil Tid:nzs ; for his Heart is fixed, and 


ways : The Godly Man fpallnct be afraid 


lg 
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believeth in the Lord, faith the P/almif, 
Pial. 112, 7, fee Ia. 57.20. 


Fourthly, Further, We havEPeace with } 
Men; we ſtrive as much as may be to | 


have it foz and for our parts are not 
only Peace-keepers, but Peace-meters, 
co have theBleſſing pronounced to inch, 
for they ſhall be called the Children of God, 
faith our Saviour, Marth. 5. g. 


Fifthly, We endeavour to keep In-- 


nocency and a good Conſcience in 
whatſoever Condition or Station we 


are in this World, which will bring 


Peace at laſt. Mark the perfetf Man, 
and behold the Upright ; Po the end of 


that Man is Peace, faith holy David, 


Plal. 37. 37- 


Sixthly, Laſtly, in Peace we depart 
out of this Life, with old Simecn, and 
enter into the Land of Peace, and E- 


ternal reſt. O, bleſied State, even 
here, how much more there ? 


And all this, beloved Brethren, let 


us the more enfore upon our felves, 
| becauſe we do fee the times are ſuch, 


wherein many fall away to Popery, and . 


other damnable Hereſies : And many 
ſhall follow their pernicious ways, by rea- 
on of whim the way of Truth ſhall be evil 
poken of, 2 Pet.2-2. (and conſequently 

| the 
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the way of Peace) ſaith the Apoſtle; 


—— 


—_—Y 


| Goings in thy Paths, that thy Foot-ſteps 


'| of Peace they hawe not known, faith * 
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Let us faſten our Footſteps the ſurelier, 
and the mone warily, becauſe we fee, 
their {ad overthrow before us as a 
warning of our ovin Weakneſs, and 
evermore hold us by the God of Peace, 
and with the P/almi#,” deſiring him 
to eſtabliſh our Foot-ſteps in his ways, 
that we fall not from him. Hold up thy 


flip not : And again, Order my Steps in: 
thy word, and let not any IMiquity have © 


Dominion over me, Plal. 17. 5. and 
1196 $$»: 

And contrariways (becauſe Contra- 
ries belong the fame Science) how mi- 
{erable is the State of the wicked, that 
have God their Enemy, and the Crea- 
tures of God, divided in themſelves, 
contentious Men,and Gelighting in War 
and Strife,as it they had been mounted 
upon the Red Horſe with him, to whom 
power was given to take Peace from the 
Earth, and that they ſhould kill one ano 
ther, as you read at the opening of 
the ſecond Seal, Rev. 6. 4. The way . 


the Apoſtle, For there is no fear of 
God before their Eyes, that is the 
true Reaſon of it, Rom 3. 17, 18. 

always 
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always . overthrowing their own 
ſtrengths, pluckt away irom this Life 
nwillingly; that have their portion 
if” this Life, and caſt for ever into 
reſtleſs and endleſs Torments. Let 
us ſee theirend, yea, their State, and 
- fear it, and pray the God of Peace, 
who hath ſent his only Son, the Prince 
of Peace, to guide Men into that other 
way, both to fet us in that, and 
keep us in that to the end. Amer. 


